>97 



?) — 
sughi 

i in a 
— he 
Tolice 
jr-old 
d out 
) bur- 
s and 
with 
ho is 
.» lot 
letup. 

, wsis 
prison 

i cell 

stolen 
. “He 
in the 
night 
which 
; wall 

fence. 

peel hi 

i su’ul 
milted 
ilaries. 
ie barN 
return 
nes m 


- 1 e 

l 

:p) .. 

Donald 
nbshell 
Uinc n 
•ee-yoni 
tile;, 
friend 
;he con- 
ur-ye.ii 
Tilt an 
narriaee 

MfrlllOU • 

Xnuilti • 

:o Ivan, i 
Marla 
reemeni 
pay lv- 
SI .111.1 
divot ci 
ate 1 * lit* - 
double 
: enter i'd 
wo w a: 

493. $ 

e 

se 


AFP» 

Par i ril. 
cd win n 
.’(l as I" 

£ SCO ill 

field a- 
Sway 

e niuMi ll 

illy." -'d 
t the fie M 
cd rie'il 
a Nil*-' 

"L ett !- 
A cure 
•rkin:-' 
cut an- 1 •' 
tor ■' ■' 
face '*■!!'. « 

telcM 


ik 

-isij-c 


ig.irin 
mik- 1 


.,lj 


Cine 

pain ' I' 
K-t 
ll luii 
who 
soin* 
tc b|' 
will 
:h ol ■ 

cm »>■ 

(. arl>' 
r Oi^"' 
ri.i.-V 

:k - e - ll . 

tic!-' * 

-e 

innh*'" 

'Mil - ' 1 ' 1 


l.a* 

I.*'* 


.-I" 


.ir' -1 


in 


in' 


‘•I. 


e r 

i i-i 
ltd ‘ 

il » l, - ,hl ||m! : 
,lt hi*^ 
Mi- 


ni 


-i> 


-.1! 

!h>' 


11.1! s' 1 :-' 
e sh" 




nilai 


,*«r 


King tours Grand Mosque site in Oman 

MUSCAT (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein, 
accompanied by His Royal Highness Prince Moham- 
mad, the King’s personal representative, on Sunday 
visited Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque building site 
here and was briefed by the project engineer on the 
stages of construction of the raosque and its annexes. 
Construction on this 300,000-square-metre mosque 
project commenced in 1995. The mosque, which is 
being built on an 800.000-square-metre plot of land, 
includes an assembly hall, a library, an institute for 
Islamic sciences, a student housing and a public gar- 
den. The mosque itself can accommodate 5,000 wor- 
shippers. while the mosque and its annexes can 
accommodate 16,000 worshippers. 



Regent salutes Yemen’s democracy 

.AMMAN (Agencies) — HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
congratulated Sunday Yemeni President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh on last week’s successful parliamentary elec- 
tions in his country. In a cable to the president,* Prince 
Hassan said “Having followed up on your intensive 
efforts to lay down the pillars of democracy and to 
adopt it as a life style in your country. I have the plea- 
sure to extend my heartfelt congratulations to you and 
to your country for this great achievement.” Prince 
Hassan said Yemen’s democratic achievement reflects 
the resolve and determination of the Yemeni leader- 
ship and the genuine desire by the Yemeni people to 
foster democratic practices, and to strengthen 
Yemen's unity. 
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Israel, Turkey launch combined 
political offensive against Syria 


Syria is preparing for military option - Israeli general 


By Ramzi EL Khoury 

with agency dispatches 

IN WHAT appears to be the 
beginning of a major politi- 
cal offensive against Syria, 
Israel and the secularist fac- 
tion in Turkey’s fragile 
government coalition have 
joined forces to publicise 
“the dangers” of Syria’s 
military arsenal and 
weapons, linking the Arab 
state to Iran at a time when 
the latter is facing a major 
international offensive on 
charges of "sponsoring ter- 
rorism.” 

In the latest of a series of 
hostile statements made by 
Israeli officials, a senior 
Israeli military intelligence 
officer claimed Sunday that 
Syria is drawing up plans 
for a “military option” 
ag ains t the Jewish state. 

Israeli army radio quoted 
General Amos Gilad, head 
of strategic studies for mili- 
tary intelligence, as saying 
that “Syria is really prepar- 
ing a military option and 
the Israeli army must take 
this into account.” 

“We are not on the eve of 
Yom Kippur,” Gen. Gilad 
said in reference to the 
Arab-israeti war which 
began on the Jewish holi- 
day in October 1973, “but 
the Syrians are preparing a 
military option which could 
become a reality.” 

Gen. Gilad reportedly 
made his remarks during a 
meeting of senior reserve 
officers in Tel Aviv on Fri- 
day. 

The military chiefs-of- 
siaff, General Amnon Sha- 
hak. stressed that under the 
current defence budget, the 
army does not have suffi- 
cient means to prepare for a 
war. Israel would not be 
reacting as it is now if it 
knew that a war was going 
to break out in a year, Gen. 
Shahak added. 

Israeli cabinet secretary, 
Danny Naveh, said Sunday 
that Israel “does not have 


intelligence on what con- 
crete and immediate steps 
Syria can take to engage in 
a war.” 

“We know that for years 
Syria has been preparing a 
military option,’’ Mr. Naveh 
added. 

Deputy Ehud Barak, the 
favourite to succeed Shi- 
mon Peres as leader of the 
opposition Labour Party, 
said he supports Gen. Sha- 
hak's demands, made earli- 
er. for extending the budget 
to prepare the military for 
war. “We don’t have suffi- 
cient stocks of arms and 
ammunition,” the former 
military chiefs -of- staff 
said. 

"From the moment the 
peace process stopped, the 
countdown for a confronta- 
tion began.” Mr. Barak 
added. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy warned Syria Friday 
against a chemical- weapon 
attack on Israel. Syria 
would pay a high price for a 
chemical arms attack 
against Israel and only 
bring about its own destruc- 
tion. Mr. Levy said. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai accused 
Syria of developing a poi- 
son gas called VX to arm its 
surface-to-surface missiles. 

He was reacting to an 
Israeli newspaper report on 
Syrian development of the 
gas, which is extremely 
dangerous to the lungs and 
skin. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad said Thursday that 
his country will part with 
its chemical and biological 
weapons when Israel gets 
rid of its nuclear arms. 

“Those who have nuclear 
arms don’t have the right to 
criticise others who have 
other types of weapons.” he 
said at a press conference 
after a meeting with Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak in the Egyptian 
Red Sea resort of Sharm A1 
Sheikh. 



Peace drums beating 
in Syria — Moratinos 


European Union Middle East envoy Miguel Angel Moratinos, on the right, greets For- 
eign Minister David Levy as he arrives for a meeting at the foreign ministry, on Sun- 
day (Reuters photo) 

“If they (the Israelis) 
want a disarmament, they 
can begin with the nuclear” 
weapons, Mr. Assad said. 

Israel has never admitted 
to possessing nuclear arms. 

But foreign military experts 
say it probably has 150 to 
200 atomic bombs, some of 
which could be adapted for 
use on medium- and long- 
range targets. 

The Israeli political 
offensive followed radical 
statement*; made by Turkish 
officials last week. 

On Wednesday. Turkish 
Defence Minister Turban 
Tayan told Turkish 
reporters in Tel Aviv: 

“Syria is the headquarters 
of terrorism hitting both 
Turkey and Israel, and Iran 
also supports such terror- 
ism,” according to Turkey’s 
Anatolia news agency. 

Mr. Tayan on Friday 
ended a three-day visit to 
Israel with a meeting with 


(Continued on page 2) 


Algerian president claims 
victory over ’terrorists’ 
hours after bombs kill 15 


ARIS (R) — Two car 
ambs killed 15 people and 
ounded 23 in hotels in a 
bermal resort in northwest 
lgeria at the weekend, the 
Igerian newspaper Le 
larin said on Sunday. 

The newspaper said the 
Mnbs exploded 10 minutes 
xut in Sidi Bouhanifia, 
jour 325 kilometres from 
te capital, Algiers. 

“The two blasts killed 15 
;ople and wounded 23, 
eluding a child, badly hurt 
i the head and whose hand 
as blown off.” the paper 
tid. 

It added that the blast was 
> powerful that "according 
i a medical source half 
ose killed could not be 
btdfied.” 

One bomb hit the Sahara 
otel destroying the build- 
ig. A second, outside the 
otel A! Farah, caused wide- 
tread damage, the newspa- 
frsaid. 

There was no claim of 
sponsibility for the attack 
ut the authorities have 
lamed Islamist rebels for 
undreds of bombs and other 
lacks over die past five 
ears. 

The attack was carried out 
tst hours before Algerian 
resident Liamine Zeroual. 
^dressing his first popular 


rally since his election in 
1995, said on Saturday his 
government has won over 
Islamist rebels. 

“The terrorism in our coun- 
try has lost the war thanks to 
the courage and sacrifices of 
our people and its security 
forces.” said Mr. Zeroual 
using the official terra “ter- 
rorism” to describe Islamist 
guerrillas who have been 
fighting to topple the govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Zeroual, whose speech 
was broadcast by stare-run 
radio, said the rebels “are 
criminals who have no rela- 
tion with die people and with 
the Muslim faith. They are 
criminals who cut the throats 
of babies, women and inno- 
cent citizens.” 

“The state respects its com- 
mitment to exterminate those 
criminals and treacherous 
who are taking their revenge 
on the people by slaugtering 
innocent people.” he vowed. 

“The state has the firm 
determination to restore die 
peace Mid the stability in the 
country,” said Mr. Zeroual 
speaking at a popular gather- 
ing in the southern town of 
Ghardaia, 470 km south of 
Algiers. 

Mr. Zeroual said the parlia- 
mentary election to be held 
on June 5 would be another 


“political victory” on the 
path to establish a multi- 
party democracy in Algeria. 

About 8,000 candidates, 
including government minis- 
ters and Mr. Zeroual's aides, 
are running for the National 
Assembly’s 380 seats. 
Is lamis t parties are banned 
by the new constitution 
approved last November. 

President Zeroual warned 
people against what he called 
demagogic election promis- 
es. 

“The economic reforms are 
necessary to ensure die 
future of our sons and our 
country,” he said, adding that 
more reforms lay ahead 
including in the industrial 
sector. 

Algeria’s industrial output, 
excluding oil and gas, fell 
seven per cent in 1996. 

Algeria has been tom by 
violence since shonly after 
the military authorities in 
January 1992 cancelled a 
general election in which an 
Is lamis t party had taken a 
commanding lead. 

Over 60,000 people have 
been killed in political vio- 
lence since then and the 
bloodshed has continued 
despite repeated government 
claims of victory over the 
rebels. 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Return- 
ing from Damascus, the 
European Union’s special 
envoy to the Middle East 
said Sunday that Syria’s 
president, Hafez A1 Assad, 
was fully committed to 
restarting peace talks. 

Miguel Moratinos, the 
former Spanish ambassador 
to Israel, brought no specif- 
ic message from the Syrian 
leader with whom he met 
for three hours. 

Speaking to reporters, 
Mr. Moratinos dismissed 
Israeli press repons that the 
drums of war were sound- 
ing from Damascus, saying 
he believed there was a 
"drum of peace” beating in 
Damascus. 

“They are fully commit- 
ted to relaunching the 
peace process with Israel.” 
he said after meeting with 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy. 


Israel-Syria negotiations 
were suspended in Febru- 
ary 1 996, and Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
government has refused 
Syria's demand for a com- 
mitment to withdraw from 
the Golan Heights as a pre- 
lude to restarting talks. 

Mr. Moratinos also 
defended Europe’s involve- 
ment in the Arab-Israeli 
peace process, saying it did 
not conflict with America's 
role. 

“1 have to respond to 
those circles who said that 
the EU role is counterpro- 
ductive,” Mr. Moratinos 
said. “We work closely 
with the United States in a 
complementary way.” 

Mr. Netanyahu has in the 
past criticised European 
involvement in the peace 
process, saying the United 

(Continued on page 2) 


Israel reverses action 
to revoke 186 Arab 
residency documents 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel’s Interior 
Ministry said Sunday it had 
reversed its decision to 
revoke the residency per- 
mits of 186 Palestinian res- 
idents who live in East 
Jerusalem. 

The ministry initially 
revoked the residency per- 
mits of 1,017 Palestinians 
since January, telling them 
they were no longer eligi- 
ble to live in Jerusalem. 
Following appeals, the 
decision was reversed in 
186 cases and more than 
400 other cases are being 
reexamined, the ministry 
said. V, 

The ntflustry’s announce- 
ment followed reports that 
in a goodwill gesture to 
help restart the Israel- 
Palestinian peace talks. 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu will make 
efforts to ensure that Pales- 
tinian residents of 
Jerusalem don’t lose their 
right to live in the city. 

It was the first time the 
ministry has released fig- 
ures of the number of per- 
mits revoked. 

In 1996, a total of 689 
Palestinians lost their rights 


to live in Jerusalem, the 
mini stry said. 

Palestinians and human 
rights activists have 

accused the Netanyahu 
government of deliberately 
revoking the residency 
rights of hundreds of Pales- 
tinians in Jerusalem in 
order to strengthen Israel’s 
grip on the disputed city. 

** Under Israeli law, Pales- 
tinian residents of 
Jerusalem who don’t 

become Israeli citizens and 
who move outside the city 

— even to the West Bank 

— can have their residency 
permits revoked. 

Human rights groups 

have said Mr. Netanyahu's 
government has been 
enforcing the policy far 
more aggressively than its 
predecessors in an effort to 
secure Israel’s sovereignty 
over Arab East Jerusalem, 
which the Palestinians 
claim as their capital. 

Palestinian residents of 
East Jerusalem, which 

Israel captured in 1967, are 
eligible to become Israeli 
citizens — but most do not 
because they do not recog- 
nise Israel’s annexation of 
the city. 


Jordan, Qatar demand Israel 


comply with peace accords 


DOHA (Agencies! — 
Prime Minister Abdul 
SaJam Majali and his Qatari 
counterpart Sheikh Abdul- 
lah Ben Khalifa A1 Thani 
held talks here Sunday and 
condemned Israel’s settle- 
ment policy in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

“The two parties reiterat- 
ed their rejection of Israel’s 
settlement policy in 
Jerusalem and the occupied 
Arab territories and 
demanded that Israel imple- 
ment the peace agreements 
signed as part of the peace 
process.” the Qatari News 
Agency (QNA) said. 

They also underlined “the 
need for an equitable, com- 
prehensive and lasting 
peace in the Middle East, 
based on the international 
resolutions.” 

Concerning the bilateral 
relations between the two 
states, Qatar welcomes the 


opportunity of expanding 
its cooperation with Jordan 
in the fields of energy, 
information, higher educa- 
tion and the employment of 
skilled Jordanian manpow- 
er. Qatar’s Emir Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa A1 
Thani said here on Sunday. 

Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawe’, who is accompa- 
nying Dr. Majali on the trip, 
quoted the Qatari emir as 
saying that Qatar considers 
its relations with Jordan 
unique and that the two 
countries complement each 
other. 

Dr. Mutawe’, who spoke 
to. the press after the meet- 
ing. said Dr. Majali con- 
veyed a message to the 
emir from His Majesty 
King Hussein on issues of 
common concern and told 
the Qatari ruler that Jordan 
was ready to provide Qatar 


with Jordanian expertise io 
help the country establish a 
faculty of medicine at 
Qatar’s university. 

Dr. Mutawe’ said that the 
two sides reviewed Jordan- 
ian-Qatari protocols on 
cooperation in trade, energy 
information, labour, higher 
education, and other fields 
and discussed a mecha- 
nism for the implementa- 
tion of these protocols. 

He said the respective 
labour ministries in the two 
countries worked out an 
executive programme for 
providing Qatar with quali- 
fied Jordanian manpower to 
be employed in specific 
areas which require their 
services. 

Dr. Majali is accompa- 
nied on the visit to Qatar by 
the ministers of labour, 
information, and energy 
and mineral resources. 


King affirms 
Jordan-Egypt ties 



Prince 

Ghazi 

engaged 


MUSCAT (Petra) — The 
Royal Court Sunday 
announced the engagement 
of His Royal Highness 
Prince Ghazi Ben Moham- 
mad, the cultural secretary 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, to Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Arij. daugh- 
ter of Sultan Qaboos's Spe- 
cial Adviser Omar Abdul 
Munim Zawawi. Attending 
the engagement ceremony 
were His Majesty King 
Hussein. His Royal High- 
ness Prince Mohammad, 
the personal representative 
of King Hussein, Their 
Royal Highnesses Princes 
Abdullah and Ali. Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh. His Royal High- 
ness Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, the Director 
of the National Security 
Council. Prince Zeid Ben 
Ra’d. the King's Adviser 
for Tribal Affairs Lieu- 
tenant General Hmeid A1 
Fayez, Royal Court Imam 
Ahmad Hleil and Jordan- 
ian Ambassador to Oman 
Mohammad Qudah as well 
as the Zawawi family 
members. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day described Jordanian- 
Egyptian relations as strong 
and called for continued 
coordination and coopera- 
tion for the advancement of 
both countries. 

“I believe that coordina- 
tion between Jordan and 
Egypt is a model to.be fol- 
lowed by others. We always 
discuss our relations and the 
Arab situation, particularly 
the peace process, in a 
brotherly manner which, I 
think, is the only means 
towards prosperity' and 
development of our two 
countries. Jordan and Egypt 
always review the means of 
integration in all fields,” His 
Majesty said. 

And in reply to a question 
on the peace process in the 
Middle East region, the 
King said: “There should be 
consultations and coordina- 
tion among Arabs in order to 
safeguard solidarity and 
support our Palestinian 


CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
League Secretary-General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid 
expressed hope Sunday that 
new British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and his govern- 
ment will work to serve 
Arab interests. 

“The 'Blair government 
will exert an important 
influence toward serving 
Arab causes, especially in 
recovering Arabs’ rights, in 
the peace process and call- 
ing for its resumption on 
the basis of trading land- 
for- peace.” he said. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat appealed 
Sunday to Mr. Blair to help 
save the Middle East peace 


brothers in their quest for a 
peace.” 

King Hussein congratulat- 
ed Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on his birthday and 
wished him continued good 
health, a happy life and the 
Egyptian people more 
progress and development 
in an interview with Sawt Al 
Arab Radio. 

King Hussein urged the 
United States to resume its 
vital role to restart peace- 
making in the region. “The 
United States can play a 
major role in the Middle 
East peace process in addi- 
tion to the efforts by Russia, 
the co-sponsor of the 
Madrid Peace Conference, 
and the European Union,” 
His Majesty said. 

His Majesty expressed his 
hopes that these efforts 
would be complementary to 
those of the United States. 

His Majesty also said "We 
should not let the minority 
on both peace camps dictate 
their agenda upon us.” 


process, which broke down 
after Israel began work on a 
new Jewish settlement pro- 
ject in Arab East Jerusalem 
on March 1 8. 

Mr. Meguid also told 
reporters that he hoped the 
Lockerbie affair, which pits 
Libya against Britain and 
the United States, will be 
peacefully resolved during 
Mr. Blair's term in office. 

International sanctions 
were imposed on Libya 
after it refused to extradite 
to Britain or the United 
States two Libyans suspect- 
ed of involvement in the 
bombing of a Pan Am air- 

( Continued on page 2) 


Arab League voices high 
hopes for British Labour 


Jordan, Israel inaugurate Baqoura Peace 
Park Thesday; Beilin due to push his plan 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordanian- 
Israeli meeting will be held 
on Tuesday in Baqoura on 
the fringes of an inaugura- 
tion ceremony for a joint 
peace park established to 
commemorate the death of 
seven Israeli schoolgirls, an 
Israeli diplomat said Sun- 
day. 

the spokesman for the 
Israeli embassy in Amman. 
Shalom Touigeman, said 
the level of the meeting has 
not been decided yet, but he 
added that Israeli Prime 


Minister . Benyamin 
Netanyahu might attend the 
ceremony. 

‘Talks are underway now 
between the two sides to 
finalise the arrangements of 
the inauguration ceremony, 
and by Monday everything 
will be clear on who is 
going to attend from the 
Israeli side,” Mr. Tourge- 
man said. 

The inauguration of the 
peace park is to commemo- 
rate the seven Israeli 
schoolgirls who were killed 
by a Jordanian soldier, 
Ahmad Musa Dakamseh in 
Baqoura. Dakamseh is still 


under army detention pend- 
ing his trial by a military 
court. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s possible 
visit will coincide with a 
regional tour by U.S. spe- 
cial envoy to the Middle 
East Dennis Ross who is 
scheduled to arrive in Tel 
Aviv on Monday in a new 
endeavour to reach a break- 
through in the two-month- 
old stalled peace process. 

The American envoy 
failed in a similar trip last 
month to bring the Pales- 
tinians and the Israelis back 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Fire bombs hurled at Turkish 
consulate in East Jerusalem 


‘Three Palestinians of Armenian descent arrested ’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
i AFP) — Palestinians threw 
lire bombs at the Turkish 
consulate in East Jerusalem 
oil Sunday ahead of the 
Turkish deputy chief of 
stuff's arrival in Israel to 
discuss weapons purchases, 
police said. 

Three Palestinians were 
arrested lor allegedly throw- 
ing the Molotov cocktails at 
the front yard of the con- 
sulate and at die consul’s 
car. mi Israeli police spokes- 
woman said. 

No one was injured but the 
\ chicle sustained minor 
damage. 

Israel Radio said the three 
Palestinians were of Armen- 
ian descent. 

General Ccvik Bir. deputy, 
chief of the Turkish general 
staff. Ivuan talks Sunday 
u iih top Israeli military offi- 
cials on cooperation and the 


possible purchase of several 
weapons systems from the 
Jewish state. 

Gen. Bir is accompanied 
by a large group of defence 
industry officials. 

Senior U.S. military offi- 
cials will for the first Lime 

join ihe next round of sirate- 

gic military talks between 
Israel and Turkey due to be 

held in Tel Aviv on Monday. 
Israel Radio reported last 
week. 

David Ivry. secretary -gen- 
eral at the’ Israeli defence 
ministry, and Gen. Bir will 
repa*sent their respective 
countries at the talks. 

Gen. Bir’s visit to Israel 
comes only two days after 
Turkish Defence Minister 
Turban Tayan wrapped up a 
trip to the Jewish state, 
which included talks with 
President Ezer Weiznian. 
Prime Minister Benvamin 


Netanyahu and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai. 

After several decades of 
dormant relations, Turkey 
and Israel boosted their lies 
to a strategic level last year, 
signing two key pacts on 
military and defence indus- 
try cooperation despite 
protests by Arab states and 
Iran. 

In the largest scale busi- 
ness deal under the defence 
industry' treaty, the two 
countries last year signed a 
$630 million contract for 
the modernisation of 
Turkey’s fleet of ageing F- 
4e fighter bombers by 
Israel. 

Israel also wants to 
upgrade Turkey’s U.S.- 
made M60 tanks and a pos- 
sible sale of Israel’s Phalcon 
early warning aircraft sys- 
tems and Popeye air-to-sur- 


face missiles to the Turkish 
air force is also under con- 
sideration, Turkish sources 
said. 

Trips by Mr. Tayan and 
Gen. Bir were preceded by 
an April visit by Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy to 
Ankara and a February visit 
by the chief of the Turkish 
general staff. General Ismail 
Hakki Karadayi. to Tei Aviv. 

Sources from both coun- 
tries said Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
would pay a fresh visit to 
the Turkish capital in late 
May. 

“Military cooperation 
between Israel and Turkey 
must be stepped up to con- 
front the threat of terrorism 
and to ensure the stability of 
the region," Mr. Netanyahu 
said on Friday after talks 
with Tayan. 


Leaders of Mideast churches urge world 
Christians, Muslims to protect Jerusalem 


DAMASCUS i Agencies j 
— Leaders of die Middle 
East’s Christian Churches 
called for cooperation 
between Muslims and 
Christians and demanded 
Sauudav an end to “Israeli 
violations in Jerusalem." 

The meeting of the Mid- 
dle East Council ol Church- 
es i MECCt was chaired by 
Po|V Shenouda III. leader 
ol Egypt’s six million Cop- 
tic Christians. The MECC 
was established in 1974 to 
bring together the region’s 
Orthodox. Coptic. Assyri- 
an. Anglican. Protestant 
and Catholic churches. 

The MECC underlined 
the urgency of unifying 
church positions and said 
that "Christians and Mus- 
lims are labouring together 
for a common future." 

The council, in a commu- 


nique issued after its two- 
day meeting, also called on 
“Christians and Muslims in 
the world to stop Israeli 
violations in Jerusalem at 
all levels.” It was referring 
to Israel’s recent move to 
build a settlement for Jews 
in .Arab East Jerusalem. 

The MECC also declared 
its support for the Palestin- 
ian people’s right “to estab- 
lish their "state with 
Jerusalem as its capital." 

“We reject any attempt to 
unilaterally determine the 
fate of Jerusalem so as to 
present the Muslim and 
Christian inhabitants of this 
Holy City with a fait 
accompli." a closing state- 
ment from the council said. 

The statement also called 
on Muslims and Christians 
around the world to “raise 
their voices and demand an 


end to violations facing 
Jerusalem on all levels." 

The council was referring 
to the right-wing Israeli 
government’s hardline poli- 
cy of building a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem, a move that has 
brought the Middle East 
peace process to a stand- 
still. 

The future status of 
Jerusalem is due to be 
decided in final status 
peace talks scheduled to 
finish by May 1999. 

The Palestinians want 
East Jerusalem, w-hich con- 
tains Islam’s third holiest 
site, as the capital of a 
furure independent state 
while Israel insists that the 
whole city of Jerusalem 
will remain its undivided 
capital. 

The Jewish state seized 


and annexed East 
Jerusalem in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

"The participants 

exchanged views on the 
future of Jerusalem and 
underlined the importance 
of achieving a just and 
global peace" in the Middle 
East, Greek Catholic Patri- 
arch Monsignor Maximos 
V Hakim told reporters. 

“Arab Christians reject 
(Israeli) aggression and the 
fact that Jerusalem is 
becoming a museum when 
the Holy City is a living 
entity in which (Palestin- 
ian) property owners live 
and demand their rights." 
he added. 

The executive of the 
council represents four 
churches: Catholic. Ortho- 
dox. Eastern Orthodox and 
Evangelical. 


Jordan awaits request from U.S. to 
shelter Abu Marzouk — - Tarawneh 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's 
Foreign Minister Fayez A1 
Tarawneh said on Sunday 
his government was still 
waiting for the United 
States to request formally 
that it give shelter to a 
jailed political leader of 
Hamas. 

Dr. Tarawneh said Jordan, 
which expelled former 
Hamas politburo chief 
Musa Abu Marzouk two 
years ago under pressure 
from Washington, Israel 
and the Palestinians, would 
not let Mr. Abu Marzouk 
back without an explicit 
U.S. request. 

"There should be a writ- 
ten request I think it will 
(come) very soon." he told 
journalists. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk, 
accused by Israel of respon- 
sibility for a wave of 


attacks in which scores of 
Israelis died, was arrested 
in New York a few weeks 
after his expulsion from 
Jordan in 1995. He was 
jailed while Israel sought 
his extradition, but was not 
charged. 

Security officials said in 
February that Israel, fearing 
a wave of violence if he 
were extradited to an Israeli 
prison, would drop its 
demand for Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk’s extradition in return 
for a pledge by him to shun 
violence. 

Jordan said last week 
King Hussein would allow 
him to return “without any 
obligations" other than 
abiding by Jordanian law. 

“It is unconditional. It is a 
deportation not an extradi- 
tion. We are not taking him 
into custody,” Dr. Tarawneh 


said, adding that Mr. Abu 
Marzouk could return to 
Jordan next week. 

"The information that I 
have is that he will come 
within four or five days. 
But the exact rime — the 
United States didn’t even 
tell his family," Hamas rep- 
resentative in Jordan 
Mohammad Nazzal said. 

“He will not sign any con- 
ditions,” Mr. Nazzal added. 
Hamas officials have said 
Mr. Abu Marzouk would 
play a “leading role” in the 
organisation if he returned 
to Amman. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk has 

maintained throughout his 
detention that he was only 
involved in political activi- 
ties while in Amman. 

Suicide bombers from the 
military wing of Hamas, 
which rejects Palestinian 


President Yasser Arafat’s 
self-rule deal with Israel as 
a sell-out. killed dozens of 
Israelis in a series of attacks 
year ago. 

Jordan, which has in the 
past had uneasy relations 
with Mr. Arafat, appeared 
to have distanced itself 
from Hamas and moved 
more solidly behind the 
Palestinian leader after the 
expulsion of Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk. 

But last month Jordan’s 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am A1 Majali met 
Amman-based Hamas 
politburo chief Khaled 
Meshal. who took over 
from Mr. Abu Marzouk 
after his imprisonment, in 
what Hamas said was the 
highest level meeting for 
over two years. 


Talabani in Egypt 
for talks on Iraq 


CAIRO tAP) — An Iraqi 
Kurdish leader has arrived 
for talks with senior Egypt- 
ian officials amid signs that 
Egypt is trying to court 
Iraqi opposition groups, 
officials said Sunday. 

Jalal Talabani, leader of 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK), arrived Sat- 
urday night from Iran, they 
said. His group is one of the 
two main Kurdish factions 
in northern Iraq. 

His visit comes weeks 
after a delegation from the 
rival Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP) held similar 
meetings with Egyptian 
officials. 

Mr. Talabani’s talks at the 
Foreign Ministry will deal 
with "issues of mutual 
interests.” said officials, 
who spoke 6 n customary 
condition of anonymity. 
They refused to give 
details. 

Mr. Talabani. who will 
stay for three days, was 
accompanied by senior offi- 
cials of his party. Egyptian 


officials imposed tight 
security on him and refused 
to say where he was stay- 
ing. 

But Arab diplomats said 
Egypt was apparently trying 
to establish good ties with 
Iraqi opposition groups, 
which are trying to remove 
President Saddam Hussein 
from power. 

Egypt participated in the 
U.S.-led coalition that 
drove Iraq from Kuwait in 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

Since then, it has refused 
to restore diplomatic rela- 
tions with Iraq, although 
some economic ties have 
continued. At times, Egypt- 
ian officials have voiced 
support for bringing Iraq 
back into the Arab fold, but 
little has come of the decla- 
rations. 

Both the PUK;. and the 
KDP share ’ control of die 
autonomous / ■ Kurdish 
enclave in northern Iraq and 
have been fighting attempts 
by Baghdad'to again exert 
its authority over the area. 


Foreign minister 
stresses importance of 
inter- Arab relations 


AMMAN i Petra l — For- 
eign Miniver Fave/ A1 
l.irau null NuiuLiy met ui 
the i Palace w uli Arab 
and charge 
i!\iH.im> accredited to Jor- 
dan .Hid dl'ivU'M.’d with 
them i lie ecuiinmic and 
piditk.il challenges facing 
the icgiiin and means of 
addressing them 
Pi I'.ii.iw licit stressed the 
uu|MH.mcc el enhancing 
iiUCi \ral« t dal n 'its. saving 
this :-mic is a tup pnoriiv 
.Hid a central qncsinin t««r 
ihe Kingdom He called for 
tedireciiiie them to serve 


the common goals of the 
Arab Nation. 

The minister also under- 
lined the importance of the 
American and European 
role in the Middle East 
peace process. 

Dr. T.iraw neh said he 
intends to hold several pen- 
nJic meetings wish mem- 
bers of corps 

accredited tv' Jordan with j 
view ro maintaining con- 
structive and meaningful 
dialogue with al! brother* 

and friends around the 

world. 


Arab League 


voices high 


l Continued from page 1) 
craft over Lockerbie. Scot- 
land in 1 9SS. 

Two hundred seventy peo- 
ple were killed by the explo- 
sion. Mr. Mecuid said he was 
optimistic about the new 
British cabinet. “The new 
British government includes 
several officials interested in 
the Middle East, and in Euro- 
pean-Arah and Anglo- A nib 
cooperation.” such as new 
foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook, he said. 

The secretary -general said 
he hofxrd to see “the blossom- 
ing of Anglo- Arab relations.” 

Mr. Meguid said he wanted 
u» see the new British cabinet 
“reconsider its position on 
this mailer i.Lockerbiei in a 
manner favourable to Arab 
proposals." 


Israel, Turkey launch combined 

(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

"Military cooperation between Israel 
and Turkey must be stepped up to con- 
front the threat of terrorism and to 
ensure the stability of the region," Mr. 
Netanyahu said after his talks with Mr. 
Tayan. 

Turkey and Israel last year signed 
two key pacts on military and defence 
industry cooperation despite protests 
by Araf> states and Iran. 

Israel Radio reported on Thursday 
chat senior U.S. military officials 
would join the next round of strategic 
military talks between Israel and 
Turkey which are due to be held in Tel 
Aviv next week. 

The latest LLS. report on international 
terrorism included both Iran and Syria 
in a list of countries backing acts of ter- 
ror. 


Israel has provided its new partner, 
Turkev. with secrets of Russian-built 


MiG-29 fighter aircraft, the most 
advanced war planes owned by Syria, a 
newspaper reported Saturday. 

“Israel, which recently examined 
three MiG-29s it had received from a 
friendly Western country, also gave 
technical details to Turkish officials as 
part of cooperation between the two 
countries against Syria.” the liberal 
Istanbul daily Hurriyet said. 

AFP reported Turkish sources earlier 
this week saying that Israel had 
received the fighters from Germany 
after the dissolution of East Germany 
at the end of the cold war. 

Turkey will utilise the information on 
the MiG-29s to improve the electronic 
warfare systems mounted on its F-16 
and F-4 fighters, boosting the capabili- 
ty of its aircraft in a possible con- 
frontation with Syrian planes. Hurriyet 
said. 


Jordan, Israel inaugurate 
Baqoura Peace Park Tuesday 


(Continued from page 1) 


to the negotiating table. 

Meanwhile, former 
Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin is due 
here on Tuesday where he 
is expected to discuss with 
Jordanian officials a five- 
point peace plan to over- 
come the deadlock in the 
peace process. 

Mr. Beilin is a member 
of the opposition Labour 
Party and a candidate to the 
party’s leadership. His visit 
to Jordan comes following 
his meeting with Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
last week in the West Bank 
town of Nablus. Mr. Beilin 
attempted to convince Mr. 
Arafat to accept a five- 
point plan to bring the 
peace talks back into track. 

His plan includes an 
undertaking from the Pales- 
tinians and the Israelis to 
refrain from all one-sided 
steps which contradict the 
Oslo accord, and which in 
effect would force Israel to 
stop all settlement building 


Peace drums beating 


(Continued from page 1) 


States is the only one that 
should play the role of 
facilitator. 

“We have little hope 
concerning the Euro- 
peans’ effort," Cabinet 
Secretary Danny Naveh 
said, adding that the 
European initiative could 
hamper U.S. diplomatic 
activity in the area. 

David Bar-ILlan. a top 
aide to Mr. Netanyahu, 
said Sunday that the EU is 
biased in * favor of the 
Arabs. 

"in the case of the 
Palestinians, they make 
the connection between 
our freezing settlements 
and their stopping terror- 
ism." he said. ‘This is 
unacceptable to us. We do 
not consider terrorism as 
a bargaining chip.” 

Mr. Levy, however, said 


HliV 
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on Arab lands to coordinate 
between the two sides in 
order to prevent violence 
and acts of terror, a call for 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
rural areas in the West 
Bank, and to fix a date for 
the second stage of the 
Israeli pullout from these 
areas. 

The visit of Mr. Beilin, 
the architect of the land- 
mark Oslo accord, is the 
second in less than six 
months. He is expected to 
meet with His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 
Prime Minis ter Abdul 
Sal am Majali and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh. Mr. Tourgeman 
said. 

Mr. Tourgeman added 
that Israel's new ambas- 
sador to Jordan Oded Eran 
will arrive here on Monday. 

Last Month the govern- 
ment approved Mr. Eran’s 
nomination. He succeeded 
Shimon Shamir, who was 
Israel's first ambassador to 
the Kingdom. 
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the EU “is not interfering, 
and they are not taking 
over the role of go- 
between. They are not 
acting instead of the 
Americans, rather they 
are accompanying the 
process. Mr. Moratinos is 
bringing us valuable 
information and is a wel- 
come guest here." 

Mr. Moratinos tried 
Sunday to convince a 
skeptical Israeli govern- 
ment to resume peace 
talks with Syria which 
were suspended 15 
months ago. _ 

The U.S. Middle East^ 
peace process coordina- 
tor. Dennis Ross, is 
expected to arrive in 
Jerusalem Monday to try 
again to revive peace 
talks between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 
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PRAYER TIMES 


04:16.. 

Fajr 

05:42. 
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16:12.. 


19:23.. 


20:49 
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CHUBCHES 

SL Man of Nazareth Church 


Si. Joseph Church Tc- *2-5^ i 
Church of the Annuniauion 
Te: . !■.*. ■*■*» '■ 

LV la Salk- Church T.\ 

Tori Suncta Church Tji. rlLV*' 
Anglican Church Tci fc52iCh. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tci. 
I .-. ; i 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tci. v?2M. 

SL Ephraim Church Tci. I"?!. 
Amman International Church 

Tel. HTI26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tci. 824328 

Goman-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tci. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints TcL 

193:. 

Church of Nazarene Tci. 
6"5691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 

Enylish-spealdns 

Latin Cathode Parish Tel. 

014190. 


'■lichiK ■aiih>kio partly cloudy to 
*>unny and winds. northwesterly 
mi <dcralc. in Aqaba, it will be 
sunny, winds northerly moderate 
and seas calm 


MittAtax temp. 

Amman.. HS/1S 

Aqaba 10/29 

Deserts 07/21 

Jordan Valley 1 2/26 

Yesterday ’s high teinperaraies: 
.Amman ! 5, Aqaba 2“ Humidity 
readmes: Amman &7 per cenL 
Aqoha 37 percent. 


Najib pharmacy 847652 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh 250380 

Al Quds pharmacy 1 — > 

ZARQA: 

Dn Na’d Zawaidch 544361 

Khalifeh pharmacy .985-1 1 7 


Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 77411! 

Waier Authority 680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority ..._S 15615 

Electric Power Co —636381 

RJ Right Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Food Control Centre 637] 1 1 

CM Defend Depatmaa — 6611 II 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue Pbfc&_192 6211 ! 1, 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


jibties of God Church Tel. 


Bulletin supplied far .Vic* Depiirt- 
ment t\i SU'teorvio^y 
Temperature* are expected to rise 


AMMAN: 

Dc Khalil AlTuduq . 
Dn Nasser Ibrahim . 
Dc \VaJ3q Qaddumi . 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 

Firas pharmacy 

Feidows pharmacy . 

Al Asema pharmacy .... 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 
.Al SaLim pharmacy — 

Yacoiib pharmacy 

ShmeUam pharmacy .... 


757253 

83tU32 

.S93542 

8J2642 

....661912 

778336 

637055 

623672 

....636730 

....644945 

.-.637660 


Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept— 630321 

Hotel Comphims „.6O5S00 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

WittrA: Sewmg: CcmpLns _tfJ7467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

I 7871 II 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance 1 i 21 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AMaii Tel. Retrain 661 101 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre SI3S13/32 

Khalidi Maternity. — 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. .642441/2 

Jafoal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani -607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali —.666126/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaH .664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen — 777101/3 

Al -Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka —891611/15 

Queen .Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital —674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery — 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

409 1983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


.(09)900560 

Ibn 5ina Hospital »09i9S6732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

- « 09 >990990 

JRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

i02 >275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

— - - - (Q2j272275 

Ibn Ai Nofces Hospital 

— 1 02i24“ ] no 

AQABA: 

Princess Hay a Hospital 
f03)3I4IU 


EPR THE TRAVELI.FR 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied fr\ 
Royal Jordanian <RJ\ information 
depurmem c: ;/* Queen Alia 
Injemcutnal Airport TeL 
tOSiS 320Q-5' where ii should 
always he verified. Information on 
other flizlzs car. be supplied on 
phone OR 152700). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flishis 

-——Sanaa (RJ) 

oo-Jv .Damascus iRj) 


08:45^ Osaka. Bangkok Dubai (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah 1 add )(RJ) 

10:30 New Delhi (RJj 

10:50 -Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Ji 10 ? Beirut (RJ) 

Jeddah 1 add) (RJ) 

11^2 -■■■; London <RJj 

17:40 New York, .Amsterdam 
iRJl 

- Jeddah (addiiRJi 

JJrr - Bangkok (RJi 

—Lyon laddnRJj 

ref. Cairo (RJ| 

— Casablanca (RJ> 

. ..Manchester c add) (Rj, 
04:40 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur <RJ) 

Other Flights 

;£*? 'MS' 

ir.Q 5 Bahrain (GF) 

iil , 0 --■"--Vienna (OS) 

,J;L Pans - Damascus lAFj 

23^0 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

niofl Athens (OA) 

-Amsterdam iKL; 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian 1 Rj) Flights 

07:20 n . _ 

10-15 •■-■■■■--.BernnfRj) 

U .15 -"■■-■Jeddah (add) (Rj, 

i 2 * ;2 o Aqaba -4° n tadd)rRn 

-Casablanca (RJ, 


12:35 .. Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

13:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ,; 

J 3 ^ 0 -London tRJ) . 

13:35 - .FrankfunOU) 

10:45 - Manchester y add) (RJ) . 

19:00 .—.Cairo (RJ) 

20:00 Abu Dhabi, Jakarta (add) 
(RJ, 

22:05 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

23:2,9 Damascus (RJl 

00:30 -Sanaa (RJ): 

00:45 -Abu Dhabi (RJ)y 

02:35 Bahrain iRJ) 


Other Flights 

06:15 - Istanbul (TK, ! 

06:20 - .London (BA) ' 

08:45 -Beirut (ME) 

11:20 Cairo (MS, 

13:00 Bahrain (GF)! 

15:50 Vienna (OS) : 

22:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) ; 

23^5 -Damascus, Paris fAF) 

02:30 Amsterdam (KL, 


^t 


Dep. Amman — 9*0 am evoy Monday ; 
An: Damascus _&00pia evay Mbreby j 
I ^Qarnscus__gJ 0 ani _ eva y Sunday ^ 4 
Amman 6fl) pm every Sunday 
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Prince opens international Rotary Club meeting King urges population forum 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid Sunday 
opened an international Rotary Dub 
conference by paying tribute to mem- 
ber efforts in offering assistance for 
projects in social, humanitarian and 
voluntary fields. 

Prince Ra’d addressed approximate- 
ly 1,200 members of Rotary Clubs 
based in Egypt, Bahrain, Lebanon. 
Cyprus, Sudan. Jordan and Palestine, 
gathered at the Palace of Culture of A1 
Hussein Sports City. 

The Prince stated that he was hon- 
oured to represent Their Majesties 
Kiog Hussein and Queen Noor at the 
opening session. 

Thanking the Rotarians for their vol- 
untary and humanitarian assistance to 
various countries of the world, includ- 


ing Jordan, Prince Ra’d described 
these contributions as humanitarian in 
nature and offered in a brotherly spir- 
it 

Referring to Rotarians work in Jor- 
dan, Prince Ra’d cited Rotary Cub 
assistance to the needy, especially 
during the holy month of Ramadan, 
declaring such assistance as noble. 

The Prince also discussed the Mid- 
dle East peace process, noting that 
Jordan was among the leading coun- 
tries, dedicating efforts to achieving a 
comprehensive peace based on UN 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338 which call for the exchange of 
land for peace. The region is in vital 
need of extra efforts to stimulate the 
peace process and overcome obsta- 
cles, he said. 


The Prince requested that Rotary 
Clubs, along with other non-govern- 
mental and voluntary institutions in 
die region and the world, back such 
efforts to help consolidate regional 
peace through continued humanitarian 
services for the benefit of present and 
future generations. 

According to local Rotary Clubs, 
there are an estimated 1.2 milli on 
Rotarians affilitated with 280,000 
clubs worldwide. 

In Jordan, there are nine clubs in 
addition to Inner-Wheel Clubs for 
women and Rotary Act Clubs for 
youth, which have implemented 45 
social, community and voluntary pro- 
jects in the country to date. 


Training courses aim to boost women's 
political , economic enfranchisement 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With less than six 
months left before parliamentary elec- 
tions, almost 40,000 women from 
eight different areas of the Kingdom 
will benefit from three-dav training 
courses regarding their rights to vote 
and to run for Parliament, organisers 
said Sunday. 

The training courses entitled “A 
' Grassroots Project Promoting 
Women’s Equal Access to Parliament 
Elections 1997 (Voters and Candi- 
dates),” which began yesterday, are 
organised by the Business and Profes- 
sional Women Club (BPWC) in coop- 
eration with the Delegation of the 
European Commission in Jordan and 
the Canadian Embassy in Amman. 

President of BPWC Hind Abdul 
Jaber stated that the training courses 
consist of awareness lectures and pub- 
lications to enhance women's partici- 
pation in political and democratic life 
in order to reach Parliament 

The training courses will discuss 
two main themes, according to Ms. 
Abdul Jaber: targeting voters and set- 
ting a strategy for an election cam- 
paign. 

The course, she maintain ed- will 
also support women candidates 
through consultations and media man- 
aging, as well as by managing ' their 
i campaigns, holding debates and other 
activities to help their campaigns. 

Ms. Abdul Jaber outlined the club's 
activities which aim ai helping women 


reach decision-making positions and 
activating their role in public, eco- 
nomic, political and social arenas. 

In addition, she stated that the 
BPWC is also working to improve' 
women’s status in all fields and 
encouraging tliem to take responsibil- 
ity in society by providing awareness 
of the importance of h uman rights. 

Subsequent to the opening ceremo- 
ny. Canadian Ambassador to Jordan 
Michael Molloy told the Jordan Times 
that one of Canada's priorities in Jor- 
dan is to improve women’s status and 
empower people to take control of 
their lives. 

“Canada is a democratic country 
which promotes democracy and we 
strive to acquaint women with democ- 
ratic procedures and encourage them 
to participate in democratic life,” Mr. 
Molloy said. 

Women politicians and activists 
have continuously voiced their con- 
cerns over the low turnout of women 
candidates and voters in the past elec- 
tions of 1993 and 1989. 

During the 1989 elections, all 12 
women running for Parliament failed 
to reach their goal. This result, 
according to observers, led to only 
three women running for the 1993 
elections, in which one woman, Tou- 
jan Faisal won a seat in the Lower 
House. 

Women activists blamed the one- 
persoiu drie-vote system’, StatiUgthat if 
lessened women's chances of reaching 
Parliament and described it as “dis- 
criminatory, backwards and strength- 


ening tribalism while contradicting 
civil rights and national affiliations.” 

Delivering a speech on behalf of 
Yves Gazzo. head of the Delegation of 
the European Commission in Jordan, 
Economic Counsellor Ramon Mestres 
described the training courses as fund- 
ed under die MED A - Dem ocracy pro- 
gramme. 

The programme, which was the ini- 
tiative of the European Parliament, 
focuses on support for measures to 
promote democracy, rule of law, civil 
and socio-economic rights and the 
protection of vulnerable groups. 

Mr. Mestres asserted that one of the 
most important targeted groups of the 
MEDA Democracy Programme is 
women. 

He focused on their integration into 
political and economic life to stimu- 
late public awareness of women’s 
rights. 

“Fifteen per cent of the projects 
funded in 1996, under the MEDA 
Democracy Programme involved 
women, and four out of six projects 
approved for Jordan tackle the issue of 
women’s empowerment,” Mr. Mestres 
affirmed. 

He stressed that the promotion of 
women's integration, respect for 
women’s rights, with an emphasis on 
the promotion of women’s participa- 
‘tioit in political life and civil society-in 
general, “is a major European Com- 
mission priority in 1997 under this 
programme.” 


ting Doctor, director of cultural centre testify in Masri case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Criminal Court Sun- 
day heard two new witnesses in the 
case of Mazen Masri, a man accused 
of killing his two children in 
Shmeisani in September of last year. 

Mr. Masri reportedly confessed to 
authorities, two weeks subsequent to 
his children’s death, to poisoning 
them by administering tyanide pills 
instead of the regular vitamins the 
children generally took, before leav- 
ing for work on Sept. 1 1 . 

Physician Abdul Karim Min’, 58, 
told the court that he visited the 
aggrieved family often during the 
three-day mourning period. 

Dr. Miii' said that when the victims’ 
family explained that the children had 
been found dead, he suggested that 
their death was either caused by a 


cobra bite, “which is not native to Jor- 
dan," or by consuming cyanide. 

“I noticed, when I mentioned the 
word, that no one knew about the 
deadly poison, and that some people 
could not even pronounce the word 
cyanide properly,” he said. 

Dr. Min' added that, during the 
wake, when asked his opinion of how 
cyanide could have reached the Masri 
house, “I answered that perhaps a 
lunatic who suffers from the AIDS 
disease might have done it to wreak 
revenge on people.” 

In January f997, Mr. Masri retracted 
his confession before authorities, 
alleging that psychological pressure 
by authorities forced him to fabricate 
his confession. 

He also claimed that he was encour- 
aged to confess through promises of 
leniency, made by officials, if he 
admitted to the crime. 


The two children, Hanin, nine, and 
Hani, six, were found collapsed by 
their mother Hi am Hamoudeh at 7:15 
a.m. in their Abu Oneizah Housing 
Complex apartment. 

Ms. Hamoudeh had left the house to 
give her husband a ride to work at 
6:45 a.m. 

Also testifying for the defence, was 
Director of Haya Cultural Centre 
Nabih Riyal who said that the children 
used to visit the centre on a daily 
basis. 

“1 noticed thar Mr. Masri paid more 
attention and evidenced more concern 
for his children than other parents,” 
Mr. Riyal stated. 

The court tribunal comprised of Jus- 
tices Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq, Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Abdul Hamid Sa’ad 
adjourned the court session until May 
15 to hear the last three witnesses in 
the case. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


. . E3mRmoN$ ...■•* 

^"Colours” an exhibit of modem design items; ancf 
home accessories from European creators-, old Asfour 
Mansion, Otiunan Ben Affan . Street off Rainbow .Street,; 
. until May.7;.; . ■ • * 1. s/ ; v -V- 


Saddam Hussein goes 
online — well, almost 


at Baladria . Art Gallery, Gardens Street (TeL 5537598V 
7ttntil May 1?: ^ ■ ■//'. - :-v: : 

^v!*Woiks.by Iraqi artist Nuri AI Rawi mtit^ ’^DepaE-7 
luie of Innocence from die Worid” at Hanroura^.Arts 
•Gallery, Gardens Street (TeL 5536098), untiiMay. 1-5.- , 

Hanxida spring exhibition entitled “Crossing: 
LBbrders* (displaying rugs, cushions, runners, -and-w^: 


: mg, Deir AJ Gfaubar Tel. 658696), until May' 18. . .. .vu 

by Salam Kanaan at tite.Orient 
SBtneisani, (Tel. 681304) until May. 13.; j- y.yj.- 

’^Exhibition of frescoes of Jordanian nwkic& Md 
portraits by Dorothy Mango at the Jordan 
jnd Grafts Centre/Artisana, Jabal Amma n , -Secpnd.Cir-. 
-WTel 647858). until May 10. • ■■■■■; 

'^Exhibition by the San Frandsco-ba^ Palesoman- 
nAiaerioan architectural, photographer Said Hisham 

E jeh- entitled “The Farthest Mosque,” at Darat-Al 
Jr - Jabal Wefibdeh, imffl : May-8. ; Al$b;d^ 
by contemporary ‘Arab artists: ■ '' y Vr * 


AMMAN (R) — Fans of Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein can now 
send messages to the Iraqi 
president on the Internet via an 
official home page set up to 
celebrate his 60th birthday, a 
computer firm said on Sunday. 

But well-wishers hoping for 
replies to their e-mail will have 
to be patient 

There are no Internet facili- 
ties in Iraq and President Sad- 
dam’s electronic mail-box is 
800 kilometres away in Jordan. 
AU messages have to travel by 
land in and out of sanction-hit 
Baghdad to and firm Amman 

“1 will print them out here 
and send them by driver,” said 
Iyad Awad, Amman represen- 
tative of the Iraqi company 
Nahj Computer Services 
which set up the home page 
last week. 

Ml Awad said he had already 
received many messages but 
was saving than up “so we can 
send a big amount,” 

“It seems all the Arabic pub- 
lic was waiting for this, they 
are very enthusiastic,” he told 
Reuters. 

The page, at 

hnp-7/ 196.27.0-22/Iraq, shows 
Iraq's flag with the Arabic 


inscription Allahu Akbar (.God 
is great) and agrainy picture of 
Saddam Hussein, described 
simply as “the leader.” 

There is a biography of the 
president in Arabic and a 
description in English of the 
suffering which I raqis have 
endured during nearly seven 
years of U.N. sanctions, 
imposed on Baghdad for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
Blurred pictures Of barely dis- 
cernible tourist landmarks are 
also on show. 

President Saddam rarely 
appears in public and skipped 
his Own birthday parade in his 
hometown of 111011 last week, 
but Mr. Awad said any e-mail 
addressed to him would be 
passed on to Iraqi authorities in 
Baghdad. 


to support international efforts 
regarding refugee dilemmas 


CAPE TOWN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day urged parliamentarians from Africa and the Arab 
World, currently meeting in South Africa to discuss popu- 
lation and development issues, to support international 
efforts aimed ar addressing migratory, refttgee and popula- 
tion dilemmas. 

The King described need for the parliamentarians to tack- 
le such issues which he described as resulting from politi- 
cal differences and conflicts and as distressing Africans and 
Arabs alike. 

In a message addressed to the Parliamentary Forum for 
African and Arab Parliamentarians on Population and 
Development Affairs, delivered on his behalf by former 
Minister Marwan Hmoud, the King stated that “one of the 
main issues and challenges facing Arab and African coun- 
tries is the population explosion as rapid population growth 
is quickly devouring all development achievements and 
food production to an extent that it has transformed our rich 
countries into nations unable to satisfy their population’s 
food needs.” 

“This situation has prevented Arab and African nations 
from attaining aspired progress as it has halted these coun- 


tries from allocating reasonable income for vitally needed 
investments to meetfoe growing population’s basic needs,” 
according to the King. 

“Should the situation remain unchanged, the peoples of 
Africa and the Arab World are bound to remain stymied, 
needy and continually facing diseases and illiteracy, while 
awaiting assistance parcelled out by advanced nations," he . 

added. 

“I hope you will support current efforts to end population 
dilemmas such as migration, refugees and people fallin g 
victim to sieges.” King Hussein added. 

He expressed hope that the sufferings would end and that 
political issues would be settled within a framework of jus- 
tice and the protection of the rights of all nations as well as 
the termination of all forms of siege on nations which, he 
said, can no longer be justified. 

King Hussein voiced his trust that the parliamentarians 
would proffer suggestions to address population issues, the 
status of women, family planning, migration of people 
from rural to urban areas and water problems which, he 
said, continuously threaten peace and future generations. 


4 Kingdom 
can plant 
1 million 
palm trees 
in Jordan 
Valley’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Agriculture 
Mijhem Khreisha Sunday 
stated that Jordan could 
plant up to a million palm 
trees on over 140,000 

dunums of land, mainl y in 
the Jordan Valley, which, 
he affirmed, has an appro- 
priate warm climate in 
winter as well as a suffi- 
cient supply of water. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a workshop con- 
vened to analyse an Agri- 
cultnralCredit Corporation 
(ACC) study on prospects 
for planting palm trees and 
cultivating dates, the min- 
ister said that at least 11 
million cubic metres of 
water could be annually 
supplied for these trees. 

The study recommended 
that palm trees be commer- 
cially grown in Jordan and 
that palm tree cultivation 
could enable the Kingdom 
to diversify its agricultural 
output. 

The ACC estimated Jor- 
dan’s current annual 
imports of dates to be 
worth JD 1.4 million. 

Many other dale-based 
industries could be estab- 
lished, it said. 

In order to implement 
such a project, the Ministry 
of Agriculture would have 
to secure sufficient tree 
saplings, offer loans to 
farmers from the ACC to 
finan ce planting and 
should provide extension 
services for the farmers 
subsequent to planting the 
trees, according to the 
study. 

Suggesting that the pri- 
vate sector join the min- 
istry and the ACC in pro- 
ducing dates, in high 
demand throughout the 
year, the minister noted 
that Jordan plans to invite 
other ministers of agricul- 
ture in the Arab World to 
visit the Kingdom and 
enlist their countries' assis- 
tance and expertise in 
planting them. 

ACC Director General 
Nimer Nabulsi stated that 
the study aims to help Jor- 
dan diversify its agricultur- 
al output by planting palm 
trees while saving the 
country money which is 

now being spent on date 
imports. 

He said that the study 
demonstrated the feasibili- 
ty of the project and that 
the output could be mar- 
keted in Jordan and abroad. 


COLOURS 

An exhibit of modem design items and 
home accessories from top 
European creators 

at the old Asfour Mansion, Shari 1 Othman 

Ben Affan, off Rainbow Street 
From 1 0 a.m. - 1 p.m. & 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. until May 7 


Minister dismisses call for foreign 
observers to monitor elections 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid Sunday dismissed a recent call 
for international observers to monitor parliamentary elections, describing such an idea as 
shameful for the country. 

In an interview with the London-based Arabic magazine AI Wasau Mr. Rashid affirmed 
that opposition groups' demand for observers 10 monitor general elections has been total- 
ly rejected by the government. 

The opposition, led by the Islamic Action Front (IAF), had requested that the government 
accept election monitors; however, during an April press conference. Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali stared that the government could not accept the idea of observers. 

At the time. Dr. Majali also confirmed that the government would not forward an official 
invitation to either internal or international monitors, but added “everybody is welcome to 
come and watch,” pledging his government’s commitment to ensure fair and free elections. 

“We, in Jordan, are known for our credibility,” Mr. Rashid said. “In the past we have 
been asked to monitor and supervise elections of other countries.” 

“I consider this request as reflecting foe opposition’s apprehension in regards to foe 
results of foe coming elections as, had they been self-confident and assured of their elec- 
toral position, they would not have made foe request," he added. 

The government is preoccupied with issues other, but no less important, than foe elec- 
tions — especially foe issue of safeguarding Jordan’s security at social, cultural and 
humanitarian levels and ensuring that all people are allocated their rights under foe law, foe 
minister stated. 

On another tack, Mr. Rashid described the peace process as currently stagnating but that 
His Majesty King Hussein is exerting all efforts to support Palestinian endeavours to over- 
come obstacles in the way of peace. 

In foe interview' the minister described Jordan’s relations with neighbouring! countries as 
good, “but we suffer from smuggling and we are trying with all firmness to prevent drug 
trafficking, arms smuggling and other illicit merchandise.” 

Mr. Rashid affirmed smuggling as traversing foe northern and eastern borders, where, he 
said, smugglers employ modem technological equipment and use firearms in their opera- 
tions. 

King Hussein is personally concerned about this issue and has given directives that the 
Royal Badia Forces be supplied with sophisticated equipment for both diurnal and noc- 
turnal surveillance of foe borders. 

He stated that Jordan is constantly coordinating efforts with Saudi Arabia to prevent 
smuggling operations. 

Mr. Rashid called relations with Syria warm, adding that Amman and Damascus main- 
tain official contacts. 

Relations with Iraq are normal, he said, and our borders are open to citizens from both 
countries but we are determined to a bon all forms of smuggling or infiltration from across 
Jordanian borders. 


A professional outfit needs the following. Knowledge of 
computer in latest WINDOWS software with valid driving 
licence. Impressive salaries & incentives. 


SALES MANAGER 


- MBA Graduate with ten years experience in 
marketing & sales of Electronic & Telecommunication equipments. 
Job involves business development and supervision of a team of Sales 
Engineers, Client liaison, communication, project costing and 
business forecasting. 


MANAGER-ACCOUNTS & ADMINISTRATION 


- Chartered 

Accountant - ten years experience. Responsibilities include business 
development, client liaison, forecasting, estimation, costing & 
finance, time manpower & materials. Reporting directly to MD. 


SENIOR SALES ENGINEER 


- Graduate in Electronics & 
Telecommunication with five years experience in Business develop- 
ment & Institutional sales. To have commanding qualities to lead 
Engineers team with essential expertise in System Design, Imple- 
mentation, Operation & Maintenance of telecommunication systems, 
Computer Power Supplies, Installation, Programming, Repair & 
Maintenance of Electronic & Satellite equipments. 

Responsibilities include business development, client liaison, fore- 
casting, estimation, costing & finance, time, manpower & materials. 


SECRETARY TO MD 


- Graduate with ten years senior secretarial 
experience, Should be fluent in English and computer knowledge in 
word processing. 


SHOWROOM SALESMAN 


- An aggressive and pleasant salesman 
to independently, take charge of showroom which deals with 
Electronics, Telecommunications and GSM equipments / accessories. 

Post 1 & 2 , fluency in English communication and 
experience in the Gulf, in a computerised multi - national 
environment is preferable. * 
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4 World News 


Blair puts radical stamp 
on Britain’s new cabinet 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
new Prime Minister Tony 
Blair has named the Labour 
Party's first ruling cabinet 
in 1 S years and made dear 
he intends to push ahead 
with a radical programme of 
action. 

Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook was quoted Sunday as 
saying the Labour govern- 
ment would sign the Euro- 
pean Union's social chapter 
on workplace practices 
within the month. At the 
same time the race for the 
leadership of the defeated 

Conservative Party was 

thrown wide open by the 
annoujjccment Saturday 
that former Deputy Prime 
Minister Michael Heseltine 
would not be running. 

Up to the moment when 
he was admitted to hospital 
with what Conservative 
Central Office described as 
slight angina pains. Mr. 
Heseltine had been front- 
runner to succeed John Ma- 
jor, who announced Friday 
he was stepping down as 
party leader following his 
crushing election defeat bv 
Mr. Blair. 

Mr. Blair's cabinet con- 
tains five women, the first 
openly homosexual minister 
— Citris Smith, who was 
given the national heritage 
portfolio — and, in educa- 
tion. secretary David 


Blunkett. the first blind 
minister. 

The appointment of social 
security expert Frank Field 
to a second-ranking minis- 
terial post under Social 
Security Secretary Harriet 
Harman was seen as evi- 
dence that the Mr. Blair’s 
government intends to 
mount a major shake-up of 
the welfare system. Mr. 
Cook made clear he would 
follow up on Labour's cam- 
paign pledge and sign the 
ElTs social chapter within 
the month, although he said 
Britain was still unlikely to 
join the planned European 
single currency in the first 
wave in 1999. 

"Wc want to take Britain 
back out of a position of iso- 
lation. out of inward-look- 
ing chauvinism and into 
being a leading member of 
an international communi- 
ty,” he told the Observer 
newspaper. "Personally. 1 
think we are entering a peri- 
od when international poli- 
tics is coming of age." 

The Sunday Telegraph 
said Mr. Cook had dashed 
with Mr. Blair over the 
prime minister's plan, hasti- 
ly dropped, to appoint a pro- 
European businessman as 
minister for Europe. 

The Conservative Party, 
already reeling from its 
worst election defeat since 


1832. was rocked by the 
news that Mr. Heseltine 
would not be running for 
the leadership. Another top 
Conservative, Hong Kong 
Governor Chris Patren, also 
ruled himself out of the race 
to become the leader who 
must rebuild the party to the 
point where it can challenge 
Labour's massive majority 
of nearly 180 seats in the 
House of Commons. 

Many potential Conserva- 
tive leadership candidates 
lost their seats in the Labour 
landslide. Former Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer (Fi- 
nance Minister! Kenneth 
Clarke, a pro-European, has 
already thrown his hat in 
the ring. 

Former Social Security 
Secretary Peter Lilley also 
put himself forward. He is 
viewed as a candidate likely 
to please anti-Brussels 
“Eurosceptics." 

“I believe I am the best- 
placed to reunite, rebuild 
and renew the pony.” Mr. 
Lilley said in an interview 
with Mail On Sunday news- 
paper. 

Bui. acknowledging the 
grave difficulties faced by 
the Conservatives, he ad- 
ded: "We must restore our 
rapport with the country and 
end the caricature of the 
Tories (Conservatives) as 
hard-faced men without a 


social conscience or a social 
dimension." 

Potential leadership can- 
didates who have not so far 
declared are former Welsh 
Secretary William Hague, 
who at 36 may be too 
young, and former Health 
Secretary Stephen Dorrell, 
seen as rather colourless. 

Arch Eurosceptic John 
Redwood's prospects may 
have been boosted by the 
face that the standard-bearer 
of the right, former Defence 
Secretary Michael Portillo, 
lost his seaL For the Blair 
family, there were decisions 
to be taken while the prime 
minister was drawing up his 
cabinet 

Traditionally, the prime 
minister and his family live 
at 10 Downing Sl, behind 
one of the most famous 
front doors in the world. 
But the “flat above the 
shop" was found to be too 
cramped for Mr. Blair, his 
wife Cherie and their three 
young children: Nicky, 

Euan and Katharyn. Instead 
they will live in the apart- 
ment above 1 1 Downing Sl 
next door, traditionally the 
home of the chancellor of 
the exchequer. 

The new chancellor Gor- 
don Brown, who is a bache- 
lor. will live in the smaller 
apartment above number 
10. 


London’s Royal Academy hit by fire Sri Lankan 


LONDON (R) — Firefigh- 
ters Saturday battled a blaze 
at London's Royal Acade- 
my. one of the British capi- 
tal's best-known art gal- 
leries. 

Among its treasures is 
Michelangelo's Tondo, one 
of only four sculptures by 
the renaissance master out- 
side Italy, but the work was 
not thought to have been 
affected by the fire. 

About 100 people were 
led to safety before more 
than 100 firemen and about 
15 fire engines fought the 
flames and prepared to 
mount a major salvage 
operation. 

The world-famous build- 
ing in Piccadilly is the head- 


quarters of Britain’s Royal 
Academy of Arts, founded 
in 1768 to group the coun- 
try's most distinguished 
artists. 

There were no reports of 
casualties and academy of- 
ficials said only two galle- 
ries out of about 12 housing 
the annual summer exhibi- 
tion were hie by the fire. 

The London Fire Brigade 
said the roof of the building, 
where repair work had ap- 
parently been taking place, 
had caught fire. 

Firefighters trying to gain 
access to the building were 
initially beaten back by the 
flames. 

The ornate gallery regu- 
larly plays host to Britain's 


most important an exhibi- 
tions. 

Academy spokesman Da- 
vid Gordon said the summer 
exhibition — which pro- 
vides a showcase for the 
work of academy members 
— would open as planned 
brer this month, although 
with two galleries fewer 
than usual. 

Mr. Gordon said a small 
number of architectural dra- 
wings and one or two scul- 
tures had been damaged. 

"There were no water 
sprinklers in the building. 
There was an argument 
about sprinklers in an an 
gallery because of potential 
damage to exhibits." he told 
reponers. 


New pro-democracy party launched 
in Hong Kong before handover 


HONG KONG (R> — An 
independent Hong Kong 
legislator launched a pro- 
democracy parly Sunday, 
just 5S days before the Bri- 
tish colony reverts to Com- 
munist China. 

Christine Loh. who will 
he kicked out or office on 
the handover of Hong Kong 
at midnight on June 30 
when the existing legisla- 
ture is disbanded, pledged 
to remain in politics for 10 
years. 

"There is a view that poli- 
tical work is going to he dif- 
ferent after July 1 because 
China is less tolerant of 
political disersity and dis- 
sent some people see politi- 
cians as an endangered spe- 
cies." Ms. Loh said just 
ahead of the official launch 
of the Citizens Pjitv. 

"Hong Kong will become 
j pan oithc Chinese state ... 
this can be frightening be- 
cause we are fearful of the 
opaque and more authori- 
tarian nature of (he main- 
land political culture,” she 
said in a Hong Kong Radio 
broadcast. 

Ms. Loh said these con- 


cerns could not be allowed 
to freeze Hong Kong people 
into inaction. 

“We must learn more 
about the Chinese system. 
We advocate dialogue with 
China." she said. "We must 
learn how to preserve the 
more liberal Hong Kong 
system.” 

The new Citizens Party 
advocates unis ersal suf- 
frage in Hong Kong and 
free market economics al- 
lied with environmentally - 
friendly policies. 

Ms. Loh does not believe 
her ness party would spjii 
the pro-democracy camp in 
Hong Kong. 

"I reckon, we reckon, the 
market is nor saturated for 
politics in Hong Kong." she 
told a news conference. 

“We also want to build a 
political culture in Hong 
Kong — competitive but 
not ads ersial.” Ms. Loh 
said. 

The leader of Hong 
Kong’s Democratic Parry. 
Martin Lee. said he shared 
Ms. Loh s views. 

"One more pans will give 
the people more choice." 


Mr. Lee. who attended the 
launch, said. 

Mr. Lee and his col- 
leagues in the Democratic 
Pans- — the largest and old- 
est party in Hong Kong — 
will lose their seats in" the 
Legislative Council at the 
handover. 

China was angered by 
democratic reforms intro- 
duced by Britain in the twi- 
light of colonial rule and 
will disband the legislature 
returned under the reformed 
electoral laws in 1995. 

An interim Provisional 
Legislature wjj] be installed 
in its place. It is expected to 
draft new electoral laws in 
lime for polls expected in 
1998. 

Ms. Loh and the Democ- 
rats boycotted the Provisio- 
nal Legislature selection 
process held last December. 
They argued it was uncon- 
stitutional. 

Ms. Loh said she planned 
to contest elections to the 
Legislative Council in 19SS. 

Her less experienced col- 
legues were likely to cut 
their teeth on lower tier mu- 
nicipal elections, she said. 


Everest expedition discovers frozen 
body of S. African photographer 


JOHANNESBURG l AFP) 
— Indonesian climbers on 
Mount Everest discovered 
the frozen body of British- 
born South African photog- 
rapher Bruce Herrod, who 
disappeared near the sum- 
mit of the worlds tallest 
peak last year, a report said. 

Members of the Indone- 
sian expedition discovered 
Herrod's body last week at 
the foot of the so-called 
“Hillary Step." a 20-metre 
rock face near the 8.848 
metre summit of Everest. 
Johannesburg's Sunday 
Times newspaper reported. 

Herrod was missing soon 


after he reached the peak in 
ihe late hours of May 24. 
1996 — about seven hours 
behind his South African 

teammates. 

He had straggled behind 
the others, and began des- 
cending the mountain in the 
dark, in extremely cold tem- 
peratures. according to 
teammates Ian Woodall and 
Cathy O' Dowd. 

Anatoli Boukrecv, the 
Russian mountaineer lead- 
ing the Indonesian expedi- 
tion apparently told Ame- 
rican Todd Burelson. the 
leader of another expedi- 
tion. that Herod's body was 


on a narrow ledge directly 
below a dangerous crag, the 
newspaper said. 

Mountaineers aiming to 
climb Everest this spring 
will virtually have to step 
over the body, Boukreev 
added. 

The Russian added that he 
had buried the body of New 
Zealander Scon Fischer, the 
renowned mountaineer who 
died in a sionn that claimed 
10 lives just weeks before 
the South African expedi- 
tion last vear. 


rebels 
bombard 
northern 
air base 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas bombarded a north- 
ern government air base, 
sparking an artillery duel in 
the early hours of Sunday, 
residents and military offi- 
cials said. 

“Most of the shells 
appeared to fall od the 
main military - base. They 
were targeting die air force 
runway," said a resident in 
Vavuniya. 220 kilometres 
north of Colombo. “We're 
unaware of the damage. 
Explosions rocked the 
area." he added. "We could 
hear the gunfire and the 
whine of shells flying 
through the air." 

Army gunners at the 
Vauniya base rerumed fire 
and the artillery duel, 
which began around 1.30 
a.m.. went on for about an 
hour, residents and military 
officials said. 

Military officials said the 
air force had stopped park- 
ing aircraft at the base after 
a previous attack by Libe- 
ration Tiger s of Tamil Ee- 
lam (LITE) rebels using 
long-range guns captured 
in raids on army bases. 

"We can’t say if the 
attack caused any damage 
because we don't want the 
Tigers to know how accu- 
rate their firing was," a 
military official said. 

The rebels, fighting for 
an independent homeland 
for minority Tamils in the 
mainly Sinhalese Indian 
Ocean island's north and 
east, fired about 30 shells, 
wounding a policeman and 
the principal of a school, he 
said. 

The rebel artillery attack 
could be an effort to disrupt 
preparations by the mili- 
tary' to open a land route to 
the northern Jaffna penin- 
sula. through the north- 
central Wanni mainland, 
most of which is under 
rebel control, he said. 

The military is believed 
to be preparing for an 
offensive to link Vavuniya 
with the Jaffna peninsula, 
about 100 kilometres fur- 
ther north. 

The military now relies 
entirely on air and sea 
transport to send troops and 
supplies to bases in Jaffna. 

The government says 
more than 50,000 have 
died in the war, now in its 
14th year. The Tigers say 
the death toll is higher: 




Katrina and the Waves, representing the United Kingdom pose for photO^pbere^er wTOJU^the^E ^ with 
Song Contest 1997 with the song Love Shine A Light written by Kimberly Rew. Katnna 

227 points out of 25 countries from all over Europe (Reuter photo) ^ ill 

European Song Contest goes on despite bomb call 


DUBLIN (R) — Britain 
emerged victorious Satur- 
day night at the Eurovision 
Song Contest, despite bomb 
warning from a telephone 
caller claiming to speak for 
hardline pro-British “loyal- 
ists." 

Ireland's broadcasting 
network. RTE. which pro- 
duced the live television 
broadcast seen by an esti- 
mated 300 million viewers, 
reported that nothing was 
found from a search of the 
venue, the Point Depot 
Complex in Dublin, after 
the warning was relayed to 
a Belfast television station. 

“An immediate but dis- 
creet search was made by 
Special Branch officers 
when the warning was 
received but nothing was 


found in the building." an 
RTE reporter said. 

RTE said in a news report 
that a caller had claimed 
that two devices had been 
planted and gave a 30-mi- 
nute warning just before the 
start of the contest. 

The caller claimed to rep- 
resent the Loyalist Volun- 
teer Force, a recently 
formed extremists group 
pledged to keep Northern 
Ireland under British rule. 

The competition, won by 
British band, Katrina and 
the Waves, was held amid 
unprecedented security fol- 
lowing police fears that Pro- 
testant guerrillas might 
stage an attack. 

The British entry, howev- 
er, coasted to success scoo- 
ping 227 points, with Ire- 


land in second with 157 and 
Turkey in third with 121. 

Some 400 police officers. 
some of them armed, were 
on duty around the venue. 

“There is a lot of security 
at the building, just to make 
sure." a spokesman for the 
competition told Reuters 
before it got underway. 

Police and security 
experts guarded the Point 
Theatre in the run-up to the 
event and the venue was 
closed for two hours in the 
afternoon as officers with 
sniffer dogs combed the 
complex. 

Irish President Mary Ro- 
binson and Prime Minister 
John Bruton were among 
3,000 spectators at the the- 
atre in Dublin. 

Entrants from 25 coun- 


tries took part competing 
for the honour of winning 
the prize for the best song. 

Irish newspapers had 0 
reported fears that Northern 
Ireland-based Protestant 
“loyalist" guerrillas might 
try "to disrupt the Eurovision 
competition in relaxation 
for recent IRA action in 
Britain. 

The Irish Republican Ar- 
my (IRA), fighting to end 
British rule of Northern 
Ireland, forced the post- 
ponement of the famous 
Grand National Horse 
Steeplechase in April with a 
hoax bomb warning. 

It has also disrupted Bri- 
tain's travel network several 
times in recent weeks with a 
series of bomb attacks and 
hoax calls. 


Aid workers arrested in Kabul — relief official 


KABUL (Agencies) — At 
least 12 aid workers, all Af- 
ghan nationals, have been 
arrested by the Taleban au- 
thorities in Kabul on char- 
ges of gun running, a relief 
official said Sunday. 

“At least 12 aid organisa- 
tion employees were arrest- 
ed lost Tuesday. The staff 
have been accused of gun 
running." said Ross Ever- 
son of the Agency Coor- 
dinating Body for Afghan 
Relief, an umbrella body. 

He said the arrested work- 
ers, all men, were from 
three aid organisations: The 
French-based Afghan Vac- 
cination and Immunisation 
Centre (AVICEN) and lo- 
cally based organisations. 
Development and Humani- 
tarian Services for Afgha- 
nistan (DHSA) and Coor- 
dination of Humanitarian 
Assistance. 

AVICEN and DHSA were 
also accused os organisa- 
tions of involvement in gun 
running, he said. 

According to Mr. Ever- 
son, the men were arrested 
by the First Army Division, 
but he said he had been 


unable to find out what had 
become of them. - 

"We are doing our utmost 
to find out what has hap- 
pened to these men. We 
have seen the first army 
division, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the 
Security Ministry, but they 
either do not know what is 
happening or they are not 
saying." Mr. Everson said. 

Mr. Everson said he 
would continue to try to 
find out what had happened 
to the men. 

On Feb. 21 seven employ- 
ees of the French aid organ- 
isation Action Contre la 
Faim (Action Against Hun- 
ger) were arrested by the 
Taleban authorities and ac- 
cused of immoral behav- 
iour. 

They have all been re- 
leased after serving varying 
sentences, some of which 
included a symbolic whip- 
ping. 

Meanwhile, mobile anti- 
vice patrols of the Afghan 
Taleban militia here pun- 
ished five beard trimmers 
and a tailor taking ladies* 
measurements, state-run 


radio announced. 

“Five men who had either 
shaved or trimmed their 
beards were necessarily 
punished." Taleban-mouth- 
piece Radio Shariat an- 
nounced. 

"A tailor who was taking 
the measurements of two 
ladies, contrary to the prin- 
ciples of Islam, was also 
necessarily punished and 
the ladies were given moral 
advice," the report added. 

The report did not specify 
the type of punishment 
handed out to the offenders 
Saturday, but a common 
punishment is a light beat- 
ing with a long stick, more 
for public humiliation than 
for physical pain. 

-The patrols are conducted 
by the Department of Fos- 
tering Virtue and Suppres- 
sing Vice, a special office 
with emergency powers to 
crack down on wrongdoing 
in the Afghan capital, seized 
last September and relative- 
ly liberal prior to its capture. 

"The teams also patrolled 
the city inviting the citizens 
to perform their five times 
daily prayers in congrega- 


tion." Radio Shariat added. 

The so-called Religious 
Police use speedy Japanese- , 
made four-wheel drive * r 
vehicles — mounted with 
megaphones and equipped 
with a microphone near the 
driver's seat — to cruise the 
city in search of offenders. 

Rules banning the trim- 
ming of beards — or even 
worse shaving — originate 
from interpretations of the 
“sunnat." or examples of the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

Laws regarding the 
appearence of women origi- 
nate from the Koranic verse 
requiring women to dress 
modestly. 

Women are made to wear 
a head-to-toe garment 
called a burqa. with only a 
piece of gauze over the eyes 
to allow a blurry glimpse of 
the outside world. 

In the two-thirds of Af- 
ghanistan under their con-®' 
trol, the Taleban have im- 
posed a strict interpretation 
of ( Shariat j Islamic Law in 
their aim to bring a "pure 
Islamic state" to" the war- 
tom country. 
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'FID AM A /T> V A r L .1 .1 11 ^ 


TIRANA (R) — A United box rather than through buj- opposition socialists sr™ 
Nations refugee official re- lets." he said. “Allow these gle to agree on election 
commended Saturday no people to remain on tempo- laws, the international com 
action against the flood of rary residency ... Then after munitv is urmn° the pW-" 
Albanians trying to flee the election the international tion knd a mulu-nationai 
their homeland, until after a community can draw its force has been deployed ?n 
general election conclusion. Starting to think Albania to oversee ^ d 

Thousands of Albanians about a return programme deliveries a,a 

have fled across the Adriatic now is. in my view, prema- Mr. Guicmabaud^ 
to Italy, or over the southern lure” mended £....1^ i reco . m " 

border into Greece -since a This is the second time ille°a! imSfl housu ?8 
wave of violence broke that large numbers of people implemen?? SS" S cou,d 
three months ago when pop- from Europe’s poorest na- programme ^„^ lo ’ v . ole 
ular, high-nsk savings funds tion have fled their home- Albanians L encoura 8 in 2 
collapsed. land. voluniSf • 10 retur ° home 

Although the main rea- A huge number of Alban- Meanwhi/ 0 V0Ie ’ 

sons for the exodus ap- ians emigrated illegally to cashing in i e ’ s ™ u S2 ,ers are 
peared to be economic or to Italy and Greece in 1991 dus c on Ule m ass exo- 
escape the armed gangs and 1992 after the collapse An a 

now terrorising southern of the ruthless Stalinist gov- 'mated 103 people 

Albania, the U.N. official eminent which ruled fo7°46 aThin when 

said there was a political years. n ]P 1 tr ? m V lore tn south- 

element that could lead to On March I this vear. A!- Italian w 3 Co!lided with an 
harassment if people were bania's Democratic Pam- iXwJ? , fri ^te 30 

“".‘‘’“m government was forced to eni hX £? d,si “ south - 

I would 1 recommend that resign as angry .Albanians naid ^ PMsengen 
host coimtrte take no ac- cook to the street to protest nnl ?° *** for a space 
non against Albanians until the collapsed savinoc 4 boat - h 

after the general election schemes. s A week ago Italian anrhnr 

?» Jof 29>" President Safi Berisha. Badeta rescued 571 

Olmer Guignabaudet. on a who has ruled since 1 99^ Ramans c ™med into \ 

^ a PP°“red an interim from ^ for 50 left 

U.N. High Commissioner partv government and , ° m v ehpoje be*-? ,5 

for Refugees (UNHCR). !^tocaUael2ti" fc®: knu &ora 1° 

told Reuters. years, earlv. ,o rS>™' f ^ ' ra Album. feS U, h “ nh - 

“It is better to resolve the in the government * “«ed 267 of these 5 T 
conflict through the ballot While the democrats and uTa‘“ A? 


box rather than through bul- 
lets.” he said. “Allow these 
people to remain on tempo- 
rary residency ... Then after 
the election the international 
community can draw its 
conclusion. Starting to think 
about a return programme 
now is. in my view, prema- 
ture.” 

This is the second time 
that large numbers of people 
from Europe's poorest na- 
tion have fled their home- 
land. 

A huge number of Alban- 
ians emigrated illegally to 
Italy and Greece in 1991 
and 1992 after the collapse 
of the ruthless Stalinist gov- 
ernment which ruled for 46 
years. 

On March 1 this year, Al- 
bania's Democratic Party 
government was forced to 
resign as angry Alb ania 
took to the streets to protest 
the collapsed savings 
schemes. 


In recent days 4,000 peo- 
ple have been camped out 
near Velipoje, hoping to 
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rtioania to oversee aid 
deliveries. 

Mr Guignabaudet recom- 
mended countries housing 
illegal immigrants could 
implement a retum-to-vote 
programme, encouraging 

Albanians to return home 
voluntarily to vote. 

Meanwhile, smugglers are 
cashtng in on the massexo- 
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Republic 
‘inevitable’ 
for New 
j Zealand — 
Labour 
leader 

AUCKLAND (AFP) — 
Breaking historic constitu- 
tional links with Britain 
and becoming a republic is 
“inevitable” for New Zea- 
land, Labour Party leader 
Helen Clark said. 

She is setting up talks 
with Maori to discuss a 
constitution for the country 
once the link with Britain 
is broken. 

Ms. Clark briefly men- 
tioned the issue in a speech 
at Labour's Auckland Re- 
gional Conference, the first 
time she has broached it in 
front of her party. 

“In my view it is inevi- 
table that New Zealand 
will become a republic," 
she told the New Zealand 
Press Association after her 
speech. ‘‘While everyone, 
or most people, respect the 
present queen as . a gra- 
cious, diligent person they 
don't have the same respect 
for her heirs and succes- 
sors.” 

“And if Australia is to be- 
come a republic ... then at 
some stage the issue is 
going to be when does 
New Zealand move," she 
added. 

She said discussions with 
Maori would form part of a 
process already under way; 
the party was being briefed 
by Maori organisations 
about their aspirations. But 
she would not speculate on 
when the change ro repub- 
lican status would come. 

Ms. Clark last year 
looked set to become New 
Zealand's first woman 
prime minister until New 
Zealand first — which held 
the balance in the elections 
— chose National as its 
preferred coalition partner. 
V Prime Minister Jim Bol- 
ger once suggested the year 
2000. although he found 
little favour for the idea 
within his own party and it 
is not on the National’s 
agenda. 

“We are not in the posi- 
tion of Australia — al- 
though they were not sensi- 
tive to the rights of then- 
first people either — and 
for us it's a bit like Ca- 
nada,'" she said. 

“Canada finds it very dif- 
ficult to negotiate a consti- 
tutional settlement because 
of the place of their first 
people." 

Ms. Clark said she was 
not pretending to have any 
answers, but the change 
had to be considered and 

* dialogue had to be opened 
with Maori. 

“It will happen. It’s a 
question of when. I grew 
up in a New Zealand where 
people soli called their 
children after children of 
the royal family. Thar has 
changed completely, and it 
will keep on changing.” 
she said. 

Earlier in the conference 
she lambasted the coalition 
government made up of 
centre-right National and 
New Zealand First parties 
for launching a “second 
wave of Thatcherism.” re- 
fering to Britain’s former 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, signalled by im- 
minent privatisation of air- 
ports, electricity and televi- 
sion. the Sunday Star 
% Times reported. 

Capitalising on this 
week's landslide victory 
for the British Labour Par- 
ty, and with the image of 
New Zealand’s coalition 
government in tatters amid 
a serious fraud office in- 
vestigation of New Zea- 
land First MP Tukoroirangi 
Morgan for extravagant 
spending. Ms. Clark re- 
ferred to the “sleaze" sur- 
rounding New Zealand 
Fust. 

Many were shocked by 
the larest new right policies 
including moves to deregu- 
late postal services and cast 
kindergarten teachers out- 
ol side the state sector an- 

* nounced this week, she 
said. 



Spanish Princess Cristina holds the hand of her fiance Inaki Urdangarin as she talks to her father King Joan Carlos 
while Queen Sofia talks to her future son-in-law after the engagement ceremony at Zarzuela Palace Saturday. King 
Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia gave their blessings to the upcoming marriage of their youngest daughter Cristina to 
professional handball player Urdangarin (Reuter photo! 

Spain’s king gives blessing to daughter’s marriage 


MADRID (R) — Spain’s 
King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofia gave their bles- 
sing Saturday to the mar- 
riage of their younger 
daughter to a professional 
handball player, the palace 
said. 

Inaki Urdangarin, dressed 
in a smart dark suit and tie, 
had gone to Zarzuela Pa- 
lace. the royal residence, to 
ask formally for Princess 
Cristina’s hand. 

The couple smiled and 
giggled as they wandered 
through the palace gardens 
holding hands for the first 
time in public under the 
spotlight of cameras and 
reporters. 

'• "I think it’s grear because 
if she's happy. I’m happy," 
King Juan Carlos said as the 
pair posed on the palace 
steps with their relatives. 

Princess Cristina. 31, 
wearing a cream-coloured 
trouser suit, happily held up 
her finger to show off a dia- 


mond ring that her fiance 
gave her as an engagement 
present. 

Word of the engagement 
emerged Wednesday when 
the palace said Princess 
Cristina would marry Mr. 
Urdangarin. 29. whom she 
met at the Olympic Games 
in Atlanta last year. 

The couple said they 
planned to marry later this 
year in Barcelona, where 
they both live and work. 

Mr. Urdangarin, bom in 
the Basque town of Zurnar- 
raga, is the son of a banking 
family and plays handball 
for Barcelona and Spain. 

At the Atlanta Games, his 
team won a bronze medal 
' which he later physically 
split in half with an injured 
team mate who could not 
anend the Olympics. Spa- 
nish media reported. 

Mr. Uradangarin, standing 
1.96 metres, is rated as one 
of Spam’s top five hand ball 
players of all time and has 


expressed a desire to go on 
playing professionally after 
the marriage. 

Media reports have des- 
cribed him as the perfect 
gentleman who. among 
other things, likes to cook 
and listen to the British rock 
group Queen. 

Princess Cristina, third in 
line to the throne, also in- 
tends to continue working at 
the Savings Bank where she 
assists with cultural pro- 
jects, the palace said. 

The children of Spain’s 
king and queen have cap- 
tured the affection of the 
public with their down-to- 
earth style and the family 
has become a symbol of 
their country’s young de- 
mocracy. 

When King Juan Carlos 
came to the throne after the 
death of dictator General 
Francisco Franco in 1975, 
he guided the country to 
democratic rule and he fur- 
ther cemented a place in the 


hearts of the public when he 
averted a military coup in 
1981. 

He has tried hard to allow 
his children to lead as nor- 
mal a life as possible, en- 
couraging to marry for love 
and not status, according to 
media reports. 

It will be the second royal 
wedding in two years. Prin- 
cess Elena, the elder daugh- 
ter, married Spanish busi- 
nessman Jaime de Maricha- 
lar in a lavish ceremony in 
1995. 

“Already the second one 
has gone," the king told re- 
porters with a broad smile 
on his face. 

The youngest member of 
the family. Crown Prince’ 
Felipe, 29, is still single. 
Asked by reporters when he 
would marry, he lifted a 
hand to his ear and joked; 
“I'm a little deaf at the 
moment." 


Taiwan people march against social disorder 


TAIPEI fR! — More than 
20,000 demonstrators, wiel- 
ding anti-government ban- 
ners and wearing white 
mourning bands, took to the 
streets of Taipei Sunday in 
protest against die govern- 
ment's failure to check a 
spate of violent crimes. 

The demonstrators, 

shocked by the recent kid- 
nap and murder of a famous 
actress's teenage daughter, 
planned to march to the pre- 
sidential office and deliver a 
letter demanding the resig- 
nation of Premier Lien 
Chan. 

“We will all lie down in 
front of the presidential of- 


fice in a peaceful protest, “ 
said Lee Tien-Chien, a rally 
leader, as the throng gath- 
ered in Taipei’s Chiang Kai- 
Shek Memorial Hall to 
commence the march. 

“We will demand an apol- 
ogy from (Taiwan Presi- 
dent) Lee Teng-Hui and ask 
Lien Chan to resign. “ Lee 
said. 

In the latest of a string of 
violent crimes that have hit 
Taiwan in the past year, 
police last month found the 
body of 17-year-old Pai 
Hsiao- Yen. daughter of ac- 
tress Pai Ping-Ping, floating 
naked in a river. 

The kidnappers, who re- 


mained at large, had stran- 
gled the teenager with two 
ropes, bound her hands and 
sunk her in the river with 
weights. 

Activists said the murder 
was a stark example of how 
the government was failing 
to protect its people. 

“We simply cannot be 
silent students anymore. We 
demand that the govern- 
ment start taking responsi- 
bility for the deterioration 
of social values. “ said a 
college student who joined 
the largely non-poitical 
march. 

“This march is not about 
one party against another. 


Instead, it is about the wel- 
fare of the Taiwan people,” 
said Lin Yt-hsiung, a promi- 
nent official of the main 
opposition . Democratic 
Progressive Party. 

But terse banners that read 
“outrage” and “grieve” sig- 
nalled a united anti-govern- 
ment sentiment. 

Interior Minister Lin 
Feng-Cbeng acknowledged 
in December that Taiwan’s 
social order had deteriorat- 
ed to a “shocking” level, 
with the crime rate soaring 
by 80 per cent between 
1990 to 1996. 


Ukraine, Romania initial friendship treaty 


KIEV <R) — The foreign ministers of Ukraine and Ro- 
mania initialled Saturday a long-delayed post-Communist 
friendship treaty that may improve Bucharest's chances for 
early NATO membership. 

Hennady Udovenko of Ukraine told a news conference 
the document proclaimed the present borders between the 
two countries “inviolable" and said neither nation would 
have any claims on the territory of the other. 

Mr. Udovenko and Adrian Severin of Romania initialled 
the treaty, which is due to be formally signed by the presi- 


dents of the two countries and ratified by their parliaments. 

The Soviet Union seized chunks of Romanian territory in 
1940 under the secret Soviet-German Pact and these terri- 
tories, including northern Bukovina and southern Bessa- 
rabia. became part of Ukraine after the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed in 1991. 

“There is an article in the document confirming the invi- 
olability of the existing borders and proclaiming that (both 
sides) would not have any territorial claims to each other 
now and in the future,” Mr. Udovenko said. 


U.S. turns to balloons for Cruise missile defences 


By Jim Mannion 
Agence France Presse 

HUNTSVILLE, Alabama — In a marriage of the old and 
new. the U.S. military is bringing back balloons — this time 
fitted with sophisticated radars to guard against Cruise mis- 
sile attacks. 

Using balloons as observation platforms in war goes back 
more than a hundred years to the American Civil War when 
they were used to direct artillery fire. 

Now the U.S. army wants to use the Aerostat, as its call- 
ing the newfangled balloon, as a relatively cheap way to 
give ground forces a way to look over the horizon for 
stealthy, terrain-skimming Cruise missiles. 

“Using that elevated sensor we’re able to see a Cnrise 
missile at extended ranges," said army Colonel Herb Carr, 
who is in charge of the $500 million programme to devel- 
op and test a prototype by 2002. 

The radar horizon of a Patriot missile defence is only 
about 30 kilometres, which doesn’t leave forces on the 
ground much time to shoot it down. 
w But lifting radars 5.000 metres off the ground in a tethered 
balloon dramatically expands the horizon to as much 300 
kilometres. Col. Carr said. 

The army's concept calls for using balloons that are big- 
ger than a Jumbo Jet and can cany nearly 1,800 kilo- 
grammes of radar, electronic warfare gear, remote controls 
for long range. 

It would be tethered with a cable containing a fiber optic 


line for data transmissions and power lines. 

The advantages, according to Col. Carr, are chiefly cost. 

Despite the programme’s $500 million price tag, the 
army calculates that the cost per hour of keeping an 
Aerostat aloft will be about $500 compared to thousands of 
dollars an hour for an AWACS surveillance plane. 

Moreover, a balloon could fly for two to three weeks at a 
time, the army says. 

On the other hand, a 71 metre long balloon would be a 
pretty inviting target, 

“The Walloon does not pop," Col. Carr said here in a re- 
cent series of briefings put on by the army’s Space and Stra- 
tegic Defence Command here. “You can fill it full of 20 ram 
holes and it gradually loses pressure but it does not pop." 

He contends the Aerostat’s best defence would be its abil- 
ity to spot missiles from afar and direct Patriot crews or air- 
craft to destroy them. 

Rocket fire and artillery would be a threat but the balloons 
would be tethered out of range. 

The biggest threat would probably be commando assaults, 
according to carr, so the balloons would have to be tied 
down inside a defended perimeter. 

Although susceptible to weaiher. two balloons staked far 
apart could provide all weather coverage, he said. 

Some Middle Eastern countries already are using bal- 
loons for military purposes. Israel, Kuwait the United Arab 
Emirates, and Saudi Arabia either already have them or are 
buying them. Col. Carr said. 


Chirac to enter fra 



as poll lead narrows 


PARIS (AFP) — President 
Jacques Chirac is set to 
enter the fray in ihe French 
legislative election cam- 
paign this week, as his cen- 
tre-right majority battles for 
reelection in ballots barely 
three weeks away. 

The Gaullist bead of state 
is expected to make a per- 
sonal appeal to voters Wed- 
nesday — the second anni- 
versary of his own election 
— after a weekend poll 
showed the right's lead nar- 
rowing, according to press 
reports. 

The poll indicated the 
lead held by the Rally For 
the Republic (RPR) and 
Union for French Democ- 
racy (UDF) was down to 10 
seats in the 577-seat Natio- 
nal Assembly, which it for- 
merly controlled with an 80 
per cent majority. 

Perhaps more worrying Iv, 
some 36 per cent of voters 
say they are undecided 
about how they will vote in 
the two-round ballots on 
May 25 and June 1, accord- 
ing to the new poll in the 
Journal Du Dimanche 
(JDD) newspaper. 

Most polls over the last 
two weeks have given the 
right a lead of from 40 to 
100 seats. 

The French election race 
was launched on April 21 
when Mr, Chirac an- 
nounced the dissolution of 
Parliament, saying he need- 
ed a new parliamentary 
mandate to continue eco- 
nomic reforms and take 
France further into Europe. 

Over the last two weeks 
the parties have been most- 
ly jockeying for position, 
with events overshadowed 
by the elections across the 
channel in Britain. 

Since the landslide victo- 
ry by Labour Party leader 
Tony Blair Thursday, both 
the French left and right 
have sought to interpret the 
British result for their own 
ends. 

Premier Alain Juppe did 
so again Sunday, denying 
that the British left’s suc- 
cess could be repeated in 
France. 

“The British Labour Party 
won because they had the 
courage to change. The 
Bench left has not changed. 
They have learned no les- 


sons from history.” he said. 

In fact the French cam- 
paigns proper only start 
Monday. Mr. Chirac, who 
as president has no formal 
role in the legislative ballots 
apart from railing them, is 
expected to make a “direct 
intervention” probably 
Wednesday, according to 
the JDD. 

Mr. Juppe declined to 
confirm what form the 
intervention might take, but 
added; “Ir is normal that the 
president says what he 
thinks, and what he wants," 
noting that the move would 
not be unprecedented. 

The timing of the French 
presidents intervention has 
been much discussed. The 
choice of the second anni- 
versary of his election on 
May 7, 1995 — when he 
beat Socialist Party (PS) 
leader Lionel Jospin — 
would be neatly symbolic. 

Mr. Chirac is to travel to 
China the following week 
for a four-day trip May 14- 
18. 

Mr. Jospin, who has 
forged links with the Com- 
munists and the Greens in a 
bid ro overturn his party’s 
routing in 1993 ballots, has 
made the fight against job- 
lessness the central plank of 
his campaign. 

The parry manifesto un- 
veiled Friday notably 
pledged to create 700,000 
jobs for the young and in- 
troduce a 35-hour work 
week without loss of pay in 
place of the cureem 39 
hours. 

Mr. Juppe again lashed 
out at the manifesto Sunday 
— and in particular accused 
Mr. Jospin of “electoral- 
ism" over Europe by saying 
he would set new condi- 
tions for France's participa- 
tion in a single European 
currency. 

“Lionel Jospin has just 
made a, quite clear change in 
.direction, an electioneering 
change in direction which 
would lead France to turn Us 
back on Europe. Thai would 
be a heavy responsibility.” 
he told the JDD. 

One government figure 
who will not be campaign- 
ing is Culture Minister 
Philippe Douste-BIazv, who 
was stabbed in the back 
Friday evening by a man 


with mental problems, and 
is expected to take at least a 
few weeks to recover. 

Mr. Douste-Blazy ex- 
pected to leave hospital in 
two or three days, officials 
said Sunday. 

President Chirac had a 
long telephone conversation 
with him Sunday, the Ely- 
see Palace said, reporting 
that he would probably he 
allowed out of hospital mid- 
week. but would have to 
convalesce for some lime. 

The attack also means Mr. 
Douste-Blazy will no; be lit 
enough to open the 5(iih 
Cannes Film Festival 
Thursday, the Culture Mi- 
nistry said. 

His assailant, identified a* 
37-year-old Albanian Au- 
nan Cifii. who had already 
attacked the minister in 
1992, was charged Saturday 
with attempted'murder. 

Mr. Cifti. who has a histo- 
ry of mental illness and \ io- 
lence, had already attacked 
the minister with a screw- 
driver in May 1992 in 
Lourdes Town Hall where 
Mr. Douste-Blazy is mayor. 

Doctors in 7nulnn.se. 
where the minister v.ns 
transferred -after i nil LI 

emergency treat inem 

Lourdes, said Mr. Dniisic- 
Blazy. 44. was “perfectly 
conscious and in good form. 

Professor Marcel Duhan. 
head of thoracic surgery .ii 
Purpan Hospital, said Satur- 
day that Mr. Dotiste-Bbjy 
was making good pn.:gre%v 
adding “there is no prob- 
lem.” 

Mr. Douste-Blazy of- 
fered a broken rib in the 
attack and doctors v. ere 
forced to drain a lung cavi:> 
which was also pierced, 
although the injuries were 
not life-threatening. 

Mr. Cifti attacked Mr. 
Douste-Blazy Friday while 
the minister was talking to a 
shopkeeper in.tjte sbuv^ir 
shop where. Bernadette Sou- 
birou claimed to have jeen 
several visions-of the Virgin 
Mary in 1 S58. 

Mr. Cifti, who is original- 
ly from Durres in southern 
Albania but who has li\ed 
in Lourdes since 1992. was 
incarcerated in a psychiatric 
hospital after the first inci- 
dent and released in Sep- 
tember 1996. 


Texas rebels surrender without a she v 


FORT DAVIS, Texas (R) — 
A week-long standoff bet- 
ween police and armed 
Texas separatists ended 
without a shot Saturday 
when the rebel leader gave 
up his vow to fight to the 
death and surrendered. 

Republic of Texas “am- 
bassador” Richard McLa- 
ren, his wife and three fol- 
lowers. surrounded by elite 
police units, walked out of 
their mountain hideout and 
into what promises to be a 
long legal battle after sign- 
ing a ceasefire agreement 
that McLaren appeared to 
view as a victory. 

The rebels, who say Texas 
is an independent nation, 
held a military-style cere- 
mony where they laid down 
their guns in a circle before 
giving themselves up to 
police. Police said they later 
found 24 pipe bombs in the 
compound. 

Mr. McLaren and the oth- 
ers were taken to Presidio 
county jail in nearby Marfa, 
Texas where he smiled and 
waved the agreement at a 
phalanx of reporters as he 
was driven by. The Repub- 
lic members face a battery 
of charges in the siege, 
which began Sunday when 
they took two hostages in 
retaliation for the arrest by 
local police of security 
chief Robert Scheldt on 
weapons charges. 

Police patted themselves 
on the back for reaching a 
peaceful conclusion, but 
there was still work to be 
done. Two of the rebels 
chose not to surrender and 
fled into the surrounding 
Davis Mountains where he- 
licopters. bloodhounds and 
troopers on horses searched 
for them. 

The end to the tense siege 
came a few hours after Mr. 
McLaren’s wife, Evelyn, 
left the rebels' tin-walled 
compound to surrender. She 
told police the other Repub- 
lic members were ready to 


Texas Department of 
Public Safety' spokesman 
Mike Cox said Mr. McLa- 
ren. who talked tough 
throughout the ordeal and 
vowed to never surrender, 
was persuaded to give up by 
the dozens of heavily armed 
police who Friday night 
moved within a quarter- 
mile of what he called “the 
embassy.” 

“He was very much aware 
we had a very strong pres- 
ence around his area,” Mr. 
Cox said. 

Mr. McLaren, a 43 -year- 
old vintner from Missouri, 
had shown little willingness 
to surrender until the Friday 
deployment As the police 
moved in, he shouted out on 
shortwave radio an interna- 
tional “mayday" call and 
told police; "We’ll take a 
good hunk of you boys with 
us.” 

Estimates of up to 200 
police poured into the area 
to surround the rebels, 
backed by armoured per- 
sonnel carriers, military he- 
licopters. banering rams 
and bomb disposal units. 

Mr. McLaren was ar- 
raigned Saturday night be- 
fore Justice of the Peace 
Cinderela Gonzalez, who 
ordered him jailed without 
bond- Along with charges 
tied to the kidnapping, the 
McLarens will face federal 
tax and fraud charges, offi- 
cials said. 

The siege ended a dispute 
that had been brewing for 
four months since Mr. 
McLaren ignored a federal 
judge's order to appear in 
court in a dispute about the 
many bogus liens and other 
legal papers he filed in the 
name of the Republic of 
Texas. He holed up in the 
“embassy” defying police 
to arrest them. 

Attorney Terence O'Rour- 
ke. who represented the 
McLarens in the tortuous 
negotiations leading to the 


siege’s end, said Mr. McLa- 
ren was happy because the 
ceasefire agreement included 
recognition of Lhe Republic 
of Texas and an assurance 
that he could argue before a 
federal judge in Washington. 
D.C. That there should be a 
referendum on the issue of 
Texas independence. 

It also allows the Repub- 
lic to fly its flag — a lone 
yellow star on a blue field 
— over the west Texas "em- 
bassy," he said. 

The Republic of Texas, 
which claims to have thou- 
sands of members and ties 
to ami-government militia 
groups, says that Texas’ 
1 845 annexation by tile 
United Stales was illegal. 
Texas was an independent 
nation for nine years after it 
broke from Mexico in an 
1836 rebellion Mr. McLa- 
ren likened to his own. 

But police indicated the 
agreement might not be 
worth much. 

’There is no agreement 
other than they agreed to 
come out peacefully and 
they agreed to cease fire.” 
Mr. Cox said. “There were 
□o promises on the part of 
the Department of Fubiie 
Safety." 

■ Nonetheless, Mr. O’Rourl:.- 
said it was sufficient to stop a 
possible bloodbath. "They 
(police) were read}' to pu.di 
the button. It was a now or 
never situation. ” 

Mindful o f the disastrous 
conclusion to similar stand- 
offs at Ruby Ridge. Idaho, 
and the Branch Davidian 
compound in Waco. Texas, 
police were intent avoiding 
bloodshed. During ihe 
week, they arrested nine 
armed men on their way ■ 
help the Republic. 

"We are relieved t a finally 
resolve a standoff situation 
that has been in the national 
limelight in a peaceful man- 
ner. We hope that ue’ve 
shown the world how it's 
done right.” Mr. Co?, said. 
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Dangerous tendencies 

TURKEY'S INTERNAL political problems have 
been generating contradictory external policy 
messages, depending on which part of the regime 
is sending them, The implications of Turkey's 
internal political squabbles are quite serious for 
the whole region especially in view of the coun- 
try's split between a secular faction which seeks 
to form an alliance with Israel and Islamist politi- 
cians who favour closer ties with Tehran. 

Necmettin Erbakan seems to be working very 
hard to improve ties with Turkey's Muslim and 
Arab neighbours while his defence minister, 
Turhan Taynn, announces a "new partnership" 
with Israel in which he vows to light “terrorism” 
coming from Iran. Mr. Tayan has also targeted 
Syria, claiming that its chemical and biological 
weapons endanger the whole region. 

Mr. Tayan, who has been toeing the line of the 
powerful military establishment in recent months, 
made it clear that the military will "protect” 
Turkey 's secularist constitution from what it sees 
as an Islamist takeover. In the Face of this, Mr. 
Erbakan appears to be losing ground in his quest 
to bring Turkey closer to the Muslims and Arabs 
in the region. 

Meanwhile the "new partnership" with Israel, 
and the statements made by the two countries 
point to a strategic alliance that would counter an 
Islamic or Islamic-Arab alliance in the region. 
Whether it's Erbakan's desire to ally his country 
with Iran or the military's pressure towards an 
understanding with Israel, both will create an 
environment of instability which the Middle East 
can do without. 

Unlike the days of the cold war during which the 
superpowers, the U.S. and Russia, always songht 
to contain conflicts and keep them low-scale or 
manageable, new alliances in the Middle East will 
be just the right prescription for catastrophe. Any 
of these would lead to immediate polarisation of 
the .Arab and Muslim worlds and w ill ultimately 
create new conflicts or rekindle old ones. 

Instead, what the region needs is the establish- 
ment of an organisation of security and coopera- 
tion in the Middle East, a concept based on the 
model of the Helsinki conference that helped 
Europe endure the cold war and reduce the possi- 
bility without a major conflict or war. Such an 
organisation should allow all states, especially 
those with historic or recent hostilities, to address 
their fears and solve their problems face-to-face 
before these problems turn into a complex crisis 
or. worse yet, result in military action. Such an 
organisation w ould address issues of security, bor- 
der disputes, ethnic conflicts, water rights, 
refugees and the like. 

The age or alliances in Europe and elsewhere has 
gone, and we in the Middle East were one of its 
mujor victims. It is our duty then to make sure 
that it has gone forever. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A W RITER for A I Ra'i daily s.ii J Sunday that Coptic 
Pope Sticnnud.i III of Egypt and the Hamas movement 
Palestine agree on one thine: continued resistance 
ay.iinst Israeli iveupatton of .Arab lands in Palestine. 
Pakhn Kawur said the Coptic prelate's position is quite 
clear: he is against normalisation with Israel as long ns 
it usurps the Palestinian people's rights and lands and 
he prevents Copts front making *the pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem while the city is still under occupation. The 
Coptic leader is aware of and supports the resistance 
activ ilies ol Hamas in the face of the Israeli repression 
anJ tn.vup.it run of Palestine us he realises that nothing 
can satisfy the greed of the Jews and that no negotia- 
tions can benefit the Arab side. The writer said that 
both Hamas and Pope Shenouda agree on the need for 
the Palestinians to end their negotiations with Israel as 
they are leading nowhere and are being exploited by 
the Zionists to perpetuate their occupation Palestine. 
He said that while the Israelis pursue their illegal mea- 
sures and brae about peace, the Palestinian negotiators 
have nothing Lit tor them but to offer one concession 
alter another, with the situation further deteriorating. 
The writer sires sal that iho Shcnoudu-Hamas position 
is well -supported by the majority of the Arab masses 
and ihis stand should be heeded by the Palestinian lead- 
ership. 

AL RA'I ARABIC daily in an editorial Sunday 
described Prime Minister Abdul SaJam Majali’s visit to 
Qatar as marking a new. determined step on Jordan’s 
part to create a positive climate for the Kingdom's 
future relations with the Gulf states. The paper said that 
Jordan attaches importance on this visit not only to i 
help restore inter-Arab solidarity but also to open new j 
avenues for Jordanian economic cooperation with 
Qatar and the other Arab Gulf countries. The Jordanian 
people have contributed to the construction of modem j 
Qatar and the Kingdom is ready to pursue the same 
path of close cooperation in medical, energy, educa- 
tional and many other fields, said the paper. It said the 
strong brotherly ties and the close coordination that 
have characterised the bilateral ties are bound to help 
Dr. Majali's visit to open new avenues of fruitful coop- 
eration. in the interest of both the Jordanian and the 
Qatari people. 


Why investors are going to Egypt 


THERE IS a lot of idle chatter about the investment cli- 
mate in Egypt and how easy it has become for anyone to 
invest in Egypt, relative to Jordan, Some people claim 
that 10 per cent of the investments in Egypt are runaway 
investments from Jordan; the reason, they claim, is that 
the Egyptian government is enthusiastic about investors 
and foreign investment Therefore; businesses leave 
Jordan to escape bureaucracy and red tape and go to 
Egypt where they are treated like royalty. But is this the 
whole story? No. there is more. 

Egypt has probably more red tape and bureaucracy than 
Jordan will ever have. (See for example the “The Paper 
Chase'’ by Monte Reel where the author delineates many 
of the obstacles to investing in Egypt). The quagmire of 
Egyptian laws, especially the labour law, produces a for- 
midable barrier to investors. 

Under current Egyptian laws, companies undergo a 
licensing procedure that takes almost two months of 
bureaucratic hell, during which time the capital of the 
company is frozen idle. An average commercial case 
takes six years or more to settle in Egyptian courts. This 
bas caused a backlog of thousands of court cases, so one 
third of all Egyptian companies is entangled in some 
pending legal case. 

Employers with organisations of more than ten employ- 
ees must notify the government labour offices of then- 
intent to hire new employees or of any job opening. If the 
job is not filled by the labour office (Manpower and 
Training Directorate) within a week, the employer is free 
to hire from outside. Note that this type of hiring is very 
damaging and distorting to any type of efficiency that 
may exist in the labour market: it lowers the quality of 
human input in the production process. Firing the 
employee is an even worse nightmare because, according 
to Reel, government approval has to be sought in cases of 
‘‘medical" disability, absenteeism, felonies or misde- 
meanours.” However, cases of “death, resignation, 
unsuitability demonstrated during the probation period 
and the expiration of contracts" do not require govern- 
ment sanction. Such regulations are themselves obstacles 
to hiring labour. 

Some say that Egypt is getting its act together through 
the recently proposed Unified Companies Law. Once this 
law becomes a reality, it should solve many of Egypt's 
problems. However, analysts believe that the draft law is 


vague and does not address the labour problems. 
Meanwhile, stories abound about investors approaching 
high ranking government officials and ministers to inter- 
fere on their behalf and overcome some obstacle imposed 
by, guess what? Another bureaucrat AH the. stories that 
are circulating about the wonderful investment climate in 
Egypt stress this point: “So-and-so had a problem so he 
called so-and-so at midnight and so-and-so (the first one) 
helped him.’' But this cannot be the optimal solution for 
red tape. The fact that a businessman has to rely on the 
favours and the good graces of the high and mighty is 
inefficient, to say the least. After all, industrialisation 
needs a stable and predictable institutional setting, not a 
persona] one. 

So why are investors flocking to Egypt? On the supply 
side, labour is cheep, well trained and educated. On the 
demand side, the market is large. Thus, companies can 
easily achieve economies of scale and gain significant 
profits in such a large market. Additionally, the fast pri- 
vatisation track of die Egyptian government may have 
helped signal to investors that Egypt is serious about 
change. Chance may have had a hand in it too: the fact 
that Europe had a recent crush on Egypt and its mysteries 
through novels, paperbacks, and movies may have also 
helped. 

On the other hand, profitability in Jordan is low; and 
this, not red tape, may be the main reason that Jordanian 
businessmen seek other markets, especially after labour 
laws in Jordan increased the restrictions on hiring of non- 
Jordanians. Thus, instead of increasing the productivity 
of the Jordanian worker through paying him/her a wage 
that is consistent with output and the high cost of living, 
businesses opted to relocate, which, clearly, was not the 
intent of the labour law. 

Both countries need to learn to make transparent laws if 
they want to solve their investment problems. Laws need 
to be redrafted to reduce vagueness which brings to the 
surface bureaucratic red tape and corruption. 
Sophisticated investors study the legal environment of a 
country. Vague laws send the wrong signals, and clauses 
that are typically attached in by-laws show Little commit- 
ment to preserve the rights of investors. Honestly speak- 
ing, what is needed is small yet correct, changes, not 
grand designs. 


‘The suffering of the Iraqis will 
continue well into the next century’ 


By Michael Jansen 

“THE IRAQI people are 
criminals and deserve to die.” 
said the senator to the ambas- 
sador during a popular U.S. 
television talk show. 

Dr. Abdul Amir A1 An ban. 
then Iraqi ambassador to the 
U.N.. had just asked William 
Cohen, chairman of the pow- 
erful Senate Armed Forces 
Committee, why Washington 
was pursuing Iraq with the 
vengeance of total multilater- 
al sanctions, which harm the 
people but not the govern- 
ment the U.S. sought — and 
still seeks — to overthrow. 
Ted Koppel was the host on 
the talk show. The senator 
was “rude, crude and highly 
emotional.” said the ambas- 
sador and made it clear that 
Israel was the motive force 
behind the vindictive U.S. 
policy towards Iraq. The fact 
that Senator Cohen. Jewish 
on his father's side but bom. 
to a non-Jewish mother, is not 
in terms of Halacha (Jewish 
law) a Jew did not diminish 
his close connection to Israel. 
His deeply felt Zionism 
flared. Dr. Anbari told the 
Jordan Times. Today the sen- 
ator is U.S. secretary of 
defence, a man well placed to 
reinforce the solid determina- 
tion of the secretary of state, 
Madeleine Albright, to use 
sanctions to the full to punish 
the people of Iraq. 

The U.S. wants to cripple 
Iraq unto the next generation. 
Dr. Anbari asserted, by 
depriving the children bom 
since sanctions were imposed 
in 1990 of proper nourish- 
ment: “the Americans are cre- 
ating a mentally and physical- 
ly retarded generation which 
will not be able to build our 
country and will drain our 
resources.. About 40 per cent 
of our children now suffer 
irreversible damage during 
their early growth from mal- 
nourishmem due to sanc- 
tions... The rations we distrib- 
ute to all our people, includ- 
ing foreigners living in Iraq 
— rice, sugar, tea, oil — pro- 
vide calories but no protein. 
So the children lack the pro- 
tein they need to grow into 
healthy adults... The 
Americans do their best to 
mess up our ration distribu- 
tion system by using their 
influence in the (Security 
Council) committee (charged 
with controlling Iraqi 
imports) to approve ship- 
ments of sugar, then perhaps, 
three weeks later, of rice, so 
that it is difficult to hand oat a 
month's supply at one time. 
They also deprive us of edu- 
cational materials, textbooks, 
school supplies. Like lead 
pencils; a shipment of ten 


million lead pencils was 
banned because. Lhe British 
representative on the commit- 
tee claimed, we could use the 
lead to make weapons. Even 
he laughed over the allega- 
tion.” Dr. Anbari remarked. 

Dr. Anbari, his country's 
ambassador to UNESCO in 
Paris, is particularly well 
informed on sanctions 
because he spends a great 
deal of his lime discussing 
sanctions with officials in 
Europe. His next journey will 
be to Portugal, which serves 
as chairman of the Security 
Council Sanctions 

Committee. This body “is a 
problem for Iraq because all 
decisions must be unani- 
mous," giving the U.S. a veto. 

Why do the Americans take 
this stand? “Because they 
don’t want a strong Iraq at the 
heart of the Arab World. It 
could challenge Israel. 
Because they are afraid Iraq 
might attack Israel. Because 
they know if Iraq is in the 
Arab front, Israel will not be 
able to get away with what it 
is doing now." 

Dr. Anbari was speaking 
privately to this correspon- 
dent following a forum on 
“Middle East Petroleum and 
U.NAJ.S. Sanctions" which 
met at the end of April in 
Nicosia. The conference 
brought together officials and 
experts from Iraq. Iran and 
Libya, along with representa- 
tives of leading oil compa- 
nies, energy consultants, tech- 
nocrats from OPEC, journal- 
ists and businessmen connect- 
ed with the oil sector. Also, 
attending in a non-official 
capacity but speaking the 
U.S. official line was Robert 
Pelletreau. recently retired as 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Affairs. 

Dr. Al; Shams Ardekani, 
secretary genera] of the 
Iranian Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry and 
Mines, a former high ranking 
Iranian diplomat, spoke to the 
conference in a similar vein. 
He made the point, agreed 
upon by all speakers and del- 
egates. that “the U.S. has 
been the primary architect" of 
L\N, sanctions as well as its 
own unilateral sanctions 
which target Iraq. Iran and 
Libya. The U.S., he said, was 
using sanctions for three main 
purposes: to dominate the 
energy supplies of the region, 
to prevent Muslim peoples 
from returning to their 
Islamic roots and to provide 
perpetual security to Israel. 
But underlying these political 
aims, the wider U.S. objective 
is to keep the three sanctioned 
countries poor and underde- 
veloped and destabilised by 
constant challenge. 


Dr. Ardekani pointed out 
that U.S. unilateral sanctions 
against Iran first imposed in 
1980 initially targeted Iranian 
exports outside the petroleum 
sector and affected mostly 
dried nuts, fruits and carpets, 
all products of the poorer 
regions of Iran. “Hence." 
asserted Dr. Ardekani, “sanc- 
tioning them is an attempt to 
deprive the already deprived" 
and to encourage the poor to 
revolt against the clerical 
regime. Dr. Ardekani admit- 
ted that the incremental U.S. 
unilateral sanctions had taken 
a toll on his country’s econo- 
my because Iran had been 
prevented from securing 
replacement and spare parts 
for rebuilding its oil industry, 
severely damaged during the 
eight year war with Iraq. This 
has set back the general 
reconstruction and depressed 
the standard of living of ordi- 
nary Iranians who are grow- 
ing impatient with their situa- 
tion. Most recently, the U.S. 
managed to block develop- 
ment of Iran's gas fields and 
plans to pipe oil and gas from 
the landlocked Central Asian 
republics to a refinery at 
Tabriz on the Caspian and 
export terminals on the Gulf. 
This action punished these 
republics and their peoples, 
struggling to achieve devel- 
opment. as well as the 
Iranians. The aim, once again 
is to replace Iran's clerical 
regime with one more 
U.S./Israel friendly. 

The limited multilateral 
sanctions imposed by the 
U.N. and total unilateral and 
extraterritorial sanctions 
imposed by the U.S. have hurt 
Libya less than the other two 
countries, portly because 
Libya had not experienced 
devastating warfare on its ter- 
ritory. Libya has suffered a 
serious drop in oil production, 
which reached 3.3 million 
barrels per day in 1970, 
before sanctions, and have 
fallen to the present 1 .39 mil- 
lion bpd. And this figure 
could fall to one million bpd 
if there is little or no invest- 
ment in new fields and 
upgrading of old fields in the 
next few years. 

Tony Scanlon, an energy 
consultant from London, 
made it clear, however, that 
sanctions have not had a neg- 
ative impact on the Libyan 
economy, comparable to the 
harm inflicted on Iran — or. 
of course. Iraq. He presented 
a table which showed that 
Libya's development has par- 
alleled that in other North 
African countries. Libva is 
also in the best position of the 
three to secure investment 
because Italy. Spain and 
Germany depend on supplies 


of "light, sweet oil" from 
Libya and will, in future, ben- 
efit from the exploitation of 
massive Libyan gas fields. 

The most serious aspect of 
sanctions is Libya's exclusion 
from the European Union's 
effort to develop the southern 
shore of the Mediterranean 
basin. Libya's association 
with the EU has been blocked 
by Britain because of a 
Tripoli's support of the Irish 
Republican Army, an incident 
in 1979 in London where a 
British policewoman was shot 
during a fracas at the Libyan 
embassy, and the Lockerbie 
affair involving the downing 
of the American airliner. 

U.S. taigeting of Libya 
flows from Washington’s 
total commitment to Israel — 
as in the cases of Iraq and 
Iran. 

According to Dr. Thomas 
Stauffer, a Washington energy 
consultant. U.S. sanctions 
policy — as the U.S- regional 
policy — is dictated not by 
foreign policy considerations 
or national interest, but purely 
by local, or domestic, consid- 
erations. “The momentum," 
he said, comes entirely from 
the Israeli lobby. U.S. busi- 
nessmen and workers have 
paid some of the high “collat- 
eral costs" of Washington's 
total identification with 
Israel: the cost, in dollars, of 
U.S. sanctions against Iran, 
Libya and Syria is S7 billion 
and 300-350 jobs. Appeals 
from the U.S. Association of 
Manufacturers and the labour 
unions have had no impact. 

Both speakers and delegates 
to the conference took a 
gloomy view about the lifting 
of sanctions. No one expected 
this would happen before die 
year 2000 and then, in the 
case of Iraq, it is expected that 
the U.S. would agree only to 
an expansion of the oil-for- 
food deal which will keep the 
country’ permanently impov- 
erished because it will not 
permit reconstruction and 
redevelopmenL A single, trag- 
ic-optimistic note was struck 
by Dr. Faleh Al Khayat, direc- 
tor of planning at the Iraqi Oil 
Ministry, who believes that 
the international community 
will be, in future, reluctant to 
impose total sanctions against 
a country like those enforced 
on Iraq because such sanc- 
tions are seen as “immoral 
and unethical,” “collective 
punishment." But he and Dr. 
Anbari were convinced the 
suffering of their people 
would continue for a long 
time — well into the next 
century. Furthermore, even 
when it is agreed that sanc- 
tions can end, it will take as 
long as a year to dismantle the 
present punitive regime. 
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H uman Rights File ^ 

Rights to be 

considered 

by planners 
of our economy 


Waleed M- Sadi 

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL 
and cultural rights take a 
back seat to political 
and civil rights. That is 
why the deliberations of 
the Committee on 
Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights seldom 
attract attention. 

This second-class 

treatment of economic, 
social and cultural rights 
could he attributed to 
the international 

premise that whereas 
civil and political rights 
can and should be given 
immediate expression, 
the sam e cannot be said 
about the other cate- 
gories of human rights. 

Article 2 of the 
International Covenant 
on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) stipu- 
lates that state parties 
undertake to take the 
necessary steps, in 
accordance with their 
constitutional processes, 
to adopt such legislative 
or other measures as 
may be necessary to 
give effect to be rights 
recognised in the 
covenant 

Similar language is 
nowhere to be found in 
the International 

Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR). As a 
matter of fact Article 2 
of ICESCR states that 
state parlies are only 
obligated to endeavour 
to attain the objectives 
of the covenant in a pro- 
gressive manner and 
exert all possible effort 
for that purpose. The 
actual wording of 
Article 2 reads as fol- 
lows: “Each state party 
to the present covenant 
undertake to take steps, 
individually and 
through international 
assistance and coopera- 
tion. especially econom- 
ic and technical, to the 
maximum of its avail- 
able resources, with a 
view to achieving pro- 
gressively the full reali- 
sation of the rights 
recognised in the pre- 
sent covenant by all 
appropriate means, 
including particularly 
the adoption of legisla- 
tive measures." 

The caveat that states 
should endeavour only 
to the maximum of their 
resources to attain the 
objectives of the 
covenant, in addition to 
the limitation thai the 
process of realisation of 
these rights should be 
only progressively pur- 
sued, "puts a damper on 
the efforts to apply the 
covenant in a clearcut 
manner. This loophole 
has allowed countries to 
escape close scrutiny' of 
their economic, social 
and cultural policies on 
the grounds that it will 
take time to realise 
them. Yet recent pro- 
nouncements by the 
committee which moni- 
tors the application of 
the ICESCR suggest the 
state parties are not 
totally exempt from 
closely pursuing the 
attainment of these 
rights. 

The jurisprudence of 
5® Committee on 
Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights has 
developed to a more 
^ractica] I ev el in recent 
titnes to make countries 
D !5 rB more account- 
able. Now there is an 

developing, 
trend which calls on 
countries to keep the 

“r U-fcSCR in mind 
when *ey draw up their 

macroeconomic plan. 

[}J? s :9 the . r members of 
committee are sug- 
ptmg the 

Rational Monetary 
0MF) aodtfZ 


World Bank should be 
required to keep the 
ICESC in mind when 
they call on govern- 
ments to pursue more 
diligently market 
economies; in fact, there 
is an increasing number 
of members of the 
Committee on 

Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights who are 
demanding the presence 
and participation of the 
United Nations 

Development 
Programme (UNDP), of 
the World Bank, the 
IMF, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), 
the International Labour 
Organisation (ELO) and 
others ar the delibera- 
tions of the committee 
so that they may take 
note of the goals of the 4 
ICESCR. 

At the Jordanian level, 
the implications of the 
covenant could be far 
reaching, provided the 
provisions of the 
covenant are taken seri- 
ously; for starters, the 
World Bank, as well as 
the IMF, could be called 
upon to take into con- 
sideration (he ideals of 
the covenant when they 
outline the country’s 
economic policy on 
such matters as subsi- 
dies, privatisation and 
macroeconomic pro- 
. jects. 

The ongoing debate 
about the economic 
course thit‘ Jordan is 
: pursuing in response to 
outside demands stands 
to be settled one way or 
another, on a course of 
action that aims to rec- 
oncile the financial and 
economic dictates of the 
IMF, for example. 

I do not wish to sug- 
gest that there is an 
inherent conflict 

between the policies 
prescribed by the IMF, 
for example, and the 
objectives of the 
covenant in question. 
What I would suggest, 
though, is that there 
should be an awareness 
of the possible discrep- 
ancy between the para- 
meters and that attempts 
should be undertaken to 
reconcile any such dif- 
ferences. 

The covenant on eco- 
nomic rights calls for anf 
economic policy with a 
human face. Translated 
into concrete terms, this 
means the creation of 
work opportunities, 
affording the people a 
decent living standard, 
ending discrimination 
between men and 
women in all economic 
activities and providing 
social security to the 
poverty stricken sector 
of society. 

What in effect the 
covenant calls for is to 
avoid sacrificing the 
immediate economic 
needs of the public for a 
long-term economic 
objective, such as a dra- 
matic rise in' the gross 
national product (GNP).J 
It would not be such 
bad idea if our econom- 
ic planners had a close 
look at the covenant on 
economic rights in a bid 
to better comprehend its 
requirements when they 
articulates an economic , 
course for all of us. j 
I doubt that any of our 
concerned people have 
had any look at the 
covenant on economic 
tights, much less exam- 
ine its terms of refer- 
ence; it is high time that 
ou r authorities started 
examining the covenant 
to see what they can do 
to meet our obligations 
under it a 
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Features 


BBC’s editorial spirit living on — aired 
from the tiny Gulf state of Qatar 


By Ian Richardson 

ON APRIL 28, the BBC 
World Service announced 
that its widely acclaimed 
Arabic radio transmissions 
are shortly to be increased 
by five hours a day, provid- 
ing the Middle East and 
North Africa with a contin- 
uous service of just under 
18 hours a day. Ironically, 
this news coincided with 
the first anniversary of the 
closure of the ill-fated BBC 
Arabic Television Channel. 

Launched in June 1994, 
the channel was unique for 
several reasons, but primar- 
ily because it was funded 
by a Saudi Arabian con- 
glomerate, Mawarid. The 
BBC’s attempt to establish 
a Saudi-funded Arabic-lan- 
guage television channel 
beamed across the Middle 
East, North Africa and ulti- 
mately to Europe and the 
United States, was either 
brave or foolhardy — 
depending on your point of 
view. 

The question — one that I 
have never been able to 
answer to my own total sat- 
isfaction — is this: Was 
Mawarid’s funding of the 
project also brave or fool- 
hardy. or just naive? 

The difficult negotiations 
for this channel had gone 
on between the BBC and 
Mawarid’s subsidiary, the 
Rome-based Orbit Commu- 
nications Corporation, for 
several months. World Ser- 
vice Television — as BBC 
Worldwide Television, the 
corporation's commercial 
arm. was then known — 
desperately needed a huge 
injection of funds to cover 
itself financially in the 
wake of Rupert Murdoch's 
surprise purchase of Star- 
TV, from which he had 
unceremoniously dumped 
the BBC's signal to the 
Chinese mainland. Hong 
Kong and China. The idea 
of the Arabic channel was 
conceived, sold and pur- 
chased on the foundations 


and ethos of BBC World 
Service Radio's Arabic Ser- 
vice, which attracts a regu- 
lar listenership of 14 mil- 
lion, making it arguably the 
most powerful media force 
in the Arab World! 

World Service Televi- 
sion’s chief executive, 
Chris Irwin, soon to fall 
victim to a classic BBC 
restructuring, had sought 
the views of his former 
World Service Radio col- 
leagues at Bush House 
about the project. There 
were a number of senior 
people at Bush House 
who’d had bruising encoun- 
ters with the Saudi Arabi- 
ans, and they all urged great 
caution. There was particu- 
lar scepticism about assur- 
ances from Irwin that Orbit 
was prepared to sign an 
agreement guaranteeing 
BBC editorial indepen- 
dence. 

During the short life of 
•BBC Arabic Television, 
there were several angry 
liaison meetings and phone 
conversations with Orbit, 
and the guarantees of edito- 
rial independence proved to 
be a sour joke, only barely 
obscured by a thin smoker 
screen about the BBC's 
alleged failure to observe 
“cultural sensitivities” — 
Saudi code for anything not 
to its Hiring . It was only a 
matter of time before there 
would be a final parting of 
the ways. 

Orbit’s agreement to work 
with the BBC for an “order- 
ly wind-down'’ of the ser- 
vice proved to be worthless 
when Orbit simply 
switched off the BBC chan- 
nel, at the close of transmis- 
sions on the night of Satur- 
day, April 20. The news- 
room, the Arabic-language 
computer terminals, a pur- 
pose-built digital srudio, the 
editing rooms and the pre- 
sentation suites were all 
mothballed while Orbit 
exercised its ownership of 
the equipment. 

Within days of Arabic 


Television being switched 
off by Orbit, several poten- 
tial alternative backers had 
emerged and preliminary 
negotiations got under way 
in an atmosphere of great 
secrecy. These have come 
to nothing, and Worldwide 
has turned its attention to 
other partnerships. 

There have been many 
losers from the Arabic Tele- 
vision project, not least the 
tens of millions of Arabs 
who have been deprived of 
the opportunity to have an 
unbiased, modern televi- 
sion service tailored to then- 
own cultures and in their 
own language. And there’s 
Orbit itself. Three years on 
from its launch, it is with- 
out the only channel that 
was both unique and presti- 
gious. and its subscribers 
continue to be counted in 
thousands rather than mil- 
lions. 

The corporation’s image 
in the Arab World was seri- 
ously tarnished by getting 
into bed with the Saudis to 
produce what some sec- 
tions of the Arab press 
sneering called “the BBC's 
Petrodollar Channel”. The 
abrupt closure provoked 
widespread jeers of "we 
told you so” and damaged 
the BBC’s ability — and its 
will — to introduce multi- 
ple-foreign-language tele- 
vision channels, broadly 
emulating BBC World Ser- 
vice Radio. 

It could be argued that it 
is no business of Britain to 
bother informing the rest 
of the world, but even Lady 
Thatcher took time off from 
her Beeb-bashing to praise 
and pump additional funds 
into the World Service, 
recognising the unquan till- 
able but undeniable spin-off 
for Britain from the corpo- 
ration’s global status. The 
additional benefit, as she 
would surely see it, was the 
fact that Arabic Television 
would have actually earned 
money for the BBC. 

But there have been win- 


ners, not least the Middle 
East Broadcasting Centre 
(MBC), which transmits a 
free-to-air satellite service 
from Battersea in London 
to a huge audience across 
the Middle East, North 
Africa and a fair slab of 
Europe. It is owned by a 
branch of the Saudi royal 
family and it is, to say the 
least, a well-behaved opera- 
tion when it comes to 
observing the Saudi view of 
media freedom. 

But there has been anoth- 
er unexpected, more laud- 
able, winner. While BBC 
Arabic Television itself 
may be dead, its editorial 
spirit, its style and even 
some of its programmes 
live on — transmitted from 
the tiny Gulf state of Qatar, 
which incidentally is also 
about to begin FM rebroad- 
casting of BBC Arabic 
Radio. 

A1 Jazeera (Island) Satel- 
lite Television went on air 
from Doha at the beginning 
of last November, staffed 
chiefly by former members 
of BBC Arabic Television. 
While A1 Jazeera Televi- 
sion’s audience is still mod- 
est. its programme subjects 
are controversial, its inter- 
viewing techniques robust, 
and it is remarkably free of 
editorial interference. 

The question yet to be 
answered is: Will a wider 
success, or perhaps a polit- 
ical crisis in the Gulf, bring 
with it the need to trim its 
editorial sails? But then, 
who can say the same sort 
of question hasn’t some- 
times been asked of the 
BBC? 

The author, who was the 
Arabic Television news- 
room ’s managing editor, 
left the BBC in August last 
year after 27 years with 
World Service Nevi-s and 
Current Affairs. He now- 
runs Richardson Media 
Services Ltd. The article 
above is reprinted from the 
The Independent. 


Ex-Soviet allies finding 
export markets in the West 


By Andrzej Stylinski 

The Associated Press 

OSTROW MAZOWIEC- 
KA, Poland — Furniture 
from the Forte Sa factory 
looks attractive by any 
standard: design, crafts- 
manship, price. 

The shelves, cabinets 
and desks for home and 
office have found a ready 
market in Germany, Aus- 
tria, Switzerland and other 
Western European coun- 
tries, evidence of the 
growing popularity of Pol- 
ish furniture abroad. 

Similar export successes 
are occurring across East- 
ern Europe, where mar- 
ket-driven competition 
was thrust on locals after 
Communist central plan- 
ning collapsed in the early 
1990s. Businesses had to 
adopt to new norms for 
quality and efficiency just 
to survive. 

Czech beer and cars. 
Hungarian light bulbs and 
salami, Romanian furni- 
ture and wines and Polish 
appliances and ships are 
among the products find- 
ing Western buyers, along 
with textiles, steel, ceram- 
ic products and glass. 

Polish exports have 
almost doubled over the 
last three years, hitting 73 
billion zlotys ($24.4 bil- 
lion) in 1996. Poland now 
sells more furniture 
abroad than coal its prin- 
cipal export earner in the 
Communist era. 

Still, Poland and other 
East European countries 
are importing more high 
quality goods than they 
are selling. Poland’s trade 
deficit last year totaled 
$8.1 billion, while the 
Czech Republic’s amount- 
ed to $5.7 billion and 
Hungary’s was $3.1 bil- 
lion 7 

Countries in the region 
have a “sound basis and 
good prospects” for 
expanding their exports. 


said Paul Knotter, the 
World Bank representative 
in Warsaw. But more 
investment, new technolo- 
gies and government eco- 
nomic discipline is still 
needed. 

“There is a long way to 
go in terms of quality and 
standards, although a lot 
of progress has been 
made,” Mr. Knotter said. 

As a joint venture with a 
German manufacturer. 
Forte Sa is a prime exam- 
ple of how Polish entre- 
preneurship can thrive 
with the right Western 
backing and marketing 
connections. 

Forte sold $27 million 
worth of goods, 36 per 
cent of its production, in 
the West in 1995. 

The company was 
formed in 1992 when an 
upholsterer named Maciej 
Formanowicz joined with 
Germany’s Alno, a 
kitchen cabinet maker, to 
take over a decrepit state 
factory in Ostrow, paying 
off its 6 million zlotys ($3 
milli on) debt 

“I'm a typical self-made 
man,” said Mr. For- 
manowicz, 48, the crafts- 
man-turned-corporate 
chairman, who owns 30 
per cent of the company 
with 2,500 employees. 

“Export forces us to 
constantly struggle,” he 
said in an interview at 
company headquarters. 

Zofia Gaber, head of 
Agros Holding Sa, anoth- 
er Polish company that 
has prospered in the mar- 
ket economy, agrees. 

“Having a presence on 
foreign markets forces 
you to seek better quality," 
she said. 

During . ' Communist 
times, individual factories 
could not sell their prod- 
ucts or buy supplies 
abroad. Agros was one of 
a few companies created 
to act as middlemen. After 
1990, when trade was 


opened up, Agros found 
new ways to use its exper- 
tise. 

“Thirty years of experi- 
ence in international mar- 
kets gave us understand- 
ing in how the market sys- 
tem functions and we also 
made a lot of contacts,” 
Ms. Gaber said. 

Now Agros owns 20 
companies involved in 
food production, process- 
ing and trade, with sales 
of 1 billion zlotys ($330 
million.) in 1995. About a 
quarter is exports, mostly 
to the European Union, 
where the company is 
well-known for apple con- 
centrate, frozen strawber- 
ries, vegetable and fruit 
preserves, candy and Pol- 
ish vodka. _ 

“In our line of produce, 
we have a good European 
quality and at the same 
time somewhat lower 
costs," said Ms. Gaber. 
However, ‘It is still too 
early for our fully 
processed goods to enter 
the EU” 

The European Union's 
high tariffs, minimum 
prices and import quotas 
will limit trade from East 
Europe until at least 2002, 
when countries of the for- 
mer Soviet trading bloc 
hope to join the EU. 

Pick and Herz, two Hun- 
garian companies, say 
they could sell more sala- 
mi and sausages in West- 
ern Europe if it were not 
for trade barriers. 

Pick, founded 128 years 
ago in the city of Szeged, 
currently fills 90 per cent 
of Hungary's 6,800-tonne 
EU salami quota. But high 
tariffs block more sales by 
Pick and its competitor. 
Here. 

East European business- 
men and politicians con- 
tend the doors to their 
markets are now opened 
wide to Western goods, 
but the EU isn’t recipro- 
cating. 


“We do not interpret the 
(trade) deficit only in 
terms of the capability of 
our economy to succeed 
on Western markets,” 
Czech Prime Minister 
Vaclav Klaus said March 
6. “We interpret it also as 
a result of surviving barri- 
ers ... And EU subsidies, 
especially in agricultural 
products.” 

Many companies have 
learned that selling in the 
West requires good pro- 
motion and advertising. 

“You can have the best 
product in the world but 
won’t get far if no one 
knows about it,” said Bela 
Gaal, director at the Hun- 
garian Agrarian Marketing 
Centre. 

But few East European 
exporters can afford 
expensive advertising 

campaigns so they look 
for networks and partners. 

Zelmer, a leader in 
kitchen and home appli- 
ances in Poland, sells in 
the West under discount 
brand names, its export 
manager, Zbigniew 
Kedzia, said. 

The company decided in 
1990 to spend money “on 
the most modem technol- 
ogy instead of advertising 
its brand name,” he said. 
“This will allow us to earn 
money for promotion 
later.” 

Booming exports and 
economic growth also are 
fueled by foreign invest- 
men L Last year, foreign 
companies invested S5.2 
billion in Poland. Much of 
the capital infusion goes 
to refurbish or build plants 
that produce goods for 
export as well as for the 
domestic market. 


Ibrahim Bakr — champion of justice 


Yesterday the death of 
Ibrahim Bakr was com- 
memorated at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion, in Amman. The follow- 
ing article, written by 
Lands Andoni. is reprinted 
from the Middle East 
International: 

ON FEB. 15, Ibrahim Bakr, 
an outstanding lawyer and 
politician, died of cancer, 
leaving a real void in Jor- 
danian and Palestinian 
political life. A relentless 
defender of human rights 
and an uncompromising 
advocate for a solution to 
the Arab- Israeli conflict 
which would combine 
peace with justice, Bakr 
was an exemplary fighter 
for human dignity. 

Although he was one of 
the top lawyers in the Arab 
World, serving for many 
years as adviser to the Arab 
Bank, he gave his services 
to victims of repression. In 
the 1950s, as a young 
lawyer, he challenged Jor- 
danian military rule by rep- 
resenting opposition lead- 
ers. In 1964, he was one of 
the founders of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, while his courage and Ibrahim Bakr 

sharp insight established 

him as one of the most West Bank. Israel deponed its occupation, where he 

prominent leaders in the him ro Jordan shortly after continued his law practise 



and political involvement. 

In the 1970*. B. hi 
became the first and o;:!> 
vice chairman of the PLO. 
despite of his continue ui 
disagreements with Yus'ly 
A rafat. His principled si> ie 
clashed with Arafat's awo- 
cratic leadership. Bakr quit, 
but remained a member of 
the Palestine National 
Council until his death. 

His commitment to the 
Palestinian cause did not 
prevent him from playing a 
pivotal role in Jordanian 
politics. In the '70s and 
SOs Bakr took up die cases 
of political activists, writers 
and trade unionists. 

Although he has ne\er 
belonged to a political 
party, he was highly 
respected by all Jordanian 
and Palestinian political 
groups, who often sought 
his advice, guidance and 
support. He \chemeiul\ 
opposed the Oslo accord* 
and joined the Conference 
for Return, a nascent dias- 
pora movement which is 
attempting to redefine 
Palestinian national right". 

In one of the most critical 
stages of Palestinian histon 
Bakr will be missed, but not 
only by Palestinians. He 
leaves a vacuum in the 
struggle for political free- 
dom. 


Kiev sees new reactors as 


key to Chernobyl, future 


KUZNETSOVSK, Ukraine 
(R) — Workers have already 
planted trees around a new 
reactor at Ukraine’s Rivne 
nuclear plant, the completion 
of which would help pave the 
way for the shutdown of 
Chernobyl. 

President Leonid Kuchma 
has promised to close Cher- 
nobyl, site of the world’s 
worst nuclear accident, by 
the turn of the century in 
return for billions of dollars 
of Western cash to complete 
various projects, including 
two new nuclear reactors. 

But it is not clear when the 
plants — reactor No 4 at 
Rivne and No 2 at KhmeLnyt- 
sky in western Ukraine — 
will actually open. 

The two units are 80-85 per 
cent built but doubt has crept 
into plans for the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) to 
manage the financing. 

“Without these two reac- 
tors it would be very hard to 
close Chernobyl by 2000. We 
cannot lose any electricity in 
our energy balance. Cher- 
nobyl must be replaced,” 
Environment Minister Yuri 
Kostenko told Reuters. 

Up to 300 workers are 
working on the reactor which 
looms to the height of a 16- 
storey building at the edge of 
Knznetsovsk near Rivne, 
some 370 km west of the 
capital, Kiev. 

The interior has been fresh- 
ly painted but the lifts are not 
working at the plant, where 
construction began in 1985 
— a year before the Cher- 
nobyl disaster. 

In 1991 parliament, confi- 


dent after winning indepen- 
dence from Moscow, 
announced a moratorium on 
building new reactors. 

“We did not stop building 
despite the moratorium — 
we did it under cover of so- 
called conservation of the 
reactor." said Voiodymyr 
Sreshenko, Rivne 's chief 
spokesman. “Of course we. 
were lying. But we believed 
the moratorium was a stupid 
idea though it looked like a 
temporary step. 

“If there were no Cher- 
nobyl our fourth reactor 
would have started working 
long ago. Or if there were 
still a Soviet Union... the 
communists would bring 
thousands of workers and 
order them to work day and 
night." 

Rivne ’s first reactor was 
built in 1980 and a second 
one a year later. Both are 
Wer-440s, a design which 
would contain the impact of 
the kind of chain reaction 
which blew the roof off 
Chernobyl's rbmk-type reac- 
tor in April 1986. 

The third unit was com- 
pleted months after the Cher- 
nobyl blast blew contamina- 
tion across much of Europe. 

The plan was to build a 
total of six reactors at Rivne 
but now only the fourth one 
has a real chance of comple- 
tion. 

. Ukraine is relying on 
EBRD funding to complete 
Rivne-4 and KhmeInytsky-2 
but the process has been 
complicated by a report by 
an international panel of 
experts which said complet- 
ing the reactors did not meet 


bank requirements as a finan- 
cial project. 

Rivne-4 needs an addition- 
al S300 million — Ukraine 
has already spent some 
S450-470 million. Khmel- 
nytsky-2 needs some $470 
million, due to come partly 
from the EBRD and partly 
from the European Commis- 
sion’s Euroaiom Nuclear 
Fund. 

John Surrey, the chairman 
of the EBRD panel, told the 
British Broadcasting Ser- 
vice's Ukrainian service that 
EBRD money should be 
spent to make district heating 
systems, hospitals and other 
public buildings more effi- 
cient. 

“We think that power 
shortage, power cuts are 
unacceptable for the people 
of Ukraine. We saw the hard- 
ship... You don’t need it." he 
said. “We believe lhai it is 
very important to reinforce 
the transmission and distrib- 
ution system in Ukraine to 
reduce the power losses.” 

But Mr. Kostenko said 
installing energy-saving 
technologies and renovating 
public buildings would take 
decades, while Chernobyl 
could be replaced in three 
years. 

The pane! also said it 
would be better to modernise 
Ukraine's thermal stations, 
which produce about half of 
its electricity. 

“The commission’s conclu- 
sions were not properly 
motivated, they were ground- 
less. They were based on sta- 
tistics which were not based 
on the real state of Ukraine's 
energy sector, especially at 


thermal power stations." Yin. 
Poluneyev. EBRD's Ukrain- 
ian director, told reporter'*. 

"Because of ageing equip- 
ment at thermal stations Jo 
per cent of electricity ha.' 
been lost. Even alter mod- 
ernisation a lot of electricity 
and money will be wasted." 
he added. 

The. bankhadal ready had :: 
negative experience in deal- 
ing with nuclear power. 
Slovakia’s Mohovcc plant. A 
project to construct a plain 
there was shelved alter 
objections by environ menial 
groups and neighbouring 
Hungary. 

"Also they ttlie panel* 
wanted to be very careful 
with these two reactors. Thc\ 
are under pressure fr.-i.i 
’Green' organisations 
Europe!." Mr. Polumo 
said. 

It is still unclear when the 
ebrd will decide on ihe loan 
but almost every ‘one at Rivne 
is sure that the fourth re ictor 
will be completed — sooner 
or later. 

“I will be so happy when 
we complete this reactor." 
says Vasyl Andriycvsky. 27. 
the reactor's future duty offi- 
cer. “It is so stupid to waste 
such effons. The destruction 
of this reactor would be more 
difficult and expensive than 
its completion.” 

"With only one reactor my 
people feel they have no 
future." said . Viktor 
Sapronov. head of Khmelnit- 
sky plant, said. “No new 
reactors would mean a hie 
Mow to our nuclear indus- 
try”. 



The overall view of the Rivne nuclear plant. The completion of a fourth reactor building at this plant w ould help 
pave the way for the shntdown of the Cernobyl nuclear power plant (Reuter photo) 
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Iraq needs $30b investment 
to reinvigorate oil industry 


NICOSIA (R> — Iraq will 
need 530 billion in rehabil- 
ituic and further develop its 
dormunl oil industry over a 
10-year period once United 
Nation* sanctions against it 
a re lifted, an Iraqi official 

ha> said. 

"It is a conservative csli- 
mate that S30 billion is 
required by the Iraqi oil 
industry over a period of 10 
years." said Faleh A I Khuy- 
at. director general of plan- 
ninu at the ministry of oil in 
Baghdad. 

"\Ve think approximately 
SIS billion will easily be 
obtained on a production 
sharing formal. If the 
remaining lieu re cannot be 
raised through financial 
arrangements as contracts 
paid bv incremental pro- 
duction then it will be put 
on the national priority 
fist." hf added. 


Mr. KhuyaL addressing 
an industry conference in 
Nicosia, said a priority for 
the Iraqi government was to 
reach a capacity of 3.5 mil- 
lion barrels per day (bpd). 

“The second phase is to 
increase capacity to 6.0 
million barrels per day and 
sustain it in cooperation 
agreements with foreign 
companies." he said. 

Iraq has been under U.N. 
sanctions since its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
The trade curbs place a 
blanket ban on its oil 
exports and investments in 
the country. 

Mr. Khayat said direct 
government financing was 
preferred to develop and 
rehabilitate the oil industry, 
but said that it would be in 
competition with pressing 
civilian infrastructure pro- 
jects which made foreign 


participation necessary. 

The Iraqis have ear- 
marked the fields of 
Majnoon. West Quma (sec- 
ond stage). Bin Umar. Nas- 
siriyah. Halfaya, Ratawi. 
Gharaf. A1 Ahdad, Tuba 
and Rafidain as designated 
to be developed by shared 
effort with foreign compa- 
nies, Mr. Khayat said. 

Between them the 10 
fields have an estimated 
production rate of 2.6 mil- 
lion bpd. 

“Any foreign investment 
application will be handled 
on a case-by-case basis." he 
said. 

Mr. Khayat said the cur- 
rent capacity of Iraq is 2.5 
million bpd. "This can 
increase to 3.0 million bar- 
rels per day after a few 
months of lifting the 
embargo." 


IMF urges European countries 
to press on with single currency 


WASHINGTON iR> — The 
liiremaiiniul Monetary Fund 
i IMF) lias urged Europe to 
pivis al lead wnh plans io 
launch a '•ingle currency in 
|oqo hut warned that the 
region needed to do more to 
attack deeply embedded 
unemployment. 

“We are \erv optimistic that 
the timetable tlbr European 
Monetary Union) can he mttL“ 
Flemming Larsen, deputy 
director of the IMF's research 
department, told reporters at a 
briefing. 

Under the Maastricht treaty, 
countries wishing to partici- 
pate in die single currency 
I nun the sun must strive to 
reduce their budget dcficiLs to 
the equivalent of 'three per cent 
of gress domestic produet 
tGDPi or below this year. 

B\ ilie IMF's reckoning. 
Germany. France and Italy ail 
look >ei to ree«ml deficits 
equivalent to 3.3 per cent of 
GDP tills year unless they take 
further measures to trim bud- 
gets. GDP measures the total 
value of goods and services 
produced within a countries’ 
Nnders. 

Mmeover. die fund wanted 
that lt.tlv \ deficit in particular 
could jump sharply next year 
\v nlioui further action because 
of die country's "considerable 
reliance on one-olf measures" 
tins year to soak up govern- 
ment red ink. 

France’s delicti is also 
expected to nse next year, hut 
more nuxkrniicly than Italy's, 
aco «ilnig to the IMF. 

Mr. Lirscn said it would ulfi- 
1 1 utc I v ho up to polmci.uis to 


decide who will participate in 
die start of monetary union if 
some nations have deficits 
slightly above the three per 
cent level. 

"It is critical to get through 
this period promptly by bring- 
ing the project to term within 
the agreed time frame." die 
IMF said in a report . “Govern- 
ments need to follow through 
on their policy commitments 
and objectives, in Nidi the fis- 
cal and structural areas.” 

But that will not be all that 
easy given the record levels of 
unemployment across much of 
Europe. 

"Neither prospective growth 
nor the progress made with 
labour market reforms give* 
reason to expect any signifi- 
cant decline in joblessness in 
the near future" the 1NTF said. 

It forecast that the European 
Union tEL T i unemployment 
rate would hold steady at 1 1.3 
per cent this year before drop- 
ping to 10.8 per cent in 19^8. 
Unemployment in France U 
expected to exceed 13 per cent 
by mid-year. 

"High unemployment and 
weak growth could make it dif- 
ficult for EU members to fully 
meet the fiscal deficit targets 
associated with ... monetary 
union, affect expectations 
about the likelihood of the pro- 
ject going ahead on time and 
lead to turbulence in financial 
markets." it said. 

The EU economy is likely to 
enjoy faster growth this year 
and ne\L expanding by 2.4 per 
cent in 1W7 and 2.9 per cent in 
|mos alter rising 1 b per cent 
last veitr. But uncertainties 


remain and that is why lunher 
cuts in interest rates by Ger- 
many and France cannot be 
ruled oul the IMF said. 

While the drive to launch 
monetary union Is creating 
many uncertainties and exact- 
ing a toll on Europe’s econo- 
my. the IMF argued that the 
project would have consider- 
able long-run benefits for the 
region. 

They include greater eco- 
nomic and financial stability, 
more efficient capital markets 
and less risk of currency mar- 
ket disturbances among mem- 
bers. 

To help ensure the projeet's 
success once it starts, fiscal 
policy will have to play some 
role in dealing w ith economic 
shocks that affect one country’ 
but not another, the IMF said. 

"In some instances, financial 
assistance from the EU budget 
may be warranted, as indicated 
in die Maastricht treaty , io help 
a country address severe diffi- 
culties caused by exceptional 
occurrences beyond its con- 
trol." it said. 

But more important than 
that, according to the IMF. is 
the critical need for European 
countries to improve their 
labour markets. 

'There is u continued need to 
persevere with comprehensive 
reforms to reduce overly gen- 
erous levels of unemployment 
compensation, tighten eligibili- 
ty criteria, reduce taxes on 
employment and facilitate not 
only job search and training 
but also restructurings and lay- 
off'* — and thereby hirings." it 
said. 


Peanuts 


V0L» KNOW UJHAT i C LIKE TO DOT 
l‘D LIKE TO TELL VCU THAT THE 
LITTlE RED-HAIRED GIRL 15 AT 
THE DOOR ANDThEN.WHEN YOU 
RL/N TO 5EE HER. ID YELL ‘APRIL FOOt 


Saudis 
need over 
$ 1 16 b 
for power 
expansion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia is expected to 
pump more than SI 16 bil- 
lion into power expansion 
projects to meet its grow- 
ing consumption in the 
long-term, its industry and 
electricity minister has 

said. 

Hashim A I Yamani said 
the funds would be invest- 
ed as pan of a 25-year 
development plan that 
takes into consideration a 
rapid growth in the Gulf 
kingdom's population and 
a steady expansion in the 
industrial sector. 

"Studies have shown the 
total investments needed 
for that plan would reach 
around 45S billion riyals 
[S116.S billion)." he told a 
conference here on energy 
and infrastructure in the 
six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC). 

He said the funds includ- 
ed nearly 237 billion riyals 
(S63.2 billion) and the rest 
covered linkage of net- 
works and distribution of 
supplies. 

The 1995-2020 plan will 
be partly financed by the 
private sector, which is set 
to spearhead economic 
activities over the coming 
years as Riyadh is planning 
major reforms to offset oil 
price fluctuations. 

Mr. Yamani said the plan 
would increase the number 
of subscribers to nearly 
seven million from three 
million at present. Capacity 
will also rise to about 
69.520 megawatts in 2020 
from 19.662 megawatts 
currently. He said the study 
projected the population 
would grow to around 38.3 
million at the end of the 
plan from nearly 18 million 
at present. 

“After providing gener- 
ous subsidies to the” elec- 
tricity sector since it was 
established, the govern- 
ment now believes this sec- 
tor can sustain itself 
through the use of modem 
techniques of management 
and financing.” Mr. Yamani 
said. 

"Actually, this sector has 
successfully passed the 
stage of corporatisation 
and is now ready to enter 
the stage of commercialisa- 
tion and then privatisation. 
The decisions concering 
such developments will be 
taken during the long-term 
plan, which has a clear 
basis." 


Andy Capp 


J ( DON'T THINK SO, RUSE. LAST 
y > TIME SHE SAID ME AND AM . 

/ MAN WERE SLOWLY DRIFTING 
V APART— I COULD HAVE TOLD . 

^ HERTHATj 

THE LASSES ARE V^—V (— 

HAVING A SESSION } 

VVTTH THE FORTUNE J SSU 

TELLER, FLO. < 

FANCY COVl’NG? ) t==sm<* 


ksiRl 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


'HAl*T+ 

OR ILL 
5H00T 

SANG 


sir 


Jordan Times, Monday, May 5, 1997 




RhU i hRS HLU 


r— - j— - 

nib 


The Business of Information 


jor Currencies & Cross Rates 


US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
ITUra 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


1.1605 

1.0536 

0.0659 

75.57 

25.2153 


1.09 
1353.18 
650)4 
21 JO 


Prices as at ..... 
:: CAD f . ffuf 

1.3803 1711 A0 
0.7981 989 AO 

3L2398 2776-44 
0.9385 1163.31 
1.0899 1X51 

1224.76 

0.8065 

0.7Q95 879.47 

(L2368 33J7 


4/05/97 16:48 
■ WLQ4 -J=R^ 

1.9450 5.8270 

1.1249 13700 

3.1562 94555 

132.11 3A618 

153.57 4.8009 

I. 3927 4.1728 

II. 36 34046 

2A951 

33J700 - 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


; jCurriBiciy;. 


JOD. 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7080 

Jordan Dinar 

14124 

. 

GB Steriling 

0.266E 

0.1888 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1J8780 

Qatar Dinar 

03747 

0.1945 

Kuwait Dinar 

32857 

2J263 

Emirates Dinar 

03723 

0.19Z8 

Lebanese/1000 

0.85 

04600 

Egyptian 

0 33S0 

03000 


9.9477 

10)303 

12X223 

10)211 

24368 

1.1065 


LBP, 

1539.00 

2173J3 

410.37 

4082-23 

422.79 

5056.68 

419.03 


Brent 

— ?jL i 

18.10 

18J5 

W.Texa 

19^5 

19.85 

Bony 

18.10 

18J5 

Dubai 

17 SO 

17.75 

UL Gas 

192.00 

194.00 


Mid-East Currencies 


SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


0.2666 04612 0.16432 0.39219 33.7701 

0.2723 04709 0.16779 0,10046 344828 

3.2857 5.68182 2A247 4.83325 416.146 

03770 4X8716 1.63452 X90168 335.903 

1.9391 3JJ527 1.1945 24501 24549 


Metai Prices 

"7 ! Bid 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 

HwfcdLri-. r -a- l- -e 


Gold (oz's) 
Silver (oz's) 
Platinum (oz's) 
AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months 
N! (3 Months) 


Cncy Month Months MOnlhs Months Year 

USD 5.56 5.68 5j87 6.03 8.18 

GBP 8.18 6J1 6.63 649 6A4 

JPY 0.53 0.56 0.62 056 0.78 

DEM 244 3.00 3.00 3.06 3.18 

FRF 3.18 3.34 342 342 344 

CHF 1.57 1.68 1.75 1.68 1-68 

ITL 642 6.81 6.75 6.68 6J0 


Main Equity Indicies 


. . Bourse 1 
NewYork 

index ' 
DOW JONES 

Value 

7071J 

94J2 

Newyork 

S&P500 

812-97 

1444 

London 

FT-SE 100 

4455.6 

104 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

19514J6 

23942 

Paris 

Frankfurt 

“ CAC40 
DAX 

2655.31 

3460^7 

1545 

22-3 


High 1 Low Tgrgja" 


Commodify . 
Coffee { c/lbs) 

: --/Last . 
245.75 

Delivery 

Spot 

Cocoa (S/ton)' 

1397 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

314 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ton) 

178 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

2432 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

152 

-Spot 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (S/ton) 

480 

Spot 


* JOD Cross Rates 
■ Currency Buy! 

US Dollar 0.708 

OB Startling 1.1477 

DE Mark 0409 

CH Franc 0491 

FR Franc 0.1214 

JP Yen 05589 

NL Guilder 0.3635 

ITUra 04133 

' Source: Central BanT 


-Sett.: 
0.710 
1.1534 
0411 
04834 
0.122 
0.561 r 
0.3653 
04154 
of Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Magnet end 
5 Soccer score 
9 European 
neighbor 

13 Bakery come-on 

15 “Clair de— ’ 

16 Alan or Cheryl 

17 Type of protesl 

18 Volcanic mount 

19 Beggar's petition 

20 Scorn of the 
unattainable 

22 Children's game 

23 Nav. off. 

24 City In Italia 

25 Fit for 
consumption 

28 Big Apple sch. 

29 Have an 
inclination 

31 Famous Ali 
34 Abound 
36 — out {hit the 
limit) 

39 Sir Laurence 
41 With deftness 

43 Smooth fabric 

44 Actress 
Anderson 

46 Capri, for one 

47 More uptight 
49 Circle piece 
51 Black Sea port 
53 Odense native 
55 — Alamos 

58 Broadcast 

59 Darling 
62 Boot tips 

64 Munich mister 

65 Roomy 

66 Author Ferber 

67 “ — saw Elba" 

68 Buffalo 

69 Mr. Foxx 

70 Withered 

71 Camp item 


by Diane C. Baldwin 


G . O i S ■ H 


DOWN 

1 Outmoded 

2 Heavenly hunter 

3 Yoga pose 

4 Mid eastern 
potentate 

5 Flash of light 

6 Run faster 

7 Bofeyn or 
Bancroft 


8 Rent payer 

9 Swiss peak 

10 Steep-roofed 
houses 

11 Perfect 

12 Proverb 

14 Incensed 

21 Path or passage 

26 A Moore 

27 Type of print 

28 Armadas 

30 To — 
(unanimously) 

31 Derek and 
Diddley 

32 Pie — mode 

33 Unhappy 
conclusion 

35 Gardner of 
mystery 

37 Building annex 

38 Coloring agent 

40 Travel stops 

42 Titan 

45 Restaurant 
patron, at times 
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48 Salhrobe belts 55 Run out 

50 Certain building. 56 Synthetic fabric 

57 Surgical insert 

51 Cowboy flick 60 'The Way We--" 

52 Electron tube 61 Send off 

54 Eaglet's home 63 Blue 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR MONDAY, 
MAY 5, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foimdaiion 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Don’t allow any- 
one to interfere with your 
desires today to use your 
creative talents. You 
should not take any risks 
or jeopardise later this 
evening your safety in any 
way. especially while on 
the highway. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you've made 
plans today for an activity 
with your family, chang- 
ing them at this late date 
could cause considerable 
discoid at home with your 
loved ones. Later this 
evening you can meet with 
dose friend at recreational 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Get your shop- 
ping and errands complet- 
ed early today, even if they 
are a little harder than you 
thought. Take care of 
important communica- 
tions concerning your 
career activities, especially 
those from bigwigs. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
can get some fine results 
today if you follow the 
suggestions of a financial 
advisor who can increase 
your income leveL Pursue 
an important personal 


desire later this evening 
and you can be quite suc- 
cessful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ) Labour on increasing 
your appearance today, 
then get out socially later 
this evening for a great 
time with close friends. 
You should not let anyone 
ruin your wonderful mood 
with negative ideas and 
suggestions which are use- 
less. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A covert 
activity requires your 
immediate attention today, 
so get at it first thing this 
morning. Show your mate 
you are” loyal and devoted 
by doing some special 
romantic activity which he 
or she will very much 
appreciate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) A close friend 
who is usually quite sup- 
portive to you is busy 
today, so be more self- 
reliant and thereby you 
can become quite success- 
ful. Enjoy a favourite 
hobby later this evening so 
that you can relax for the 
days ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 j If you 
want to meet with a pow- 
erful person today, the 
evening is the best time for 
this. Be sure to obey all 
rules and regulations 
which apply to you con- 
cerning your career activi- 
ties. thereby you can set 
out o f diff icult situations. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- v- 
ember 22 to December 2 1 } 
You should not try to drop 
in on anyone unexpectedly 
today, as they would not 
appreciate the surprise, if 
you pay a visit, make an 
appointment so that you 
wont be embarrassed. 
Later this you can stav 
home with loved ones 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
should not expecL or insist 
on, much attention from 
your mate during the day 
today, as this person is 
very busy, however, the 
evening should be roman- 
ce. so surprise him or her 

and he or she will be quite 
appreciative. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 

to February 19 ) You can 
get out of an unsatisfiacto- 
^'arrangement today with ' 
a fellow associate if you 
use some tact and humour. 
You should not risk your 
reputation Utter ‘this 
evening by doing some- 
Which wiU get vou in 
a difficult situation ' 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Your career 
activities may begin on an 
^ihappy note this mom- 
£g. however, muddle 
trough and you can 

acctKnphshagreatdeaJby 
end ? f the day. Later 
tins evening you can seek 
oui knowledgeable person 
^d seek their advice. 
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Visiting Iranian official says 
Tehran ready to sign trade protocol 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special jo r he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A visiting 
Iranian industry official 
said Sunday that his coun- 
try was ready to sign a trade 
protocol with Jordan and 
added that all problems that 
earlier delayed the signing 
have been overcome. 


Sayid Abu AI Hassan 
Khamoushi, assistant to 
Iran's industry minister 
who opened talks here with 
officials on Saturday, said 
the two sides will sign the 
protocol in Tehran in Octo- 
ber during the Jordanian- 
Iranian Higher Committee 
meetings. 

“The protocol that has 




C7i review of news from ihe Cftrabic press 


DarAl Dawa boosts profits 

** DESPITE POSTING lower sales, the Dar Al Dawa 
Development and Investment Company turned a JD2.67 
million not profit in 1996, 5.3 per cent higher than the 
JD2.54 million registered in 1995. Sales were 6.3 per 
cent lower last year as they amounted to JD 17.03 million 
compared to JDI8.19 million in 1995. Although exports 
accounted for 73 per cent of total sales, the company’s I 
annual report for 1996 said that the reduction of the trade 
protocol with Iraq had a major impact on the inability of 
the firm to achieve its sales target last year. 

According to the annual report, production costs 
amounted to JD 13.96 milli on and, as such, operating , 
profit was JD3.07 million. The report showed current 
assets totalling JD 17.05 milli on and current liabilities 
totalling JD4.76 million with the result being a JD 12.29 
million in working capital. Fixed assets amounted to 
JD 10.40 million and receivables stood at JD7.88 million 
of which 80 per cent were owned by public and private 
institutions abroad and the rest were local dues. Dar Al 
Dawa is a public shareholding company that was estab- 
lished in August 1975 and currently has a JD6 million 
capital (Al Aswaq). 

Middle East, Commodore hotels 
focus on expansion, modernisation 

** ADJUSTING PAST irregularities, expanding of 
premises and mode rnising various sections and entertain- 
ment facilities were the main highlights in the annual 
1996 report for the United Middle East and Commodore 
Hotels in addition to financial statements which showed 
a net profit of JD292,559 last year. 

The report said that after strenuous efforts the land on 
which the Commodore Hotel is built was registered in the 
name of the company as the land was until last year reg- 
istered in the personal names of previous owners. In addi^ 
tion, the company purchased the plot of land adjacent to 
the hotel from the western side and, as such, gave more 
space to the Commodore Hotel and provided the possi- 
bility for any future expansion that would boost the com- 
petitiveness of the hotel. 

As for the modernisation achievements, the report said 
that new air conditioners and heating boilers were 
installed at both the Middle East and Commodore hotels 
in addition to a computer network. Other facilities that 
were either set up or renovated were the Tropicana sum- 
mer restaurant and bar and the Churchill’s bar as well as 
Abdul Nawwas bar at the Middle East Hotel. 

On the financial side, the company reported gross earn- 
ings of JD1.67 million last year, some JD 170,000 above 
the 1995 earnings although the rate of occupancy in 1996 
was 51.7 per cent compared to 54 per cent in 1995. The 
company’s current assets as of Dec. 31, 1997 were 
JD442.591 whereas the shareholders’ equity stood ai 
JD6.23 million ( Al Aswaq). 


been agreed to between the 
two countries will be 
approved after it passes 
administrative procedures 
and it will be ratified by the 
Parliament (the Majlis) 
soon. There is no problem 
in the way," Mr. 
Khamoushi said in an inter- 
view with the Jordan Times 
Sunday following a meet- 
ing with Ahmad Bashir, the 
secretary general of the 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources. 

Last year, the Iranian par- 
liament refused to endorse 
a trade and industry proto- 
col between the two coun- 
tries after intensive bilateral 
negotiations. 

Among many reasons 
given for the refusal was 
the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty and Jordan’s support 
to Iraq during its eight-year 
war with Iran. 

But Mr. Khamoushi said 
his country was prepared 
“for all kinds of economic 
cooperation, whether in the 
form of joint ventures with 
the Jordanian business sec- 
tor or independent bilateral 
trade in industrial products 


and engineering services." 

Mr. Khamoushi, who held 
meetings with officials the 
from ministries of Trans- 
portation, Energy and 
Tourism on Sunday, added 
that the purpose of his visit 
was to prepare for the sec- 
ond joint economic com- 
mittee meeting, scheduled 
to be held in Iran, and to 
“become acquainted with 
Jordan’s trade and industri- 
al climate." 

The Iranian . delegation 
included experts from Iran- 
ian heavy industry firms, 
such as electric grids, cars 
and railway manufacturers. 

The trade volume 
between the two countries 
during the first nine months 
of 1996 reached JD18 mil- 
lion compared with almost 
JD20 million the previous 
year. 

Jordan’s total exports to 
Iran reached JD1 1.5 mil- 
lion in the same period of 
1996 compared with 
JD14.2 million the previ- 
ous year. 

Iran's exports to the 
Kingdom reached JD6.3 
milli on in the first nin e 


months of 1996 compared 
with JD5.2 milli on a year 
before. 

Jordan is seeking to 
increase its exports of phos- 
phate, fertiliser, and chemi- 
cals to Iran which pur- 
chased a substantial quanti- 
ty of these products in 
1991. 

In June 1995, former 
Minister of Trade and 
Industry Ali Abul Ragheb 
and his Iranian counterpart 
Mohammed Reza 

Nematzaseh signed a trade 
accord that was to facilitate 
the flux of goods between 
the two countries. 

Mr. Khamoushi, who 
arrived here on Saturday, 
met with Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry Mohammad 
Smadi, and Chairman of 
the Amman Chamber of 
Commence Haidar Murad. 

Mr. Smadi said that the 
two sides discussed the 
possibility of creating a 
joint industry on phosphor- 
ic acid and a joint automo- 
bile manufacturing con- 
cern. 

“We understood from the 


Iranian delegation that all 
matters that impede the rat- 
ification of the protocol 
have been solved, and the 
signing will take place next 
October.” Dr. Samdi was 
quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, as saying. 

Last year’s trade negotia- 
..tions broughr the two sides 
to' three major agreements: 
an investment promotion 
accord, and land and mar- 
itime transportation 
accords, along with the 
trade agreement 

Jordan’s political rela- 
tions with' Iran were 
strained last year following 
the Kingdom’s decision to 
expel the third secretary 
from the country's embassy 
in Amman. The expulsion 
of Said Batini led to a 
counter Iranian measure. 

Last month, Iran’s For- 
eign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati excluded Jordan 
from a regional tour that 
took him to several Arab 
and ‘ Muslim nations to 
invite their leaders to the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference summit, slated 
for the end of this year. 


MOIMr FINANCIAL KARKST 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 04/05/1997 


MONTHS 

Low 

COMPANY'S BAKE 

P / E 

OIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

213.000 

ARAB BANK 

11.8 

i 1.57 

1 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

S 

0.00 

10 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BE. 

14.0 

4.13 

7 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

18.6 

0.00 

5 

.800 

JOR. GULF BARK 

4.8 

8.64 

2 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

14.4 

3.40 

7 

1.000 

PHZLADEL.INV.BK. 

0 

0.00 

3 


2.100 1.680 JOB. NATIONAL BK. S 0.00 

5.100 4.250 THE BOOSING BE. 14.0 4.13 

2.950 2.440 JOR.KOWRXT BANK 18.6 0.00 

1.090 .800 J OH. GULF BARK 4.8 8.64 

4.110 3.480 JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 14.4 3.40 

1.440 1.000 PHZLADEL.INV.BK. 0 0.00 

BA HX SECTOR TOTALS- INDEX z 192.29 *CHG: +0.01 

2.200 1.850 ARAB LIFE XNSUR. 7.6 5.13 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX I 116.30 ZCHG: -0.49 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 
JD 

2044 0 255.00 255.50 .50* 


1.820 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

7.5 

6.45 

5.050 

4.100 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

17.7 

2.B7 

2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.0 

8.47 

1.520 

.930 

BAIL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

.920 

.480 

JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 

24.6 

0.00 

3.720 

2.990 

ARAB XHTL.XHV.EDUC. 

7.6 

0.00 

1.220 

.960 

2ARXA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 101.32 *CBB: -0.77 


3. BOO 
3.500 
10.400 
1.590 
3.260 
7.600 
4.100 
7.250 
5.910 
5.400 
.960 
1.370 
■ .910 
1.540 
1.150 
3.730 
1.170 
1.670 
2.660 
1.780 
1.230 
1.440 


JOR. CEMENT FACT. 
JOR. PHOSPHATE KIBES 
JOR. FSTROb.RCrXMMI 
WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGR. 
JOB. WORSTED KELLS 
ARAB PHARH. HANF. 
JOR. CERAMIC XND. 

DAR ALOAHA DV.IHV. 
ARAB ALDM.IND. 
LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER COHV.TRD. 
NATIONAL XNDS. 
INTERNED -PETRO-CHEM- 
JOR. ROCKWOOL ENDS. 
NATL. CABLE WTRE.HFAC 
JOR. SULPBO-CHEH 
ARAB FHARM.CHBM. 
UNIV. MOON. ENDS. 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 
JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 
UN1QH CH. G VEG. 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 113.52 *CHG: -0.42 
GRAND TOTAL INDEX: 150.00 *CHG: -0.21 


198 105191 

260 127375 


" * 
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.670 

.370 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

g 

0.00 

1 

200 

80 

.41 

.40 

:84o 

.670 

UNION INV. 50* 

64.1 

0.00 

9 

19667 

3343 

.67 

.67 

.950 

.740 

AL-SHARQ INV. 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

850 

425 

.77 

.75 

.950 

.620 

AL-DAWLIXAH 75* 

14.7 

0.00 

3 

5354 

2141 

.65 

.65 

.640 

.200 

JOR . INDS -MATCH-JTMCQ 

g 

0.00 

11 

9000 

2170 

.25 

.24 

.740 

.510 

ARAB POOD G MED. 

g 

0.00 

11 

4750 

2618 

.57 

.55 

1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

12.8 

5.15 

1 

1000 

1360 

1.40 

1.36 

.690 

.430 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

50.7 

0.00 

3 

1000 

440 

.44 

.44 

.720 

.490 

NATL. TEXTILE 

g 

0.00 

3 

1400 

700 

.50 

.50 

.840 

-400 

NATL. MULT. ENC . KAMI CO 

E 

0.00 

72 

125600 

73872 

.60 

.58 

.640 

.430 

HAYZAK DIES G M3ULDS 

E 

0.00 

2 

17000 

9520 

.57 

.56 

.980 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

3 

1900 

1368 

.72 

.72 

.730 

.600 

MID EAST PHARH. 75* 

X 

0.00 

1 

1000 

350 

.60 

.60 

.770 

.550 

RASI PHARH. 65* 

X 

0.00 

4 

1900 

478 

.60 

.60 

.640 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

25.9 

0.00 

9 

7250 

3045 

.42 

.42 

.960 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

B 

0.00 

3 

750 

5B5 

.78 

.78 

.760 

.560 

PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

E 

0.00 

1 

150 

84 

.56 

.56 

.820 

.590. 

MAIL. POULTRY 

E 

D.OD 

B 

50B50 

33608 

.69 

.69 

.870 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

0.00 

10 

8400 

5551 

.67 

/.67 


Japan suffers first 
post-war failure 
in life insurance sector 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Finance Ministry has 
ordered the troubled Nis- 
san Mutual Life Insurance 
Co. to suspend most of its 
operations, marking the 
first insolvency of a Japan- 
ese life insurer since World 
WarDf. 

Finance Minister Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka said the order 
followed a report from the 
company outlining difficul- 
ties in restructuring its 
business foUowing huge 
losses suffered during the 
“bubble" economy of the 
late 1980s. 

With accumulated losses 
of about 200 billion yen 
(SI. 6 billion), the company 
itself decided on the action 
at a board meeting. 

"Our action to order the 
suspension followed its 
decision, and the decision 
was made at its own discre- 
tion,” the finance minister 
said. 

Mr. Mitsuzuka said the 
ministry would take step 
“to protect policy holders” 
and was preparing mea- 
sures to assume control of 
the eompany’s assets. 

Among the measures, the 
ministry is arranging to 
transfer contracts to other 
insurance companies ro 
prevent a credit crisis. 

“The order of suspension 
is to ensure the credibility 
of the industry and to dis- 
pel policy-holder con- 
cerns,” Mr. Mitsuzuka told 
a news conference. 

Asked about the possibil- 
ity of similar cases, Mr. 
Mitsuzuka said: “We 

expect this case to be the 
first and last in the insur- 
ance industry.” 

Nissan Mutual President 
Hiroshi Yonemoto said the 
net loss in the 12 months to 
last March was estimated 
at 52.5 billion yea, the 
company's first net loss 
ever. He added that unre- 
alised losses totalled about 
100 billion yen on securi- 
ties holdings and a further 


43.6 billion yen on proper- 
ties and loans. 

“We had thought we 
could handle the situation 
through restructuring 

efforts, but the situation did 
not allow us to,” Mr. 
Yonemoto said. 

Nissan Mutual is Japan's 
19th- largest life insurer 
with 5,000 employees and 
close ties with Nissan 
Motor Ltd. and Hitachi 
Lid. 

Mr. Yonemoto said he 
would seek continued sup- 
port from Nissan after 
transferring existing con- 
tracts to other life insurers. 

“We have explored a 
variety of options includ- 
ing a merger but under cur- 
rent legislation, this was 
the only option we could 
choose.’’ he said. 

In a statement, Mr. Mit- 
suzuka said the suspension 
followed difficulties stem- 
ming from the sale of high- 
yielding pension policies 
and a subsequent downturn 
in share prices, causing a 
deterioration in returns. 

To protect policy-hold- 
ers. Mr. Mitsuzuka 
appointed the Japan Life 
Insurance Association to 
control and manage its 
assets and liabilities. 

The suspension of busi- 
ness-covers the handling of 
policy cancellations, enter- 
ing into new contracts and 
lending to policy-holders. 
But Mr. Mitsuzuka said the 
company would be allowed 
to keep making payments 
to policy-holders and con- 
tinue other operations to 
ensure payouts are met 
when they fall due. 

Mr. Mitsuzuka also said 
he would ask associated 
industries and a policy 
holders' protection fund set 
up by the insurance sector 
last year to help clean up 
the mess. The protection 
fund is supposed to dis- 
burse up to 200 billion yen 
in assistance to the life 
insurance industry. 


R OTAR Y 

CONGRESS 

A welcome to Jordan 1 0% special 
discount. 

• Gems of the world. 

• All birth stones. 

• Unique designs in 1 8k gold. , 


DATANI 

JEWELLERS 


At Amra Forum Hotel, 6th circle. 
Amman : phone 5 5 2 71 18 
Also in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


Sw lull 

ICR l"*l 


J ordan Marketplace * * * Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


'If It 

iad myself cloned, it wot 
be so different. 1 already 

ildn’t 


talk to myself!” 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onSriary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ by Hand Arnold and MBca Aigirion 

r S/wi sure knows hnv /i | 
to playiha gaira A I 


CENOU 


OWHiMlHiiwlMlx. 

wffjwawBvtfl. 


YOHNP 


LUITED 


SABDUR 


Answer hen: A, 



WHAT A PATE WITH 
HER TENNIS COACH 
TURNEP INTO. 

> i 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the abwa cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 


. I Jumbles: WEIGH VERVE TONGUE SHADOW 
Bmaya I Answer Whal the transmission shop did when It was 

swamped with work - went into high gear 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
torrent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
- Fax: 810520 
* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
^ unfurnished for rent / 


/ PODS 

s Jessed 

\ MBB 

\ kill 

- INDOQR HEATED- 

CRySTAl / SWIMMING ~PQOCr~ 

▼ -BAUNAJACUZZF&%IhV 

-MASSAGE 

Quality Serviced Suites -witness room . B|| 

* One & Two Bedrooms * FnDy 

Equipped Kitchenettes * Dafy St p. -COURTS- • T ’ 

Long Stay * Rcasonible R ates ' i- 

j— |l I | I I M - ' TEL: - - 7581 80r. 

i Radio &-TV Station Rd. 


STUDIO HflIG 

Professional quality in 
■■■■_ T hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at'our shop and get 
JUMBO photo size 
30% larger.. 

'- Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 823891 


CR0WJT1 HOTBr 





BJ FOR 
RENT 


!M‘ V 1 f jv! > 


App.inrr.i'nis; 
I in ■\rnrp,,H'i 


For details please cell 

w*. nmt 


^ .... 

i£N7 - | 

y DELUXE 

W&z&w 

II lF fvjW usheW ■ 







DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS - 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL. 

REAL ESTATE 

' ■ . ’ * 


AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdafl 
to Airport and Back 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
Abdall Branch 653313 




Pizza Granpe 


Advertisement 


in 


t'A'-NS V. 


«£• '’M 


. KJV ▼ T r 

^ -AMERICAN 
BREAKFAS' 


Restaurant a Coffee Shop 



^ BREAKFAST 
•STUFFED PIZZA 
{Chicago Style} 

PAN PIZZA (Thn/TMck CruslJ 


mjmmm 



Free DELIVERY 
DINE IN 
TAKE AWAY 
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Silver Charm (Ri wins the 123rd running of the Kentucky Derby with jockey Gary Stevens riding, edging out 
Captain Rndgit (1.1 with jockey Alex O SolLv riding, at Louisville's Churchill Downs (Reuters photo) 


Silver Charm wins 


123rd Kentucky Derby 



Silver Charm's jockey Gary Stevens holds the trophy in 
the air in the winner's circle after winning the 123rd 
Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs in Louisville 
(Reuters photo) 


LOUISVILLE. Kentucky 
(R) — Silver Charm, (he 
California-based second 
choice, held off favoured 
Captain Bodgit down the 
Churchill Downs stretch on 
Saturday to win a stirring 
duel and the 123rd 
Kentucky Derby by a head. 

Free House finished third 
in the first leg of thorough- 
bred horse racing's triple 
crown. 

Ridden by Gary' Stevens, 
who just last week was 
inducted into racing's Hall 
Of Fame, the Bob BalTerl- 
trained hursc took die' lead 
frdm Free House as the 
horses came thundering 
down the most famous 
home stretch in American 
horse racing. 

The victory erased 
B alien's disappointing 
memory of defeat Iasi year, 
w hen he saddled Cannovier. 
who finished second to 
Grindstone after a similar 
stretch battle and a photo 
finish. 

Balfcrt said he thought he 
had the SI million race won 
as the horses raced toward 
the finish. "But I saw 
Captain Bodgit coining and 
1 thought, please Lord don't 
do it to me again. My whole 
body w .is numb." 

Slovens. after recording 
Ins third Kentucky Derby 
sictory. N.ud he lud a 
■‘dream tup on a dream 
week " 

"Bob turned me loose 
Slovens *unl of 

Ballett. 

Sloven* s.uil when Silver 
Chaim g» it the lead, lie 
relaxed mint he heard 

C.ipiam Biilgit moving up 
and the lioise then "stuck 
Ins eats bavk. fialiened h:s 


head out and found another 
gear. 

"It fell like we could have 
gone around again and 
nobody was going to get by 
him." marvelled Stevens, 
who previously won the 
Derby aboard Winning 
Colour- in !^SS and rode 
loiigshot Thunder Gulch to 
victory in 1*^5. 


The clastic race for three- 
year-olds over I 1/4 miles 
was run on one of the cold- 
est Derby days in 40 years 
with a post-time tempera- 
ture of 53-degrees < 1 1.6 O. 

Still the fourth largest 
Derby crowd in history of 
141,198 made the best of it, 
wrapping . themselves in 
plastic over traditionally 


outrageous hats and hud- 
dling under the grandstands 
to avoid a cold wind and 
sc altered showers. 

But when the horses 
rounded the mm with a 
quarter-mile to go in the 
race, the crowd forgot the 
weather and let out a mighty 
roar. 

Silver Charm had lost to 
free house in the Santa 
Anita Derby last month, but 
blew by him down the 
stretch Saturday. 

"We lost the battle" 
-Stevens, said of. -the earlier 
setback, “but won thewar.’’ 

Free House, with David 
Flores in the saddle, led for 
much of the race. 

“I didn't expect to be in 
the lead early,” Flores said. 

"It was like nobody want- 
ed to go. He responded 
when I asked him turning 
for home but those two 
other horses were just too 
strong,” Flores said of 
Silver Charm and Captain 
Bodgit. 

Free House, a 10- 1 shot, 
finished 3 1 /2-lengths 

behind Captain Bodgit. 

Captain Bodgit's jockey, 
Alex Solis, said he had 
"chirped" to the horse as 
they rolled toward die final 
run, "and he responded. 

“At the eighth pole I 
thought we were the win- 
ner.” Solis recalled, "but 
when that horse (Silver 
Chaim) saw me, he shifted 
to another gear.” 

The Prcakness Stakes, 
second leg of the triple 
crown, will be run May 17 
at Pimlico race track in 
Baltimore. 


Bordeaux help Monaco win French League 


PARIS (R) — Bordeaux helped Monaco win their first 
French soccer League title since 1988 when they held Paris 
Sl Germain to a 2-2 draw ai the Pare Des Princes on 
Saturday. 

The Parisians needed a win to retain slim hopes of chal- 
lenging the team from the principality, who host Caen on 
Sunday. EighE points behind Monaco with only two rounds 
left in the First Division, PSG can no longer clos^the gap. 

It was the sixth title for Monaco, who won their first 36 
years ago. 

“We will celebrate this title against Caen on Sunday, hop- 
ing to give our fans a victory.” said Monaco’s manager 
Henri Biancheri. 

"I also hope Paris St Germain will win the European Cup 
Winners’ Cup," he added. 

The Parisians failed to win the French domestic crown for 
the third year running but they earned some consolation by 
making it to the Cup Winners' final for the second time in 
two years. 

“We are the first French team to achieve this and so if we 
finish second in the League and win our second Cup 
Winners’ Cup, we’ll be able to say it was a great season.’' 
said PSG president Bernard BrochanL 

Despite the draw, the Parisians have the best chance to 


finish the league season in second place and to qualify for 
the European Cup Champions' League next season. 
Third-placed Nantes also drew 0-0 at Guingamp and trail 

Paris St Gennain by three points. 

Against Bordeaux, who are also seeking a UEFA Cup 
berth next season, the Parisians bad a very difficult tune m 
front of a crowd of 43,000, the league s record this season. 

“Before the match, we said it would be like a European 
Cup match and that’ s what it was.” said BrochanL 
The Parisians had an ideal start, opening the sconngm the 
14th minute through international Bruno N Gotty from a 

free kick. , » 

But PSG slowed down after 30 minutes and veteran Jean- 

Pietra PaDin equalised in the 39th minute from a cross by 
gifted international midfielder Ibrahim Ba, the game s best 

P Borfeaux even came close to causing a major upset when 
they took a 2-1 lead thanks to Kaba Diawaia with two min- 
utes left. But Brazil's Rai equalised straightaway in a uad- 

b Le S IfcBTC, who beat nice 1-0. and Lens, who defeated 
Marseille 2-0. made sure they would remain m the First 
Division next season. 


* 


Italian Open 

Martinez looks for 5th title 
as injury sidelines Hingis 



Rivaldo 
double 
strike lifts 
Deportivo 
to 3rd 

MADRID (R) — Brazilian 
midfielder Rivaldo lifted 
Deportivo Coruna into 
third place in the Spanish 
league on Saturday after 
scoring for the sixth suc- 
cessive game in a 3-0 win 
over struggling Sevilla. 

Rivaldo’s double strike 
left Deportivo ODe point 
ahead of Real Beds and 
behind second-placed 
Barcelona only on goal dif- 
ference. Beds face 
Compostela on Sunday, 
while Barcelona face a 
tough test at Extremadura 
on Monday. 

Rivaldo headed home a 
Corentin Martins free-kick 
to put Deportivo in front in 
the 18th minure and added 
a second from, the penalty 
spot 13 minutes from time. 
Javier Manjarin broke clear 
shortly afterwards to tie up 
the match for Deportivo. 

In the Spanish capital, the 
board of Real Madrid 
appealed for unity ahead of 
a home game with Sporting 
Gijon at which supporters 
are expected to voice their 
anger at coach Fabio 
Capello, who has 
announced he will leave 
the club at the end of the 
season. 

“We must join our efforts 
with a single aim: uncondi- 
tional and constant support 
of the team, both players 
and managerial staff." read 
the communique, which 
was issued on Saturday. 

Several real fans have 
shouted abuse at Capello 
since Tuesday, when the 
former AC Milan manager 
made his decision public. 

Capello has not yet dis- 
closed his plans for the 
future but most commenta- 
tors feel he is likely to 
return to struggling Milan. 


ROME (R) — A teenager 
who fell off her horse in 
Switzerland must shoulder 
the blame if this year’s 
Italian Open women’s ten- 
nis tournament, starting ax 
the Foro Italico Monday, 
fails to excite die locals. 

World No. 1 Martina 
Hingis, at 16 years old the 
youngest player ever to hold 
the top ranking, was to have 
been the star of an event 
lacking some major female 
personalities. 

With Silvia Farina Italy’s 
highest-ranked player at 
number 49, the Swiss teen 
idol was expected to attract 
swarms of spectators to a 
venue that for two weeks 
becomes the in-place for 
Rome's beautiful people to 
be seen. 

But the 1996 losing final- 
ist suffered a slight tear of a 
knee ligament in a riding 
accident near her Swiss 
home, late , last . month and 
j will not be gracing the clay 
courts, shaded by pine trees 
and a short walk from the 
Olympic stadium. 

Her undoubted pain will 
have been echoed by groans 
of disappointment from the 
organisers, whose top- 
ranked entrant is now the 
American World No. 3 
Monica Seles. 

With or without Hingis, 
organisers had little hope of 
arousing as much interest as 
the better-rewarded men's 
event which starts the fol- 
lowing Monday with all of 
the world’s top 15 players 
listed as participants so far. 

The men’s prize money is 
a total of S2.3 million com- 
pared to just under SI mil- 
lion for the women. 

Apart from Hingis, Seles 
was to have been the only 
woman in the top five par- 
ticipating but organisers 
responded to the dilution of 
the field by hastily drafting 
in Spain’s fifth-ranked 
Arantxa Sanchez as a wild 
card. 

Below her is world num- 
ber six Conchita Martinez 
of Spain seeking her fifth 


Conchita Martinez 

Italian title in a row. 

Other leading seeds will 
be Germany’s Anke Huber, 
Croatia's Iva Majoli and 
Romanian Irina Spirlea. 

If Martinez does win, she 
will equal Chris Evert’s 
record of five Italian titles, 
although the Spaniard 
already holds the record for 
consecutive victories. 

But statistics alone do not 
fixe up crowds and there is 
no denying that the bigger 
names are elsewhere. 

No. 2 Steffi Graf, who 
returned to Rome in 1996 
for the first time in nine 
years only lo be beaten by 
Hingis in the quarter-finals, 
is staying away again this 
time. 

The German, out since 
February with a knee injury, 
is due to return at the 
German Open in Berlin 
May 12 after training in 
Austria. Hingis is also 
expected to be there. 

Argentina’s Gabrieia 


Sabatini, a four times win- 
ner adopted by the Rome 
fans as one of their own, 
was an even bigger attrac- 
tion who will be much 
missed due to retirement. 

Her role as crowd 
favourite is sure to be hand- 
ed on to former American 
teenage prodigy Jennifer 
Capriati, whose Italian sur- 
name alone is a bankable 
guarantee that her oppo- 
nents will get a hard time 
from the excitable fans. 

Seles, who beat now 
retired Martina Navratilova 
for the title in 1990, and 
world number 27 Capriati 
are both returning to the 
Italian capital for the first 
time in many years and have 
both suffered injuries in 
recent months. ^ 

It will be Seles’ firsi 
match in the capital since 
1992. the year before she 
was stabbed on court in 
Hamburg by a knife-wield- 
ing spectator during a break 
between games. 
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Stoltenberg, Filippini reach ATT Challenge final as Chang, Agassi, Courier eliminated 


ATLANTA iR* — 
Sc vc n ill seed J.im»ii 
Stoll enheig avoided the 
late of It iv I el Ion seeds 
bv holding off upset - 
minded Swede Magnus 
Norman in roach the 
final of tile ATT 
Chal lcne .0 again si 

Miiroclo Filippini of 
Uruguay. 

Nonnun hud picked off 
the highest remaining 
seed in'his* two previous 
matches, but failed in his 
bid for a hat trick as the 


seventh-seeded 
Australian prevailed 6-4, 

5- 7. 6-5. 

Filippini. ranked 92nd 
in the world, upset 
eighth-seeded American 
Chris Woodruff 7-5 3-6 

6- 4 in the longest match 
of the tournament at two 
hours and 22 minutes. 

In a tournament that 
featured American stars 
Michael Chang. Jim 
Courier and ~ Andre 
Agassi, organisers are 
surely shocked by a 


Stoltenberg-Filippini 
final. But the top six 
seeds were eliminated 
before the semifinals, 
with 81 st-ranked 

Norman taking care of 
Agassi (4) and Petr 
Korda (5). 

Stoltenberg took 

advantage of Norman’s 
relative inexperience, 
using his penetrating 
forehand to score key 
breaks in winning the 
first set. 

Norman. 20 and cooly 


confident, rebounded 
from a 1-3 deficit to take 
the second set 7-5 when 
Stoltenberg made a rare 
forehand error. 

Stoltenberg. winner of 
two career clay titles in 
the United States, 
regained the edge in the 
third set, winning the 
match by breaking 
Norman with a backhand 
return up the line. 

“It was an up and down 
match but I’m proud of 
the way I hung m there." 


Stoltenberg said. 

"I gusted it out and 
that’s exactly what I 
needed at this stage of 
my comeback,” added 
Stoltenberg, who had 
wrist surgery in January. 

Woodruff’s fortunes 
turned at 4-4 in the first 
set when a drop shot 
bounced on the netcord 
and fell back on his side, 
wiping out a break point 
ana a chance to serve for 
the set. 

Instead it was Filippini, 


hitting consistently from 
the baseline, who broke 
for the set at 7-5. 

Woodruff got a quick 
break at the start of the 
second set and seemed to 
take charge, breaking 
Filippini again to level 
the match. 

The American grabbed 
a 2-1 in the third set 
before suddenly losing 
focus in strong winds 
and changing light con- 
ditions as the sun 
appeared and disap- 


peared behind clouds. 

Filippini won 12 
straight points to take a 
4-2 lead before Woodruff 
recovered, but it was too 
late to salvage the match. 

Woodruff saved two 
match points at 5-3, but 
Filippini made good on 

the third with a backhand 

winner up the line. 

“Between 2-1 in the 
third set and the end of 
the match I stopped com- 
plaining about the wind 
and started concentrating 


more" said Filippini, 
who will go for his 
fourth career title on clav 
Sunday. 

Woodruff refused to 
blame his lapses on the 
difficult conditions. "The 
problems were more in 
my head than anything 
else," he said. 

“It rook me a while tc- 
believe I could play with 
a 5f ue clay courier. I got 
off to a bad start and I 
was hanging in there 
after that.” 
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Richard Gere ... in 

Michael Douglas & Val Kilmer ... 
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PRIMAL FEAR 

i 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. S:30, 10:30 

THE GHOST & 
THE DARKNESS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 
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7* CINEMA TEL:699238 

PLAZA 

Top Disney production 

101 DALMATIONS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5:00,6:30 
Demi Moore ... in 

STRIPTEASE 

Shows: 8:30, 10:30 
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Keanu Reeves... in 

CHAIN REACTION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

COSCORD *a * 

Michael Jordan.. .in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 
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Habxl & Hisham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The political satire 

amn ya ho 

For reservations call 625155 
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Sonics 
beat Suns 
in 5th 

« 

game 
to advance 

SEATTLE (R) — David 
Wingate and Seattle’s trio 
of all-stars stepped up in 
the big game to carry the 
Supersonics into the sec- 
ond round of the NBA 
playoffs with a decisive 
116-92 victory over the 
upstart Phoenix Suns Sat- 
urday. 

Wingate scored eight of 
his playoff career-high 19 
points in the fourth quarter 
to help the defending West- 
ern Conference champions 
avoid an embarrassing 
first-round exit for the third 
time in four years. 

All-Stars Detlef 

Schrempf scored 24 points, 
Shawn Kemp added 21 and 
Gary Payton 19 for the 
Sonics, who were forced to 
win the final two games of 
the best-of-five series to 
survive after the suns took 
a surprising two games to 

A . one lead. 

r “I think mentally we have 
gained something from this 
series,” said Seattle coach 
George Karl. “Mentally I 
think we’re tougher.” 

Seattle opened a 22-point 
halftime lead, then with- 
stood a furious third-quar- 
ter rally by Phoenix to win 
the decisive fifth game of 
the series. 

Wingate was the surprise 
hero, stepping in for 
injured Nate McMillan and 
playing one of the best 
games of his career. 

In 21 minutes, Wingate 
hit 6-of-7 from the field 
and grabbed 10 rebounds 
for the Sonics, who went 
all die way to the NBA 
finals last year before 
falling to the Chicago 
Bulls. 

“We’re still looking for- 
ward to playing Michael 
.. f Jordan) in the finals,” 
“ Kemp said. 

Seattle advanced to a 
meeting with the Houston 
Rockets in the best-of- 
seven Western Conference 
semifinals, beginning on 
Monday. 

“There’s only two things 
disappointment and relief 



Phoenix Suns guard Jason Kidd attempts to drive past Seattle Supersonics Detlef 
Schrempf during fourth quarter action in game five of the first round NBA play-offs 
in in Seattle. The Sonics pKmmniw! the Suns, 116-92 to advance to the next round 
against Houston (Renters photo) 


in the NBA,” said a relieved 
Karl. “We get to be relieved 
for about 12 hours and then 
we got to go to work 
against Houston.” 

The Rockets beat Seattle 
three times during the regu- 
lar season and will be seek- 
ing to avenge a sweep at 
the hands of the Sonics in 
last - year’s Conference 
se mifinal s. 

Wesley Person scored 26 
points to lead the Suns, 
who had a chance to close 
out Seattle at home in game 
four, but lost in overtime. 
Phoenix never seemed able 
io make a serious run at the 
lead in game five, despite 
outscoring Seattle 32-18 in 
the third quarter. 


Person’s three-pointer 
that opened the fourth 
quarter pulled the Suns 
within 81-76. But Wingate 
and Schrempf each hit 
three-pointers and Wingate 
added an easy layup on an 
inbounds pass for an 89-76 
lead as Seattle again pulled 
away. -■ - 

‘•-Kemp*' pulled "down- 11 
rebounds -and Payton had: 
10 assists for Seatde. which 
shot 50 percent (41-of-82) 
from the field and held a 
43-35 rebounding edge. 
The Sonics’ reserves also 
outscored the Phoenix 
bench 37-10. 

Suns star guard Kevin 
Johnson scored 20 points in 
what was likely his final 


NBA game, and Jason Kidd 
chipped in 17. 

The 31 -year-old Johnson, 
who has said he would 
retire at the end of the sea- 
son, went down shooting. 
But he was only 8-for-27 
and hurt the team with nine 
consecutive misses in the 
second half. 

- Suns coach Danny Ainge, . 
who took over after the. 
team got off to a miserable 
0-13 start and led the club 
into the playoffs, put -an 
optimistic spin on the 
defeat 

“I think that the franchise 
has made a giant step for- 
ward so that we can legiti- 
mately contend next year,” 
Ainge said. 


Giambi homer in 9th lifts A’s past Orioles 


BALTIMORE (R) — Jason 
Giambi’s smacked a two- 
run homer off reliever 
randy Myers with two outs 
in the ninth inning to lift the 
Oakland Athletics to a 4-3 
victory over the Baltimore 
Orioles Saturday. 

Myers (0-1) came in to 
£ start (he ninth and retired 
■ the first two batters he 
faced. Damon Mashore 
doubled before Giambi hit 
an 0-1 pitch over the center- 
field fence for his fourth 
home run of the season. 

It was the first runs 
allowed this season by 
Myers, who blew his first 
save opportunity in 12 
chances as Baltimore saw 
its four-game winning 
streak end. 


In Seattle. Matt Mieske 
had three hits, including a 
homer, John Jaha added a 
three-run shot and Tim 
Unroe cracked a grand slam 
as the Milwaukee Brewers 
tied a franchise record with 
1 1 extra-base hits in a 17-4 
rout of the Mariners. 

Mieske had two doubles 
and a solo blast and Mike 
Matheny added a pair of 
doubles to pace the Brew- 
ers’ 17-hit attack. 

Bryce Florie (1-0) tossed 
2 1/3 innings of effective 
relief to notch his first 
American league win. 

In Toronto, a bases- 
loaded walk to Carlos Del- 
gado with two out in the 
ninth scored Otis Nixon 
with the w inning run as the 


Blue Jays blew a two-iun 
lead in the top half of the 
inning before recovering 
for a 6-5 victory over the 
Minnesota Twins. 

In Cleveland, Sandy Alo- 
mar singled home pinch- 
runner Chad Curtis with the 
w innin g run to cap a two- 
ren ninth inning as the Indi- 
ans nipped the Detroit 
Tigers 7-6. 

Since Cleveland moved 
into Jacobs Field, the Indi- 
ans are 19-1 against the 
Tigers at home. 

In Kansas City, Tim 
Belcher pitched a com- 
plete-game eight-hitter and 
Joe Vitiello had an RBI 
double in the sixth as the 
Royals edged the New York 
Yankees 2-1. 

In Chicago, the While 
Sox split a double header 
with the Anaheim Angels. 


In the opener, Allen Wat- 
son pitched seven scoreless 
innings and Jack Howell 
and Garret Anderson had 
RBI doubles to give Ana- 
heim a 3-2 victory. 

In the second game, Doug 
Drabek allowed rwo hits 
over seven innings and Ray 
Durham had a double, 
homer and three RBI as the 
White Sox rebounded for a 
4-2 win over the Angels. 

At Texas, Dean Palmer’s 
two-run single with one out 
in the bottom of the ninth 
inning off closer Heathcliff 
Sloe umb gave the Rangers 
a 7-6 win over the Boston 
Red Sox. 

The Rangers won when 
trailing after eight innings 
for the first time in 106 
games, dating back to June 
28, 1995. 
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Both vulnerable. Sooth deals. 

NORTH 

* A8 
05 

OKQ83 
+ Q 109782 
WEST EAST 

♦ Q975 * J 10 S 3 

3K108G2 OQ94 

0 J4 010975 

+ J5 +K6 

SOUTH 

♦ K42 
•7AJ73 
OA62 
* A84 . 

Hie bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1NT Pan 3* Pan 

am 1 Paw Past Paaa 

Opening lead: She ofO 
pie kindest, thing that can be 
said about South’s Kidding and play 
of this hand is that they were a 
matched set. Both were tembk. 

When North jumped to three 
dubs in response to partner's one 
no Dump, South decided that a flat 
16 pomts was a mlrornmn do- trump 
opening and hence bid three no 
trump. However, aces and kings are 
notoriously undervalued in the 
point count. South's three acee and 
a ki ng actually made the holding 


worth considerably more lor a sun 
contract, and at the very least 
South should have raised dubs. 
fOur choice would have been a cos- 
bid in support of dube.1 That would 
nimnflt certainly have led to an easy 
slam m this distribution of the 
cards. 

West led a low heart to the queen 
and ace. and declarer wasted little 
time in going dawn. The aoa of dubs 
was vKwI at Luck two, followed by 
a dub to the jack, queen and king. 
ppclr innw the nine of hearts, and 
the defenders reeled in four heart 
tricks to go with the dub — down 
one. , , 

Obviously. East was the danger 
Kand and bad to be kept off play, if 
possible, to prevent a heart lead 
through the jack. Correct technique 
was for declarer to cross to the king 
of diamonds and lead the queen of 
dubs. Suppose that were to loee to 
the king- West cannot continue 
hearts profitably, and dedarer can 
win any other lead in dummy and 
now run the ten of dubs. As kmg as 
(he dub honors are split, the con- 
tract is assured. 

As the cards lie. East will cover 
the queen with the king. Declarer 
wins with the ace, then exits with a 
club and a prayer. Whem Weal 
turns up with the jack, ail is well 
mul dedarer rakes in 1 1 tricks . 
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TWO FLOORS FOR RENT 


AVAILABLE AT DER GHBAR TWO FLOORS 
EACH CONTAINING 3 BEDROOMS - 
MASTER & 2- OTHERS - 3 BATHROOMS - 
GUEST, SITTING & DINING ROOM 
ALL SERVICES ARE SEPARATED. 

FOR ENQUIRY CALL TEL : 079 * 20408 


Two Furnished Flats For Rent 

3 & 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
private entrance, all services available. 
Fabulous location on the 4th Circle, 
opposite Prime. Ministry. 

To view call 777916 or 674935 


Kasparov builds slight edge 
against chess computer 



World chess champion Garry Kasparov, studies the chess board at the start of his 
match in New York against the IBM supercomputer Deep Blue. The Russian grand- 
master will play six games against Deep Blue in a re-match of their first contest in 
1996 (Reuters photo) 


NEW YORK (R) — World 
chess champion Garry Kas- 
parov built an advantage 
out of the opening in the 
first game on Saturday of 
his $1.1 million re-match 
against the world's 
strongest chess-playing 
computet 

The Russian grandmaster, 
playing with the white 
pieces and the first move 
against IBM EBM.N super- 
computer Deep Blue, set 
out to exploit the machine’s 
inability to plan far ahead 
by restricting the number of 
squares it could control. 

“Deep Blue made some 
sensible moves in the open- 
ing, but then it made some 
moves that could give it 
problems in the long term.” 
said U.S. grandmaster 
Patrick Wolff. 

Other experts observing 
the game in a high-rise 
office complex in the centre 
of M anha ttan said Kas- 
parov had given Deep Blue 
few targets to aim at in the 
opening flurry of moves 
and had a slight edge. 

Deep Blue is an IBM 
RS/6000 SP parallel 
processor with specialised 
microchips for chess. 

The contest is part chess 
match and part research 
project to help build com- 
puters that can make com- 
plex, simultaneous calcula- 
tions at high speeds. 
Among the applications for 
the technology developed 
for Deep Blue are weather 
forecasting, air traffic con- 
trol, data mining and mole- 
cular dynamics. 

In their first match in 
Philadelphia in February 
1996, the computer 
shocked the chess world by 
w innin g the first game, but 
Kasparov recovered to win 
the overall contest The 
computer’s victory was the 


first time a programme had 
defeated a reigning world 
champion in classical 
chess, in which games can 
last several hours. 

In each game, the players 
have two hours each to play 
40 moves, then one hour 
each for the next 20 moves 
and an additional 30 min- 
utes each to complete the 
game. The winner of the 
six-game match will 
receive $700,000 and the 
loser $400,000. 

Kasparov strode into the 
playing room confidently 
and grinned broadly for the 
dozens of assembled pho- 
tographers and TV crews 
from all over the world. He 
and the computer's human 
operator, scientist Hsu 
Feng-Hsiung, shook hands. 
Hsu was sitting opposite 
Kasparov at a wooden 
chess board, a black video 
display screen and key- 


board at his side. Hsu typed 
in all the moves on the key- 
board and played Deep 
Blue's move on die board. 

Before the first move and 
as the game progressed, 
Kasparov held his head in 
his hands in concentration, 
almost as though he were 
praying. 

"Garry developed his 
pieces in such a way that 
there is nothing concrete,” 
international master David 
Levy of England said. “By 
doing that he allows the 
programme to use its own 
judgement about where to 
put its pieces and its judge- 
ment isn't quite as good as 
his.” 

The opening chosen by 
Kasparov, who is consid- 
ered by most experts to be 
the strongest player in the 
history of the ancient game, 
is named after Richard Reli. 
a Czech grandmaster who 


played in the 1910s and 
1920s. Experts said the the- 
ory behind the opening was 
to control the centre of the 
board by careful placement 
of bishops and knights. 

Deep Blue, which can 
examine hundreds of mil- 
lions of positions per sec- 
ond. calculates at twice the 
speed it did in the last 
match. IBM scientists said. 
More significantly, the soft- 
ware was infused with more 
chess knowledge by U.S. 
grandmaster Joel Ben- 
jamin. 

Chess playing is consid- 
ered ideal for computers 
because the game involves 
a specific number of physi- 
cal objects governed by 
simple, clearly defined 
rules. Information on the 
contest is carried on the 
IBM web site 
WWW.Chess.IBM.Com. 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE RESULTS 


- Tee Ball 

Winners Jerusalem Ins. 

J.RJV 11 

AlNisrAl Arabilns. 11 
Union Bank II 

Coach Pitch 

Petra Tourist 13 Nabii Factory 10 

Orbit 15 Aram ex 7 

R J 22 Forum Furniture 6 


Kid Pitch 

Med Labs 12 Characters 6 

Reinert 11 Marriott 1 

A1 Rawnak-Blue Mill — Postponed . 

Seniors 

Alpbacan 25 Epson 1 5 

Epson 16 Ayyoubi Steel Factory 15 


The Ideal Powerplant for a new generation 



The new VTTARA 5-Door V6 Wagon with a new 2 Btre V6 twin cam, 24 valve engine. 
With a number of advanced features giving it high output at low running cost Its a new 
type of 4 x 4 vehicle, combining full off road capabilities and car riding comfort 

AJsoay aMfein 1.6 litre, 3<kxx or 5-cio or versions. 

Suzuki Vrtara V6 sets the trend. 
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Kabila controls three quarters of 
Zaire; Mobutu will not surrender 


Face-to-face meeting achieved nothing but another 


POINTE NOIRE lAP) — 
Zaire's embattled, ailing 
president met face-to-face 
Sunday with the rival who 
has overrun nearly three- 
founiis of his country — hut 
all they agreed on was to hold 
another meeting. 

President Mobutu Sese 
Stfko did not announce his 
resignation, as had been 
expected. 

U.N. envoy Mohammad 
Sahnoun said rebel leader 
Laurent Kabila had agreed to 
a cease-fire as a “gesture of 
goodwill" before the meet- 
ing. but it was not clear 
whether the truce continued 
or indeed if it had ever taken 
place. 

"As a gesture of goodw ill, 
he litis ordered liis troops to 
stop their advance on all 
fronts." Mr. Sahnoun said, 
reading from a communique. 
“They would, however, 
defend themselves and recip- 
rocate if they were attacked." 

Mr. Kabiiu's rebels, who 
already control three-quarters 
of Zaire, say they are pushing 
toward ihe capita). Kinshasa. 

At a news conference with 
a grim Mobutu and a smiling 
Kabila Mr. Sahnoun told 
reporters aboard a South 
African naval ship docked in 
the port city of Pointe Noire 
that South African President 
Nelson Mandela, who was 
helping mediate the talks, 
would convene another meet- 
ing in 6 to 10 days to narrow 
the gap between them. 

Mr. Sahnoun said Mr. 
Mobutu proposed a cease- 
fire and the creation of a tran- 
sitional government that 
would prepare the Central 
African nation for its first 
multi-party elections. Mr. 
Mobutu said he would hand 
over power to such an elected 
authority. 

But Mr. Kabila, according 



Three hundred and sixty five of the 4,000 Rwandan refugees who are stationed 


at the transitional camp near the Kisangani airport board an Ilyushin plane 

“in Sunday. A train brought 2,800 


booked by the HCR to fly them to Kigali, on Sunday. A train _ 
refugees to Kisangani overnight from the Biaro camp which counts some 30,000 
refugees (AFP photo) 


to the statement read by Mr. 
Sahnoun. is demanding that 
the rebel alliance take power 
as the transitional authority 
and says Mr. Mobutu must 
cede power to it. 

Mr. Mobutu left the ship 
without speaking to reporters 
and was expected to fly back 
to Kinshasa later in the day. 
Mr. Kabila was en route to 
Angola. 

Mr. Mandela emphasised 
that Mr. Kabila had not 
agreed to a permanent truce. 

""The question of a cease- 
fire is not part of his vocabu- 
lary." he said. "What he is 
concerned with is that negoti- 
ations will lead to the end of 
hostilities" 

Mr. Kabila said Friday that 
he would go to the talks only 
to secure “Mobutu's exit and 
the handover of power to the 
alliance." Otherwise, he said, 
rebel forces would take the 


rest of Zaire within two 
weeks. 

Mr. Mobutu has insisted 
that he will never bow to Mr. 
Kabila's demand to resign, 
but his prostate cancer and 
international pressure may 
yet force him to do so. 

Sources close to the talks 
had said that mediators were 
seeking an agreement in 
which Mn Mobutu would 
step down for health reasons 
and appoint an interim presi- 
dent until elections could be 
held. This would allow Mr. 
Kabila and his forces to 
peacefully enter Kinshasa. 

A White House official, 
responding to reports that 
U.S. envoy Bill Richardson 
was carrying a letter from 
Mr. Mobutu to U.S. President 
Bill Clinton saying that he 
would step down, said 
Saturday, “I would not read it 
that way.” 


Mr. Mobutu did send a let- 
ter to the United States last 
week in which he committed 
himself to negotiations with 
the rebels, said the source, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity Saturday. 

In Kinshasa, meanwhile, a 
U.S. official said nine 
Americans — non-essential 
staff and dependants of 
embassy employees — left 
the city on Saturday as a 
“precautionary measure” 

because of the confusion sur- 
rounding the peace talks. 

The official speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the Americans took a ferry to 
neighbouring Congo. Thirty- 
eight Americans remain at 
the embassy, including 
Ambassador Daniel 

Simpson. Several hundred 
other Americans remain in 
Kinshasa. 


Pope John Paul II to pay 
historical visit to Lebanon 


BEIRUT \ AFPl — Pope John Paul U will 
make ihc fiisi papal visit to the Middle 
East since 1%4 next weekend when he 
arrives in Leban»»n. home to the region's 
mo-4 important Catholic community. 

The Pope, who begins a lun-dav visit 
i*n Saturday, had originally planned to 
v isit Lebanon thiec years ago but the trip 
wax cancelled alter a church bombing, 
north Hi Beirut, left 1 1 worshippers dead. 

For lus ““th international pastoral visit 
since his appointment in NTS. Pope John 
PjiiI II uill find liunsolf m the only coun- 
try in the Middle Ejm where Christians 
luvc .in important iole ut government 

The Christian community of 1.5 mil- 
lion. i mi of an estimated population of 
four million. Mil titc lion's share of 
power in Lebanon until the end of Ute 
country's 1 5 -year civil wji in 1*M). 

Is ir many years Lebanon stood as die 
jvileet nudel for Christian- Muslim 
peocelul kocxisteitce. before :t imploded 
mlii Ijcfionul lighting th.it sp.sried a de*.- 
.istamic civil war sn 1*175. 

T»*dav LeKmim's Cin-lunx. and esjv- 
«. i.illy tlx- M.iromles — the nh-st usipiT- 
tani Christian comnamtiy which allied 
itself with Israel during rite cml war — 
.irr hoLonung increiLsingly fnisUttal and 
irLtiyinaliwd by the p Syrian regime. 

They aiv als»i leeltng threatened by the 
lUrmogniphic changes tit the ciHiniry, 
wix're the Muslim eotiuTiurnty isgmwme 
tar more rapidly 

\ bitter Isxrt Ol Hiicr-Chnsli.in fighting 
in [‘fJtlcor.siiierai’ly wetikened tite com- 
immity still lunher. acatin^ a jxiwer vac- 
uum which iu> left l-eb.iron's Christians 
without tiny truly re[rresentative leaders. 

Only Cardinal N’.isullah Steir. patri- 
arch of die Man mite Cliurch. is a figure of 
national standing and he ids relentlessly 

spoken out against Hie ihnui [o civil lib- 
erties and democracy in the country. 

Speaking to AFP last month. Cardinal 
Sfeir described Lebanon’s current situa- 


tion as “not enviable: its sovereignty and 
independence are put in jeopardy, and 
Lebanon cannot make its own decisions.” 

The Pope has described Lebanon as 
•'more than a country, a message.” and 
during his visit he is due to sign the apos- 
tolic exhortation inspired by resolutions 
taken during the Synod held for Lebanon 
in Rome in 1995. 

The Synod called lor Israel's withdraw- 
al from occupied pans of southern 
Lebanon and for the departure of the 
35.000 Syrian troops deployed on two- 
ihirds of the country 's remtoiy. 

The Pope's call for a Syrian pullout 
triggered sharp criticism from a number 
•it Muslim leaders, but they have never- 
theless welcomed his \isit. 

They also expressed worries that the 
Pope's tip to Lebanon could spark a 
chair, reaction ■oirjiar to that caused by 
his enp to Poland in the eighties, where 
the communis: nsine later collapsed. 

On the '-trier side of the political spec- 
turn. some Cririsuar. circles have sug- 
gC'Ced the Pope* visit might "conse- 
cra!e'* Sjrj's influence o\er its tiny 
neighKiur 

Sy r.aji corn*. ,! over Lebanon has grown 
cvinsiJeraMy since the enJ of Lebanon's 
civil war with the blessing of the West as 
a reward lor Synan pantcipaikm in the 
L'.S -icd coalition that drove Iraqi troops 
iwot Kuwait in 19^1. 

Despite assurances from the Vatican 
that The papal visit is only pastoral, it 
undoubtedly has a political dimension. 

An well as teligimv meetings with all 
Lebanese Chnsuan and Muslim leaders, 
the Pi'pe wdi also meet with President 
EIij> Hrjwi. Hsuise Speaker Nabih Beni 
and Prime Minister Rafik Hariri- 

Bui the highlight ct the wit will be an 
open-air mass in the heart of war-devas- 
tated downtown Beirut to be aticnded by 
2 S0JH0U people. 


Egyptian group 
threatens U.S. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt's most violent mili- 
tant group said on Sunday it would target 
American officials if the health of an ill 
Muslim cleric jailed in the United States 
worsens and puts his life in danger. 

A1 Gamaa A1 Islamiyah (the Islamic 
Group) said in a statement sent to an inter- 
national news agency that it was respond- 
ing to a report by Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman’s U.S. lawyers on Friday that the 
cleric’s health was deteriorating. 

"The Gamaa promises God to exert 
everything in its power to emancipate the 
sheikh from the American infidel prison. 
In the event that something harmful hap- 
pens to the sheikh — God forbid — and 
puts his life in danger, then the Gamaa 
will target — with God's help and power 
— all Americans who contributed to 
putting his life in danger” it said. 

"Sharia (Islamic law) stipulates that if a 
group of people conspire to kill a man, 
they should all be killed themselves, no 
matter how* many of them, that is if they 
are Muslims.” 

"In the case they were infidel fighters, 
and this applies to the Americans, then 
they would get priority” it said. 

"The Gamaa in this case would consider 
every American official, starting with the 
American president and ending with the 
prison warden, and in between the court 
authority which handed down the unjust 
sentence on the sheikh — all of them will 
be considered accomplices in endangering 
his life." 

A U.S. court in 1995 convicted Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman and nine others of con- 
spiracy to carry out acts including blow- 
ing up the United Nations, other New 
York city landmarks and plans to kill 
political leaders including Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 


Palestinian collaborator says 
Israel behind 2 Gaza bombs 


GAZA (R) — A twenty 
five- year-old Gazan told a 
news conference organised 
by Palestinian security 
forces on Sunday he was 
recruited by Israel to get 
two militants to carry out 
suicide attacks in April that 
killed only the two 
bombers. Israel called the 
allegation "a ridiculous lie.” 

Ibrahim Halabi said he 
had collaborated with 
Israeli Shin Bet intelligence 
officers who gave him the 
explosives for the two 
bombings near the Jewish 
settlements of Kfar Darom 
and Netzarim in the Gaza 
Strip on April 1 at the Erez 
border point. 

The two would-be attack- 
ers died minutes apart when 
the explosives they were 
carrying blew up before the 
arrival of their intended tar- 
gets. Israeli school buses, 
said Halabi, who faces trial 
in a Palestinian court 
Seven Palestinian taxi pas- 
sengers were wounded in 
one blast 

"The explosions were at 
times different than those 
set before the targets 
arrived, in order to avoid 
any Israeli casualties." 
Halabi said, suggesting 
Shin Bet had rigged the 
bombs to explode prema- 
turely. 

Israel claimed the two 
bombers had intended to 
blow up the school buses. 
Scores of people have been 
killed in suicide attacks on 
buses and public places in 
Israel. 

"This is clearly a ridicu- 
lous lie,” said Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's spokesman in 
a statement "Israel expects 
the Palestinian Authority to 
wage a real battle against 
terrorism as it promised. 
Such... fabrications do not 
reflect a serious intention to 
fight against terrorism and 
against the organisational 
infrastructure behind it” he 
said. 

The Islamic Jihad group, 
opposed to making peace 
with Israel, had claimed 
responsibility for both 


blasts. 

Halabi told reporters he 
was recruited as an agent 
for tltt Israeli Shin Bet 
security services in 1988 
and provided them with 
information even after the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) took con- 
trol of Gaza in 1994. 

"Captain Binny, whom I 
had contact with on March 
31. set the date, time and 
place of the two explosions 
and told me to order the two 
Islamic Jihad members 
Abdullah A1 Madhoun and 
Anwar A1 Shabrawi to carry 
them out.” be said. 

"Anwar and Abdullah did 
not know of my plans with 
Captain Binny. They were 
just two Jihad members 
who wanted to carry out 
attacks against Israeli tar- 
gets. 

"They trusted me because 
my brother Ramez was 
their senior in the move- 
ment and thought I was the 
contact between them.” 

Halabi said after ordering 


the two bombers to blow 
themselves up near the set- 
tlements, “the bombs 
exploded prematurely and 
before the targets arrived 

**I was suspended from 
the Islamic Jihad movement 
at the end of 1989 after they 
suspected me of collaborat- 
ing with Israel.” he said. ' 

Halabi was arrested by 
PLO intelligence on April 7 
for his involvement in the 
two Gaza bombings. He 
said he was arrested before 
Israeli agents paid him for 
the latest operation. 

PLO officials had said 
they suspected Israeli secret 
services of carrying out 
activities in self-rule areas. 

On Sunday. Ramadan 
Shall ah. the Damascus- 
based Secretary-General of 
the Is lami c Jihad 
Movement in Palestine, 
declined comment when 
asked if Mr. Halabi, a for- 
met Jihad member, was col- 
laborating with Israel and 
led the two suicide bombers 
to their death. 



Ibrahim Halabi speaks during a press conference in 
the Gaza Strip arranged by the Palestinian National 
Authority, on Sunday. Halabi said he had collabo- 
rated with Israeli security forces in planning the 
two bombings in the southern Gaza Strip last April 
1 (AFP photo) 


Iran may expel Britain's 


charge d’affaires as spy 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — A 
hardline Iranian newspaper 
on Sunday accused 
Britain's charge d'affaires 
here of being a spy for the 
British intelligence agency 
MI -6 and said he could be 
expelled. 

Kayhan Havaii weekly, in 
an article datelined Paris 
quoting "French diplomatic 
sources” said Jeffrey James 
had "connections with 
Britain's foreign intelli- 
gence service long before 
his posting to Tehran.” 

The weekly, citing a 
"highly-placed Iranian 
source," said Mr. James 
“could be expelled as a per- 
sona non grata if the infor- 
mation is confirmed.” 

“Britain must prepare for 
a strong reaction from Iran” 
if the charges arc verified, 
the source was quoted as 
saying. 

Britain has been repre- 
sented here by a charge 
d'affaires since the two 
countries reduced the Iex r el 
of diplomatic ties four years 
ago in a row over the 
Iranian death sentence 
against the British author 
Salman Rushdie. 

Mr. Rushdie was con- 
demned to death by Iran’s 
late leader Ayatollah 


Ruhollah Khamenei in 1989 
after being accused of blas- 
pheming Islam in his novel 
“The Satanic Verses." 

Mr. James is currently in 
London after being recalled 
along with other top diplo- 
mats of the European Union 
(EU) posted in Iran in reac- 
tion to a German court rul- 
ing on April 10 accusing 
Tehran of terrorism. 

The EU decided on 
Tuesday to send back the 
diplomats, but suspended 
the decision after Iran said it 
would not allow the 
German ambassador to 
return here. 

Kayhan Havaii regularly 
publishes controversial 
repons about foreign and 
domestic officials. 

Iranian newspapers have 
accused Britain in the past 
few days of pressing for a 
hardline EU stand against 
Iran. 

Iran criticised Norway on 
Sunday for restricting trade 
and declared that it was 
under the sway of Israel and 
the United States, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

The criticism followed a 
statement by the Norwegian 
government last week that it 
could not ignore Tehran’s 
human rights violations and 


that it would withdraw the 
special status granted to 
Iranian imports. Trade 
between the two countries is 
negligible. 

Tehran Radio quoted 
Foreign Ministry 

Spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi as saying that 
“Norway is heavily under 
the influence of the policies 
of international Zionism 
and America.” Mr. 
Mohammadi accused 
Noway of ami-Islamic 
policies. 

Iran and the EU have been 
embroiled in a deepenin'! 
row since a German court 
accused Iranian leaders of 
ordering the 1992 assassi- 
nations of four dissidents at 
a Berlin restaurant. 

AH 15 EU nations, except 
Greece, called home their 
ambassadors after the April 
10 court ruling. The crisis 
deepened Wednesday when 
Iran said it would not wel- 
come the return of the 
German and Danish ambas- 
sadors, or rush its own 
envoys back to ELI capita); 

P 1 ! t P 1 UIC * 1 government. 

which holds the EU’s rotat- 
rag presidency, then urged 
members not to send 
ffieir ambassadors back to 
Tehran. 


Turkish- Kurdish violence kills 42 rebels, 7 soldiers 


DIYARBAKIR i AFPl — Turkish securi- 
ty forces have killed 42 Kurdish sepa- 
ratists and lost seven members in the last 
three days of violent clashes in the trou- 
bled southeast, government officials 
said. 

In a related development. Defence 
Minister Turhan Tuvan said Turkish 
troops could enter northern Iraq to hum 
down rebels as pan of a hot pursuit 
agreement with Baghdad. 

Government troops have killed 23 
members of the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) in fighting in the 
mountainous province of Simak near the 


Iraqi border since Thursday, the south- 
east's regional governor said here in a 
statement. 

Three pro-government Kurdish village 
guards were also killed in the ongoing 
clash in which the troops were supported 
by military helicopiers and aircraft, it 
said. 

Nineteen other PKK members and four 
troops were killed in fighting in the 
provinces of Siirt. Batman and Hakkari. 

“We have taken all necessary measures 
on our territory against separatist terror- 
ists.” Mr. Tayan told reporters here, 
referring to the PKK. 


"But we cannot simply watch the situ- 
ation while the power vacuum in north- 
ern Iraq helps the terrorists " he added. 

"We have a hot pursuit agreement with 
Iraq and we also respect Iraq's territorial 
integrity" Mr. Tayan said, without elabo- 


ranng. 


1 


It was not immediately clear if Turkey 
bad secretly renewed a 1986 accord with 
Baghdad under which Turkish troops 
could enter northern Iraq to hunt down 
the PKK. The agreement expired in 
1990. 

In the last few weeks. Turkey has been 
deploying additional troops and equip- 


ment on its southeastern border with 
Iraq, raising expectations of a military 
campaign inside northern Iraq. 

Turkey complains that the PKK, which 
has bases and camps in northern Iraq, 
has flourished near the Turkish border 
after Baghdad lost control of the area 
after the 1991 Gulf war, attacking 
Turkish targets after infiltrating the 
country. 

In the last few years, the Turkish army 
has been frequently entering northern 
Iraq in small unfts to fight the PKK there. 

In the largest incursion, nearly 35,000 
Turkish troops, supported by tanks and 


aircraft, entered northern Iran ; n M, u 
1995 and stayed there for 2S3j ch 
Our determined fight with terr« ■ 
w-ill continue until the time terrn? m 
effectively disappears." MrTavIU l T 

southeast Turkey since I 9 ai ln 
rebels launched their armed When Ihe 
for a Kurdish homel Lr™ ed '*”'**** 
Government officials , aid 
Thursday that more th-n „ 0n 
rebels and 73 members of \hl 5 ° PKK 
forces had been killed in rh h securit y 
m the first four months *%£££•* 



Japanese princess 
may be pregnant 


Liam Neeson may 
be ‘too heterosexual’ 
to play Oscar Wilde 


LONDON (AFP) — In a 
rare twist in the battle 
against discrimination 
for sexual preferences, 
Irish actor Liam Neeson, 
has been slammed as 
“too heterosexual” for 
the role of the flamboy- 
antly gay writer Oscar 
Wilde that he has been 
cast in. “He is a big het- 
erosexual man and it sim- 


scar Wilde Societ 
Spokesman 
McDonnell told the 
Sunday Telegraph of the 
Irish star of the 
Hollywood films 

“Schindler's List” and 
“Michael Collins.” The 
new film is one of a spate 
of movies, books and 
stage plays planned this 
year to commemorate 
Wilde’s release from 
prison 100 years ago. 
Neeson has said in the 
past that Wilde is one of 
his heroes but added that 
he did not want to act in 
any homosexual 
scenes. 


sex 


Michael Jackson 


visits agent in 
German prison 


1. 


MUNICH (AFP) L- 
Michael Jackson visited his 
friend and concert organis- 
er Marcel Avram in a 
Munich prison Saturday, 
regional Justice 
Ministry said. The 30- 
minute meeting took place 
during regular visiting 
hours. However Jackson 
was brought to the jail 
under police protection in a 
mini-bus with tinted win- 
dows. Avram. 59 , a 
German of Romanian ori- 
gin. has been in prison fora 
month on charges of finan- 
cial fraud worth around 
eight million Deutsch 
marks (S4.S million). His 
agency is nevertheless con- 
iinumg. l0 orgaflisc 

Jackson s Germany tour, to 
begin on Mav 31 . 


One in four Japanel 
teens drinks monthl; 


TOKYO (.AFP) — Drinkin 
* common among Japanes 
h a S ei ^ > . 0ne in four c 
whom admit to having alee 
hohe al Ieast ^ 

l "Jj 1, ^cording to a surve 
hy the Health and Welfai 
About 26 per cer 
PL lhose Polled, age 
b«ween 13 and 18, said the 
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TOKYO (AFP) — The 

Japanese media insis- 
tence that Japan s 
Princess Masako is preg- 
nant and is drowning out 
official denials by the 
Imperial Household 
Asencv. “Congratul- 
atfons Princess Masako!” 
jije Shukan Josei 
women's weekly maga- 
zine printed on the cover 
of its latest edition over a 

picture of the 33-year-old 

princess who married 
Crown Prince Narohito. 
The magazine, which 
regularly carries such 
rumours, devoted several 
pages to speculation over 
[he princess' maritzU con- 
dition in its May 6 edi- 
tion. General News 
Weeklv Shukan Shincho 
in an earlier edition quot- 
ed “a source very close to 
Masako" as saying, “we 
are waiting for good 
news soon. The 
princess, a former diplo- 
mat has reportedly been 
indisposed on sev _ er ^_ 
occasions sine® 

December. suffering 
frc>m chills which made 
her miss a dinner hosted 
by Emperor Akihito dur- 
ing German President 
Roman Herzog’s visit. 
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